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Understanding birders and birding

nirj
e Who birders are A

\
e What birders want \ :

e Where birders go ' -



Understanding birders and birding

e Who birders are
e \What birders want

e Where birders go




Human’s observing, watching and
appreciating birds

 Wide-range of activities
* Highly-nuanced

* Highly-individualized
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What's the difference?
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Terminology

e Birdwatcher: An individual that casually
observes and appreciates birds, but invests
limited time and effort in the activity.

e Birder: An individual that actively observes
and appreciates birds and actively invests time
and effort in the activity. These individuals
generally view the activity as part of their
identity.



Birders

 Enjoy the experience

e Often interested in the goal

 The goal are bird species




Less than 35 vears 6.3 4.2 34 495
35-44 years 20.2 9.6 4.4 16.0
45-54 years 30.2 23.2 15.3 13.4
55-64 years 18.3 28.6 36.0 8.6
65-74 years 20.2 23.5 26.8 6.5
75 years or older 4.9 10.9 14.1 5.9

Marital Status”

Married 69.6 70.4 72.6 57.3
Single 15.1 16.8 15.8 239
Widow 6.2 4.9 3.8 6.8
Divorced or separated 9.1 7.9 7.8 12.0

Level of Educationb

Didn’t graduate from high school 0.5 0.8 0.5 15.9
High school graduate 4.0 2.7 2.7 33.1
Some college 12.4 7.7 8.1 17.6
A degree from a 2-vear college 6.2 4.6 3.7 7.

College graduate 344 34.0 214 17.0
Graduate or advanced degree 42.5 50.2 63.6 8.6

Annual Household Income

Less than $20.000 2.8 2.8 1.5 22.6
$20.000-39.999 19.8 14.0 7 24.6
$40.000-59.,999 23.6 17.2 14.9 18.1
$60.000-79.999 16.6 18.9 154 12.8
$80.000-99.999 10.1 15.8 14.4 8.0

$100,000 or more 27.1 31.3 47.2 13:8



American Birding Assoc. Survey - 2009
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Less than 35 vears 34
35-44 years 4.4
45-54 years 15.3
55-64 years 36.0
65-74 years 26.8

75 years or older 141
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Level of Education” /o
Didn’t graduate from high school 0.5
High school graduate 2.7
Some college 8.1
A degree from a 2-year college 3.7
College graduate 214

Graduate or advanced degree 03.6



American Birding Assoc. Survey - 2009

%
Annual Household Income 1.5
Less than $20.000 6.7
$20.000-39.999 140
$40.000-59.999 <
$60.000-79,999 15.4
$80.000-99.999 14.4

$100.000 or more 47.2



American Birding Assoc. Survey - 2009

* Average # of birding trips — 36
* Average # of days birding — 49
e Average pairs of binoculars — 3
* % traveled to see a rare bird —59%

* Travel out-of-state to bird —4.4/5.0



Understanding birders and birding

e \WWho birders are
e What birders want

e Where birders go




Birders

 Enjoy the experience

e Often interested in the goal

@al are bird sp@




Birders want birds.......surprise!




What's the difference?

Harris’s Sparrow Harris’s Sparrow
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Good birds —in the eye of the birder

e Local Specialties
 Regional Specialties

e U.S. Specialties




Local Specialty
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Regional Specialty

Map created September 2007

0 0 750 Kilometers


http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=otLphFjohHyWwM&tbnid=sfbdoGsLbBpqRM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://fieldguide.mt.gov/detail_ABPBXA4050.aspx&ei=vuwLUc6DCqal2AWwjIDgCg&bvm=bv.41867550,d.aWc&psig=AFQjCNFiVMOSqieZ9E-QFKrYTdRbgFhJ9g&ust=1359822390811133�

U.S. Specialty
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What's the difference?
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What's the difference?

Common Redpoll Hoary Redpoll

Rarity
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What's the difference?



http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=72j9qljjyPCD0M&tbnid=T4zrO25po9BoDM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.pugetsound.edu/academics/academic-resources/slater-museum/biodiversity-resources/birds/images/shore-birds/&ei=eNULUdW1L6uu2gW0h4HQBw&bvm=bv.41867550,d.aWc&psig=AFQjCNFUblafCzjEoOcGXjYDcofYPkkCoA&ust=1359816436736508�
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=VnM1oPOu1ndHCM&tbnid=BmMGHr5FB_G4yM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.tsuru-bird.net/a_species/sandpiper_sharp-tailed/&ei=p9ULUfPRC_SI2gXSsIAo&bvm=bv.41867550,d.aWc&psig=AFQjCNFS-R-ZOY0Wvqt2D4mJ5virR54myQ&ust=1359816476685556�

What's the difference?

Pectoral Sandpiper @-tailed San@

Rarity
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Understanding birders and birding

e \WWho birders are
e \What birders want

e Where birders go




Places birders go....
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Places birders go...
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What's the difference?
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Places birders go...
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All about the birds......
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Migrant Trap




Places birders go

 Sewage lagoons

e Cemeteries

* Migrant Traps

Not so much
about the
experience in
nature



Nebraska has good things to offer to birders
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Greater Prairie-Chicken range

[ Past distribution

] Anproximate preseftlement
boundary of the tallgrass prairie

B Current distribution - .
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Sandhill Crane spectacle & Specialty




Birders

(ﬂjoy the expe@

e Often interested in the goal

@oal are bird s@













Understanding birders and birding

* Who birders are

Older, educated, well-off and committed
 What birders want

Good birds — specialties and rarities
* Where birders go

Some odd places



Take Home Message

Birders are an odd and diverse group of people
and there is a need to understand birders and
birding to effectively market your birding
amenities to this group.




* Ne
* Ne
* Ne
* Ne

Resources

oraska Ornithologists’ Union
oirds — internet discussion group

oraska Birding Trails

oraska Birding Facebook page

 American Birding Association

— Demographic data

 Watch “The Big Year”
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