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Understanding birders and birding 

• Who birders are 
 

• What birders want 
 

• Where birders go  
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Human’s observing, watching and 
appreciating birds 

• Wide-range of activities 
 

• Highly-nuanced 
 

• Highly-individualized 
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What’s the difference? 
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Terminology 

• Birdwatcher:  An individual that casually 
observes and appreciates birds, but invests 
limited time and effort in the activity. 
 

• Birder:  An individual that actively observes 
and appreciates birds and actively invests time 
and effort in the activity.  These individuals 
generally view the activity as part of their 
identity.   



Birders 

• Enjoy the experience 
 

• Often interested in the goal 
 

• The goal are bird species 
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• Average # of birding trips – 36 

• Average # of days birding – 49 

• Average pairs of binoculars – 3 

• % traveled to see a rare bird – 59% 

• Travel out-of-state to bird – 4.4/5.0 

American Birding Assoc. Survey - 2009 



Understanding birders and birding 

• Who birders are 
 

• What birders want 
 

• Where birders go  



Birders 

• Enjoy the experience 
 

• Often interested in the goal 
 

• The goal are bird species 



Birders want birds…….surprise! 



What’s the difference? 

Harris’s Sparrow Harris’s Sparrow 
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Good birds – in the eye of the birder 

• Local Specialties 
 

• Regional Specialties 
 

• U.S. Specialties 



Local Specialty 
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Regional Specialty 
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U.S. Specialty 
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What’s the difference? 
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What’s the difference? 

Common Redpoll Hoary Redpoll 

Rarity 
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What’s the difference? 

Pectoral Sandpiper Sharp-tailed Sandpiper 

Rarity 
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Understanding birders and birding 

• Who birders are 
 

• What birders want 
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Places birders go…. 

 



Places birders go…. 

 



Places birders go… 

 



What’s the difference? 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=MeK-YBQuOICiLM&tbnid=G8FSUpV3bf6wGM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://limeybirder.blogspot.com/2011/08/top-10-essentials-for-birding-6-10.html&ei=WeQLUcnsCujQ2QWH2IHICw&bvm=bv.41867550,d.aWc&psig=AFQjCNHPHNm0T9ocQlVeoecwUNrTumOp5g&ust=1359820236989594�


Places birders go….. 

 



Places birders go….. 

 



All about the birds…… 



Places birders go…. 

 



Migrant Trap 

 



Places birders go 

• Sewage lagoons 
 

• Cemeteries 
 

• Migrant Traps 

Not so much 
about the 
experience in 
nature 



Nebraska has good things to offer to birders 
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Greater Prairie-Chicken range 
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Sandhill Crane spectacle & Specialty 

 



Birders 

• Enjoy the experience 
 

• Often interested in the goal 
 

• The goal are bird species 



 



 



 



Understanding birders and birding 

• Who birders are 
         Older, educated, well-off and committed 
• What birders want 
 Good birds – specialties and rarities 
• Where birders go  
 Some odd places 



Take Home Message 

Birders are an odd and diverse group of people 
and there is a need to understand birders and 
birding to effectively market your birding 
amenities to this group. 



Resources 

• Nebraska Ornithologists’ Union 
• Nebirds – internet discussion group 
• Nebraska Birding Trails 
• Nebraska Birding Facebook page 
• American Birding Association  

–  Demographic data 
 
 

 
• Watch “The Big Year” 
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