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Covering more than 77,000 square miles in the central U.S., Nebraska 
is a land of contrasts. Tall, densely wooded bluffs tower high above the 
mighty Missouri River along the state’s eastern border. And while the 
river has changed greatly since the days the first Plains Indians, fur 
traders and explorers dared to discover its treasures, its legacies and 
spirits still linger there today. Central Nebraska has some of the best 
farmland in the state; charming farmsteads, and row after row of corn, 
soybeans and other crops that help feed the world. 

Further north, the remote and vast Sandhills of north-central Nebraska 
are the largest grass-stabilized sand dunes in the Western Hemisphere 
and a place where cattle far outnumber people. In western Nebraska, 
the rugged Pine Ridge and Wildcat Hills will astound you with their 
timeless beauty, especially at sunset. Mighty buttes and bluffs that afford 
an incredible view as far as the eye can see are well worth the drive.

Nebraska’s two largest cities, Omaha and Lincoln, offer a cosmopolitan 
atmosphere. You can enjoy a relaxing latte and biscotti at a sidewalk 
café in a historic district during the day and a Tony Award-winning 
musical in the evening. Getting away from it all and relaxing is easy in 
Nebraska. But if bright lights and big cities are not your thing, you’re 
also in luck! Affectionately known as “Greater Nebraska,” the area 
outside Lincoln and Omaha offers small-town charm, where the coffee 
pot’s always on and the tall tales are usually flying at the local café. 

As for water, Nebraska has an abundance of that too. More than 
2,500 lakes dot the countryside, including the massive 55-square-mile 
Lake McConaughy near Ogallala. Hiking, biking, bird watching, tubing 
and “tanking” are some of the many outdoor recreational pastimes that 
Nebraska is famous for. Contemplate life as you float down the river in 
a tank with your buds, admire the breathtaking and majestic sight and 
sound of hundreds of thousands of Sandhills Cranes taking flight at once 
in the early morning hours, or spend a week bicycling across Nebraska. 

The information in this group tour travel planner is designed to help 
make planning and operating your tour through Nebraska as easy and 
profitable as possible. If you need more information or assistance, 
please contact the group travel manager with the Nebraska Tourism 
Commission or visit our Group Travel website:  
http://grouptravel.visitnebraska.com.

WELCOME TO NEBRASKA
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NEBRASKA AT A GLANCE

With everything from the exhilarating to the 
relaxing, Nebraska is the perfect destination. 
Our zoos, performing arts and sporting 
events deliver gasps and thrills. Our majestic 
prairies and charming accommodations 
offer moments that set the mind at ease. 
So venture into Nebraska and discover 
everything from the amazing to the sublime. 

IT TURNS OUT YOU CAN BE EVERYTHING TO EVERYBODY. 

Location
Nebraska is located in the central part of  
the United States in the Great Plains region. 
It is bordered by South Dakota on the north, 
Iowa and Missouri on the east, Kansas on  
the south, and Colorado and Wyoming on  
the west. Many Nebraska cities are located 
within a 3- to 8-hour drive from the 
metropolitan areas of Denver, Chicago, 
Minneapolis/St. Paul, Oklahoma City,  
St. Louis and Kansas City.

Nebraska Topography
Eastern Nebraska is covered with rugged 
bluffs, rolling hills, picturesque valleys and 
lush vegetation. The Great Plains stretch 
westward across 75 percent of the state and 
include rock formations, eroded hills and 
deep canyons. The Sandhills, North America’s 
largest grass-stabilized sand dune formation, 
cover sections of western and central 
Nebraska and include the Nebraska National 
Forest near Thedford (the world’s largest 
hand-planted forest). 

The High Plains are northwest, southwest  
and west of the Sandhills. Within this 
12,000 sq. mi. (31,080 sq km) area lie the 
scenic and rugged Wildcat Hills, the Pine 
Ridge and the North Platte River Valley.  
A small portion of South Dakota’s Badlands 
extends into northwest Nebraska. 

Elevation
At an elevation of 5,424 ft. (1,653 m), 
Nebraska’s highest point is Panorama Point 
in Kimball County. Its lowest point is 840 ft. 
(256 m) in southeast Nebraska along the 
Missouri River. The state’s average elevation 
is 2,600 ft. (792 m).

Land Area
Nebraska is 77,358 sq. mi. (200,356 sq km)  
in area and the 16th largest state in the U.S.  
It measures 459 miles (739 kilometers) 
across at its widest point, following a diagonal 
from southeast to northwest.

Time Zones
Nebraska spans two time zones. The eastern 
two-third of the state is included in the 
Central Time Zone and the western third 
in the Mountain Time Zone. When traveling 
on Interstate 80, the time change occurs 
between the Sutherland and Paxton exits.

