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Welcome to Nebraska!  
 
Covering more than 77,000 square miles in the central U.S., Nebraska is a land of contrasts. Tall, densely wooded bluffs 
tower high above the mighty Missouri River along the state’s eastern border. And while the river has changed greatly 
since the days the first Plains Indians, fur traders and explorers dared to discover its treasures, their legacies and spirits 
still linger there today. Central Nebraska has some of the best farmland in the state, charming farmsteads, and row after 
row of corn, soybeans and other crops that help feed the world.  
 
Further north, the remote and vast Sandhills of north-central Nebraska are the largest grass stabilized sand dunes in the 
Western Hemisphere and a place where cattle far outnumber people. In western Nebraska, the rugged Pine Ridge and 
Wildcat Hills will astound you with their timeless beauty, especially at sunset. Mighty buttes and bluffs that afford an 
incredible view as far as the eye can see are well worth the drive. 
 
Nebraska’s two largest cities, Omaha and Lincoln, offer urban chic and a cosmopolitan atmosphere where you can enjoy 
a relaxing latte and biscotti at a sidewalk café in a historic district during the day and a Tony Award-winning musical in 
the evening. Getting away from it all and relaxing has never been easier than in Nebraska. But if bright lights and big 
cities are not your thing, you’re also in luck! Affectionately known as “Greater Nebraska” the area outside Lincoln and 
Omaha offers small town charm where the coffee pot’s always on and the tall tales are always flying at the local café.  
 
As for water, Nebraska has an abundance of that too. More than 2,500 lakes dot the countryside, including the massive 
55-square-mile Lake McConaughy near Ogallala. Hiking, biking, bird watching, tubing and “tanking” are some of the 
many outdoor recreational pastimes that Nebraska is famous for. Contemplate life as you float down the river in a tank 
with your buds, admire the breathtaking and majestic sight and sound of hundreds of thousands of Sandhills Cranes 
taking flight at once in the early morning hours, or spend a week bicycling across Nebraska.  
 
We hope you enjoy your time in our great state and leave with memories 
that’ll last you a lifetime.  
 
Micheal Collins, Group Travel Manager 
Nebraska Tourism Commission  
PO Box 98907 Lincoln, NE 68509 
402.471.3795 • 877-632-7275 • 402-471-3026 (fax) 
micheal.collins@nebraska.gov 
www.VisitNebraska.gov  
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Location 
Nebraska is located in the 
central part of the United States 
in the Great Plains region. It is 
bordered by South Dakota on 
the north, Iowa and Missouri on 
the east, Kansas on the south, 
and Colorado and Wyoming on 
the west. Many Nebraska cities 
are located within a 3 to 8-hour 
drive from the metropolitan 
areas of Denver, Chicago, 
Minneapolis/St. Paul, Oklahoma 
City, St. Louis and Kansas City.   
 
Nebraska Topography 
Eastern Nebraska is covered 
with rugged bluffs, rolling hills, 
picturesque valleys and lush 
vegetation. The Great Plains stretch westward across 75 percent of the state and include rock 
formations, eroded hills and deep canyons. The Sandhills, North America’s largest grass stabilized sand 
dune formation, cover sections of western and central Nebraska and include the Nebraska National 
Forest near Thedford (the world’s largest hand-planted forest).  
 
The High Plains are northwest, southwest and west of the Sandhills. Within this 12,000 sq. mi. (31,080 
sq km) area lie the scenic and rugged Wildcat Hills, the Pine Ridge and the North Platte River Valley. A 
small portion of South Dakota’s Badlands extends into northwest Nebraska.  
 
Time Zones 
Nebraska spans two time zones. The eastern two-third of the state is included in the Central Time Zone 
and the western third in the Mountain Time Zone. When traveling on Interstate 80, the time change 
occurs between the Sutherland and Paxton exits. 
 
Elevation 
At an elevation of 5,424 ft. (1,653m), Nebraska’s highest point is Panorama Point in Kimball County. Its 
lowest point is 840 ft. (256 m) in southeast Nebraska along the Missouri River. The state’s average 
elevation is 2,600 ft. (792 m). 
 
