
 
 

Nebraska Tourism Commission Meeting 
February 24, 2014 – 1:00 pm 

Crane Trust Visitors Center, Wood River, NE 
 

Commission Chair Jeff Boeka called the meeting to order at 1:07 pm. 
 
Commissioners and staff present at the meeting: John Chapo, Lincoln Children’s Zoo; 
Mitch Glidden, Sandhills Motel & Glidden Canoe Rental of Mullen; Jeff Boeka, Holiday 
Inn Express North Platte; Roger Kuhn, Nebraska Game & Parks Commission; Tony 
Moody, John Q. Hammonds Hotels; Deb Loseke, Columbus/Platte County CVB; Kathy 
McKillip, Nebraska Tourism Commission; Heather Hogue, Nebraska Tourism 
Commission.  
 
Audience members present: Roger Jasnoch, Kearney Visitors Bureau. 
 

Approval of Meeting Agenda 
Tony Moody motioned for approval of the meeting agenda. Roger Kuhn seconded the 
motion. Motion carried. 

 
Public Comment Period 

Audience member Roger Jasnoch told the group that Kearney is willing to host 
upcoming group tours for FAM trips, and he noted he had discussed possibilities of 
group tour promotions with Micheal Collins. Kathy McKillip said a FAM trip of 
northeast Nebraska is being planned for this fall, as well as media tours in central 
Nebraska on March 24-27, and western Nebraska on June 23-27.  

 
Approval of January 16, 2014 Meeting Minutes 

Deb Loseke motioned to approve the minutes from the January 16, 2014 Nebraska 
Tourism Commission meeting. Tony Moody seconded the motion. Motion carried. 

 
Financial Report 

Kathy McKillip handed out the current budget report. Kathy noted that available 
lodging tax dollars that have been collected will pass appropriations and be available 
in the NTC cash account soon. The amounts will be $350,000 beginning April1 and 
$750,000 beginning July 1. Kathy McKillip will be researching the possibility of desk 
audits for staff and continue to review the needs for additional staffing for the 
commission. John Chapo inquired regarding available office space and enlarged 
conference room areas for the commission. John Chapo noted that the commission 
has funds available for expansion and it may be time to research larger office spaces. 
Deb Loseke motioned to approve the financial report. John Chapo seconded the 
motion. Motion approved. 

 
Chairman’s Report 

Jeff Boeka discussed possible meeting times for the upcoming May 7 meeting in 
Mullen. Kathy McKillip will present options to the commissioners soon. The upcoming 
August 28th meeting may work better for some on August 27th. Time for the October 
meeting is still TBD. Kathy McKillip noted that the Visioning and Goals of the 
commission were a component of the DMAP Certification. These components will need 
to be updated every 3 years for re-certification.  
 
 

 



Commission Committee Reports 
The county lodging tax fact sheet previously created by DED’s research director Tom 
Doering was presented as a helpful guide to County Visitors Committees. Tony Moody 
motioned to accept the “County Lodging Tax in Nebraska” one-page fact sheet, with a 
note to update the name of the Tourism Commission, add the logo and update the 
date on the bottom of the page. This page would then be available in PDF form to all 
who need it as a partner piece for the Best Practices and Guiding Principles. Mitch 
Glidden seconded the motion. Motion passed. 

 
Branding Research/Strategy Update 

Kathy McKillip noted the branding research webinars will be held March 6th at 2 and 
4pm. Commissioners not on the Marketing Committee are welcome to join in a brief 
branding update prior to those webinars. Webinars will be available for all residents, 
visitors, industry members and interested parties. Tony Moody gave kudos to Kathy 
McKillip for being instrumental in turning the attention surrounding The Good Life 
slogan into positive press for the commission. John Chapo presented Kathy McKillip 
with a plate in honor of her hard work, the plate read: Nebraskaland, Where the West 
Begins. Kathy McKillip thanked the group. 

 
Development of a New Model for Evaluating the Value of Tourism 

Roger Kuhn noted that he and Commissioner Kesselring have been discussing how to 
create a new model to outline the signifigance of attractions in the state, other than 
annual attendance counts. Kathy McKillip can request existing strategy information 
from other state tourism directors.  
 

Director’s Report 
  Kathy McKillip discussed current projects including: 

 National Western Stock Show sponsorship next January 10-25, 2015 
 2014 Rest Area/Travel Counselor staff are hired, some begin in March 
 State Your Pride! Campaign to customize a passport program for 10 Fortune 500 

Companies in the state. The hope is to involve the corporate world in our tourism 
promotions so their employees experience life in their own state. 

 Tourism Think Tank (3T) group is taking a FAM trip in March 
 Micheal Collins is establishing a Tourism Conference Committee to discuss 

conference changes/speakers 
 Kathy reviewed reimbursement pre-audit procedures with the Commissioners, 

detailed receipts required, meals allowed 
 Angela White provided a media report for the group 
 
Jeff Boeka welcomed Rich Claussen of Bailey Lauerman to the meeting. Rich Claussen 
noted Bailey Lauerman is holding focus groups to produce the new Nebraska tourism 
brand. Resident and non-resident surveys are available, as well as surveys for 
stakeholders. The marketing plan will be released in spring of 2014, to follow 
upcoming PR strategies and brand development. 

 
New Business 

Heather Hogue updated the group regarding the Tourism Marketing Grant 
applications. A record 71 applications were received this round, requesting nearly 
$650,000 in funding. The Commission has just $160,000 to award. The review process 
is ongoing and awardees will be announced March 14th.  
 
Deb Loseke motioned to adjourn at 3:20pm. John Chapo seconded the motion. Motion 
passed. Respectfully submitted by Heather Hogue. 

 
  