Population
In 2011, Nebraska had 1,842,641 residents, 
making it the 38th largest state in the U.S., 
population wise.

Statehood
Nebraska became the 37th U.S. state on 
March 1, 1867.

Origin of Name 
Nebraska takes its name from the Oto Indian 
word “Nebrathka,” meaning “flat water.”  
This was the tribe’s name for the Platte River, 
which crosses the entire length of the state.
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NEBRASKA AT A GLANCE

State Symbols

Ballad “A Place like Nebraska”

Bird  Western Meadowlark

Fish  Channel Catfish

Flower  Goldenrod

Fossil  Mammoth

Gemstone  Blue Chalcedony

Grass  Little Blue Stem

Insect  Honeybee

Mammal  White-tailed Deer

Motto “Equality Before the  Law”

Name “Cornhusker State”

River  Platte River

Rock  Prairie Agate

Soft Drink  Kool-Aid

Song “Beautiful Nebraska”

Tree  Cottonwood

State Capital 
Founded in 1856 as the village of Lancaster, 
Lincoln became the state capital upon 
Nebraska’s admission to the Union on  
March 1, 1867. 

State Government
Nebraska is the only state with a single house 
Legislature, the Unicameral. U.S. Senator 
George W. Norris from McCook promoted 
the conversion of all state legislatures to 
the unicameral system. However, it was 
implemented only in Nebraska in 1934. 
The Unicameral is different in that when 
candidates run for office, they do not run  
on party tickets (at least in theory).

Five Largest Cities
Nebraska is a predominately rural state, 
with the majority of its communities having 
populations of less than 5,000. The state’s 
smallest incorporated town is Monowi 
(pop. 1) in north central Nebraska. The five 
largest cities by population are: Omaha 
(pop: 421,570), Lincoln (pop: 265,404), 
Bellevue (pop: 52,604), Grand Island 
(pop: 49,989) and Kearney (pop: 31,790). 

State Parks 
Nebraska is an outdoor recreational paradise, 
offering eight state park areas, 66 state 
recreational areas, 10 state historical areas, 
and federal camping areas in the Nebraska 
National Forest, Oglala National Grassland 
and Samuel R. McKelvie National Forest. 
Nebraska has approximately 2,500 natural 
and man-made lakes.

State Name
In 1895, Nebraska’s original state name was 
the Tree Planters’ State because its claim to 
tree-planting fame includes the founding of 
Arbor Day in 1872 by J. Sterling Morton, the 
Timber Culture Act of U.S. Senator Phineas 
Hitchcock (1873) and the millions of trees 
planted by early settlers. 

The official state name was changed to the 
Cornhusker State in 1945, a reference to 
the method of harvesting or “husking” corn 
by hand, which was common before the 
invention of husking machinery.

Presidential Birthplace
The 38th President of the United States, 
Gerald R. Ford, was born in Omaha on  
July 14, 1913. 
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CHARTER COMPANIES, OPERATORS AND AIRPORTS

CHARTER COMPANIES

Ameristar Transportation Group
http://www.ameristartours.com  
PO Box 1432 
Scottsbluff NE 69363 
308-635-1725 
866-567-6027

Arrow Stagelines 
http://www.arrowstagelines.com/ 
Corporate Office 
720 East Norfolk Ave. 
Norfolk NE 68701 
402-371-3850 
800-672-8302

Grand Island Office
1982 Metro St. 
Grand Island NE 68801 
308-382-3036

Lincoln Office
5250 Superior St.  
Lincoln NE 68504 
402-475-9229

Omaha Office
4220 South 52nd St. 
Omaha NE 68117 
402-731-1900 
800-731-0727

Navigator Motorcoaches
http://www.navigatorbus.com/  
PO Box 2244 
Norfolk NE 68701 
402-371-1202 
402-371-1018 (fax) 
800-634-8696 
402-640-4095 (after hours)

First Holiday Tour & Travel Express
http://www.firstholidaytours.com  
1932 Aspen Circle #A 
Grand Island NE 68803 
308-384-1800 
800-652-1950

OPERATORS

Allied Tour & Travel
http://www.alliedtt.com 
720 E. Norfolk Ave. 
Norfolk NE 68701 
402-371-3840 
800-672-1009

Elite Tours
http://www.elitetours.us  
1603 Farnam St. 
Omaha NE 68102 
800-488-2114

Fun Tours
http://www.funtoursne.com  
5250 Superior St. 
Lincoln NE 68504 
800-742-7717

AIRLINES AND AIRPORTS

Omaha Airport
American, Continental, Delta, Frontier, 
Southwest, United, USAirways