Land Area 
Nebraska is 77,358 sq. mi. (200,356 sq km) in area and the 16th largest state in the U.S. It measures 459 
miles (739 kilometers) across at its widest point, following a diagonal from southeast to northwest. 
 
Population 
In 2011, Nebraska had 1,842,641 residents, making it the 38th largest state in the U.S., population wise.  
 
Statehood 
Nebraska became the 37th U.S. state on March 1, 1867. 
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Origin of Name 
Nebraska takes its name from the Oto Indian word “Nebrathka,” meaning “flat water.” This was the 
tribe’s name for the Platte River, which crosses the entire length of the state.  
 
State Capital 
Founded in 1856 as the village of Lancaster, Lincoln became the state capital upon Nebraska’s admission 
to the Union on March 1, 1867.  
 
State Government 
Nebraska is the only state with a single house Legislature, the Unicameral. U.S. Senator George W. 
Norris from McCook, Nebr. promoted the conversion of all state legislatures to the unicameral system. 
However, it was implemented only in Nebraska in 1934. The Unicameral is different in that when 
candidates run for office, they do not run on party tickets (at least in theory).  
 
Five Largest Cities 
Nebraska is a predominately rural state with the majority of its communities having populations of less 
than 5,000 residents. The state’s smallest incorporated town is Monowi (pop. 1) in north central 
Nebraska. Its five largest cities by population are: Omaha (pop: 404,267), Lincoln (pop: 235,594), 
Bellevue (pop: 46,734), Grand Island (pop: 43,771) and Kearney (pop: 28,211).  
 
State Parks  
Nebraska is an outdoor recreational paradise, offering eight state park areas, 66 state recreational 
areas, 10 state historical areas, and federal camping areas in the Nebraska National Forest, Oglala 
National Grassland and Samuel R. McKelvie National Forest. Nebraska has approximately 2,500 natural 
and man-made lakes. 
 
State Symbols 
Ballad:  “A Place like Nebraska” 
Beverage: Milk  
Bird:  Western Meadowlark 
Fish:  Channel Catfish 
Flower:  Goldenrod 
Fossil:  Mammoth 
Gemstone: Blue Chalcedony 
Grass:  Little Blue Stem 
Insect:  Honeybee 
Mammal: White-tailed Deer 
Motto:  “Equality before the Law” 
Name:  “Cornhusker State” and “Tree Planters’ State” 
River:   Platte River 
Rock:  Prairie Agate 
Soft Drink: Kool-Aid 
Song:  “Beautiful Nebraska” 
Tree:  Cottonwood 
 
Presidential Birthplace 
The 38th President of the United States, Gerald R. Ford was born in Omaha on July 14, 1913.  
 

Kool-Aid Days 
Hastings 



Nebraska Escort Notes 

3 

 

State Name 
In 1895, Nebraska’s original state name was the Tree Planters’ State because its claim to tree-planting 
fame includes the founding of Arbor Day in 1872 by J. Sterling Morton, the Timber Culture Act of U.S. 
Senator Phineas Hitchcock (1873) and the millions of trees planted by early settlers. The official state 
name was changed to the Cornhusker State in 1945, a reference to the method of harvesting or 
“husking” corn by hand, which was common before the invention of husking machinery.  
 
Seasons 
Nebraska offers a full four-season climate. The normal average daily temperatures range from minus 20 
˚F (-7 ˚C) in the winter to more than 75 ˚F (24 ˚C) in the summer. Annual precipitation ranges from more 
than 30” (762 mm) in the southeast to less than 17” (432 mm) in western Nebraska. 
 

Notable facts and trivia about Nebraska 
Geography 

 Nebraska was once called “The Great American Desert.” 

 Covering about one-fourth of the state, the Sandhills in north central Nebraska, is the largest area of 
grass stabilized sand dunes in the Western Hemisphere. Only the Sahara and the Arabian deserts 
have larger areas of sand. Because of its grass, this region also is one of the most productive cattle-
raising areas in the country.  

 Cherry County, in north central Nebraska, is larger than the state of Connecticut. 

 Kearney is located geographically in the dead center of the U.S. between Boston and San Francisco. 
They are each exactly 1,733 miles (2,789 km) on either side of Highway 30 from Kearney.  

 Nebraska sits above one of the world’s largest underground water supplies, the Ogallala Aquifer. 
Nebraska also has more underground water reserves than any other state in the continental U.S. 

 Cozad is located directly on the 100th Meridian, an imaginary line where the arid west meets the 
humid east. 

 
Government and Politics 

 The U.S. Strategic Command, which manages the nation’s nuclear forces to deter military attacks on 
the country, is headquartered at Offutt Air Force Base in Bellevue. 

 The Naval Ammunition Depot near in Hastings was the largest U.S. ammunition plant and provided 
40 percent of the ammunition during World War II.  

 
Entertainment 

 Nebraska was the home or birthplace of a number of famous people: 
o Alexander Payne, director and screen writer 
o Darryl F. Zanuck, studio executive 
o Dick Cavett, entertainer 
o Edward J. Flanagan, founder of Boys Town 
o Fred Astaire, actor  
o George W. Norris, U.S. Senator 
o Gerald Ford, U.S. President 
o Henry Fonda, actor 
o John G. Neihardt, poet 
o John J. Pershing, military officer 
o Johnny Carson, television personality 
o Larry the Cable Guy (Daniel Lawrence Whitney), comedian 
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o Malcolm X, civil rights activist 
o Mari Sandoz, author 
o Marlon Brando, actor 
o Thurl Ravenscroft, voice of Kellogg’s Tony the Tiger 
o Willa Cather, author 
o William “Buffalo Bill” Cody, entertainer 
o William Jennings Bryan, politician  

 Lady Gaga filmed the music video for her song “You and I” in Springfield.  

 Marlon Brando’s mother gave Henry Fonda acting lessons at the Omaha Community Playhouse. 
 
Businesses and Industry  

 Omaha is home to Berkshire Hathaway whose CEO, Warren Buffett, was ranked in 2009 by Forbes 
magazine as the second richest person in the world.  

 At 62,500 sq. ft. (5,810 m2) and maintaining an inventory of more than 100,000 pieces, Borsheims, in 
Omaha, is the largest jewelry store in the country.  

 Omaha is home to the headquarters of five Fortune 500 companies: ConAgra Foods, Union Pacific 
Corporation, Mutual of Omaha, Peter Kiewit Corporation and Berkshire Hathaway. The city also is 
home to four Fortune 1000 headquarters: TD Ameritrade, West Corporation, Valmont Industries and 
Werner Enterprises.  

 The First National Bank of Omaha is the largest privately held bank in the United States.  

 Duncan Aviation, the largest family-owned aircraft support facility in North America, resides in 
Lincoln. 

 The national retail clothing and accessory chain, The Buckle, is based out of Kearney. 

 Sidney is the national headquarters for Cabela's, the world’s foremost outfitter.  

 Mutual of Omaha Corporate headquarters is a public building built with seven floors underground.  
 
Inventions 

 The Vise-Grip was invented by William Petersen in 1924 and was manufactured in DeWitt until the 
plant closed in late 2008.  

 The Hall brothers who started Hallmark cards were from Norfolk. 

 Kool-Aid was invented in Nebraska in 1927 (which is why it’s the state soft drink).  

 Nebraska was the birthplace of the Reuben sandwich and Spam is produced in Fremont.  

 The 911 emergency communications system was developed and first used in Lincoln.  

 The inventor of the strobe light, Dr. Harold Edgerton, was from Aurora.  

 CliffsNotes were invented in Rising City by Clifton Hillegass in 1958. 

 The yellow color of the school bus originated in Franklin.  
 
Nature and Recreation 

 More than 90 percent of the world’s Sandhills crane 
population descends on the Platte River in central 
Nebraska during their annual migrations between mid-
March and mid-May to rest and rejuvenate before 
continuing their journey.  