Lincoln Airport 
Delta, United

North Platte Regional Airport
Great Lakes Airlines

Central Nebraska Regional Airport 
(Grand Island) 
Allegiant, American

Western Nebraska Regional Airport 
(Scottsbluff) 
Great Lakes Airlines
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MONTH PANHANDLE NORTH 
CENTRAL NORTHEAST CENTRAL EAST 

CENTRAL SOUTHWEST SOUTH 
CENTRAL SOUTHEAST

January
24˚F  
-4˚C

22˚F  
 -6˚C

20˚F  
 -7˚C

22˚F  
 -6˚C

22˚F  
 -6˚C

25˚F  
 -4˚C

25˚F  
 -4˚C

24˚F  
 -6˚C

February
29˚F  
 -2˚C

27˚F  
 -3˚C

26˚F  
 -3˚C

28˚F  
 -2˚C

28˚F  
 -2˚C

31˚F  
 0˚C

31˚F  
 0˚C

30˚F  
 -1˚C

March
35˚F  
 2˚C

36˚F  
 2˚C

37˚F  
 3˚C

38˚F  
 3˚C

37˚F  
 3˚C

39˚F  
 4˚C

40˚F  
 4˚C

41˚F  
 5˚C

April
45˚F  
 7˚C

47˚F  
 8˚C

49˚F  
 9˚C

48˚F  
 9˚C

51˚F  
11˚C

49˚F  
 9˚C

51˚F  
11˚C

52˚F  
 11˚C

May
56˚F  
 13˚C

58˚F  
 14˚C

60˚F  
 16˚C

59˚F  
 15˚C

62˚F  
 17˚C

59˚F  
 15˚C

61˚F  
16˚C

62˚F  
 17˚C

June
66˚F  
 19˚C

68˚F  
20˚C

70˚F  
21˚C

69˚F  
21˚C

72˚F  
22˚C

69˚F  
21˚C

71˚F  
22˚C

72˚F  
22˚C

July
73˚F  
23˚C

73˚F  
23˚C

75˚F  
24˚C

74˚F  
23˚C

76˚F  
24˚C

75˚F  
24˚C

76˚F  
24˚C

77˚F  
25˚C

August
71˚F  
22˚C

71˚F  
22˚C

72˚F  
22˚C

72˚F  
22˚C

74˚F  
23˚C

73˚F  
23˚C

74˚F  
23˚C

75˚F  
24˚C

September
61˚F  
16˚C

61˚F  
16˚C

63˚F  
 17˚C

63˚F  
17˚C

65˚F  
18˚C

66˚F  
19˚C

65˚F  
 18˚C

66˚F  
19˚C

October
49˚F  
 9˚C

49˚F  
 9˚C

51˚F  
11˚C

51˚F  
11˚C

53˚F  
 12˚C

51˚F  
11˚C

56˚F  
 13˚C

54˚F  
12˚C

November
35˚F  
 2˚C

34˚F  
  1˚C

35˚F  
 2˚C

35˚F  
 2˚C

37˚F  
 3˚C

37˚F  
 3˚C

37˚F  
 3˚C

39˚F  
 4˚C

December
27˚F  
 -3˚C

24˚F  
 -4˚C

23˚F  
-5˚C

25˚F  
 -4˚C

26˚F  
 -3˚C

28˚F  
 -2˚C

28˚F  
 -2˚C

28˚F 
 -2˚C

AVERAGE ANNUAL NEBRASKA TEMPERATURES

Nebraska offers a full four-season 
climate. The normal average daily 
temperatures range from -20˚F 
(-7˚C) in the winter to more 
than 75˚F (24˚C) in the summer. 
Annual precipitation ranges 
from more than 30" (762 mm) 
in the southeast to less than 17" 
(432 mm) in western Nebraska.
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IN-STATE MILEAGE CHART FROM OMAHA AND SCOTTSBLUFF TO SELECTED CITIES 

The speed limit for Nebraska 
highways ranges from  
55-65 mph (90-100 km/h). 
The speed limit for Interstate 
80 ranges from 60-65 mph 
(100-105 km/h) in Lincoln 
and Omaha; it is 75 mph 
(120 km/h) in the rest of 
the state. 