 The Niobrara National Scenic River is one of the top 
canoeing rivers in the country (Backpacker magazine) 
and National Geographic lists a Niobrara trip among its 
top 100 adventures.  The river also has more than 90 

Crane Watching 
Central Nebraska 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Berkshire_Hathaway
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Warren_Buffett
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_billionaires_(2009)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Buckle_(store)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sidney,_NE
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cabela's
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pliers
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/De_Witt,_Nebraska
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/CliffsNotes
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rising_City,_Nebraska
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Clifton_Hillegass
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waterfalls along its length, including spring-fed Smith Falls, which is the state’s highest at 70 ft. (21 
m). 

 Omaha's Henry Doorly Zoo and Aquarium is nationally renowned for its leadership in animal 
conservation and research. The zoo features the largest cat complex in North America. The 
underground “Kingdoms of the Night” exhibit is the world’s largest nocturnal exhibit and indoor 
swamp and the Lied Jungle is one of the world's largest indoor rainforest.  

 The zoo’s Desert Dome features the world’s largest indoor desert and geologic features from South 
Africa’s Namib Desert, Australia’s Red Center, and the Sonoran Desert of the southwestern U.S. It 
also has the world’s largest glazed geodesic dome. It is Nebraska’s number one paid attendance 
attraction and has welcomed more than 25 million visitors over the past 40 years. 

 The world’s largest hand-planted forest is Halsey National Forest near Halsey in the Sandhills.  

 Nebraska averages 36 tornadoes a year. 
 
Buildings and Structures 

 The American Institute of Architects declared Nebraska’s State Capitol to be one of the modern 
architectural wonders of the world. 

 The Nebraska State Capitol is 15 stories and 400 feet (121 m) tall, making it the second-tallest U.S. 
statehouse, surpassed only by the 34-story Louisiana State Capitol. 

 The world’s largest train classification yard, Union Pacific’s Bailey Yard, is 
located in North Platte. 

 The University of Nebraska’s Memorial Stadium in Lincoln holds more 
than 87,000 fans. During football games, it holds more people than any 
Nebraska city except Omaha and Lincoln and if it were its own city, it 
would be the state’s third largest one.  

 Measuring approximately 118 ft. (36 m) wide and 34 ft. (10 m) high, 
Nebraska's “HuskerVision” is one of the largest jumbo-screens in any 
college stadium in the country. 

 The Great Platte River Archway in Kearney is the only tourist 
attraction in the country to span over a federal interstate. Its lobby 
escalator is the longest in Nebraska and was featured in the 2002 
film, About Schmidt.  

 The University of Nebraska-Lincoln’s weight room is the largest in 
the country, covering three-fourths of an acre.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Top: Horseback Riding, North Central Nebraska 
Bottom: Calamus Outfitters, Burwell 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Union_Pacific_Railroad
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bailey_Yard
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/North_Platte,_Nebraska
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Memorial_Stadium,_Lincoln
http://www.legendsofamerica.com/NB-Mainpage.html
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One-of-a-Kind 

 Chimney Rock, near Bayard in western Nebraska, was the landmark mentioned most frequently in 
journal entries of travelers along the Oregon Trail. 

 Buffalo Bill Cody held his first rodeo in North Platte on July 4, 1882.  

 Omaha has been the home to the College World Series since 1950.  

 Alliance’s Carhenge is an exact replica of England’s Stonehenge, but made with old cars.  

 Hebron is home to the “World’s Largest Porch Swing,” which can comfortably seat 25 adults.  

 Nebraska is the number one producer of center pivot irrigation.  

 Nebraska was the first state in the nation to complete its section of the interstate system. 

Top: World’s Largest Railroad Classification Yard, North Platte 
Bottom: World’s Largest Porch Swing, Hebron 
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 Joslyn Museum 
Omaha 
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Micheal Collins, Group Travel Manager 
Nebraska Tourism Commission, P.O. Box 98907, Lincoln, NE 68509-8907 

402-471-3795 • 877-632-7275 • 402-471-3026 (fax) 
micheal.collins@nebraska.gov • http://grouptravel.nebraska.gov • www.VisitNebraska.gov 
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