Omaha to: Miles Kilometers
Approximate 
Drive Time 
(hr:min)

Scottsbluff to: Miles Kilometers
Approximate 
Drive Time 
(hr:min)

Alliance 423 680 6:40 Alliance 54 87 1:00

Beatrice 100 161 1:45 Beatrice 455 733 7:00

Chadron 436 702 7:30 Chadron 106 171 1:45

Columbus 87 140 1:40 Columbus 402 647 6:15

Grand Island 153 246 2:20 Grand Island 338 544 5:00

Hastings 161 259 2:30 Hastings 346 557 5:15

Kearney 186 299 2:45 Kearney 292 422 4:20

Lincoln 57 92 1:00 Lincoln 421 678 6:00

McCook 289 465 4:20 McCook 262 422 4:00

Nebraska City 51 82 1:00 Nebraska City 467 752 7:00

Norfolk 113 182 2:10 Norfolk 418 673 6:50

North Platte 280 451 4:00 North Platte 195 314 3:00

Scottsbluff 475 764 7:00 Scottsbluff – – –

Ogallala 330 531 4:40 Ogallala 145 233 2:20

Omaha – – – Omaha 475 764 7:00

South Sioux City 96 154 1:30 South Sioux City 455 732 7:45

Valentine 298 480 5:15 Valentine 221 356 3:45
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DISTANCES TO U.S. AND CANADIAN CITIES FROM OMAHA AND SCOTTSBLUFF

Omaha to: Miles Kilometers Scottsbluff to: Miles Kilometers

Albuquerque, N.M. 873 1405 Albuquerque, N.M. 656 1056
Atlanta, Ga. 989 1592 Atlanta, Ga. 1424 2292
Baltimore, Md. 1156 1860 Baltimore, Md. 1624 2614
Boston, Mass. 1437 2313 Boston, Mass. 1915 3082
Calgary, Alberta 1375 2212 Calgary, Alberta 994 1600
Cheyenne, Wyo. 498 801 Cheyenne, Wyo. 109 175
Chicago, Ill. 469 755 Chicago, Ill. 946 1522
Dallas, Texas 722 1162 Dallas, Texas 969 1559
Denver, Colo. 540 869 Denver, Colo. 208 335
Des Moines, Iowa 135 217 Des Moines, Iowa 613 987
Detroit, Mich. 734 1181 Detroit, Mich. 1204 1938
Fargo, N.D. 421 678 Fargo, N.D. 767 1234
Kansas City, Mo. 184 296 Kansas City, Mo. 618 995
Las Vegas, Nev. 1285 2068 Las Vegas, Nev. 941 1514
Los Angeles, Calif. 1555 2503 Los Angeles, Calif. 1210 1947
Memphis, Tenn. 642 1033 Memphis, Tenn. 1070 1722
Minneapolis, Minn. 379 610 Minneapolis, Minn. 799 1286
Montréal, Québec 1301 2094 Montréal, Québec 1771 2850
New Orleans, La. 1038 1670 New Orleans, La. 1467 2361
New York City, N.Y. 1243 2000 New York City, N.Y. 1721 2770
Oklahoma City, Okla. 520 837 Oklahoma City, Okla. 767 1234
Omaha, Neb. - - Omaha, Neb. 481 774
Philadelphia, Pa. 1212 1951 Philadelphia, Pa. 1682 2707
Phoenix, Ariz. 1290 2076 Phoenix, Ariz. 1026 1651
Portland, Ore. 1659 2670 Portland, Ore. 1270 2043
Québec City, Québec 1459 2348 Québec City, Québec 1928 3103
Rapid City, S.D. 525 845 Rapid City, S.D. 194 312
Seattle, Wash. 1662 2675 Seattle, Wash. 1270 2044
St. Joseph, Mo. 132 212 St. Joseph, Mo. 559 900
St. Louis, Mo. 436 702 St. Louis, Mo. 863 1389
Salt Lake City, Utah 934 1503 Salt Lake City, Utah 548 882
San Francisco, Calif. 1671 2689 San Francisco, Calif. 1282 2063
Scottsbluff, Neb. 481 774 Scottsbluff, Neb. - -
Sioux City, Iowa 97 156 Sioux City, Iowa 575 925
St. Louis, Mo. 436 702 St. Louis, Mo. 871 1402
Toronto, Ontario 972 1564 Toronto, Ontario 1450 2334
Vancouver, B.C. 1847 2972 Vancouver, B.C. 1404 2260
Washington, D.C. 1154 1857 Washington, D.C. 1632 2626
Winnipeg, Manitoba 638 1028 Winnipeg, Manitoba 984 1584
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Alliance Visitors Bureau
305 Box Butte Avenue 
Alliance NE 69301 
308-762-3876 
www.VisitAlliance.com 

Broken Bow Chamber of Commerce
444 South 8th Avenue 
Broken Bow NE 68822 
308-872-5691 
www.brokenbow-ne.com 

Chadron Chamber of Commerce
706 W. 3rd Street 
Chadron NE 69337 
800-603-2937 
www.chadron.com

Cheyenne County Tourism
658 Glover Road 
Sidney NE 69162 
800-421-4769 
www.sidneycheyennecountytourism.com

Columbus/Platte County CVB 
753 33rd Avenue 
Columbus NE 68601 
402-564-2769 
www.visitcolumbusne.com 

Fremont/Dodge County CVB
605 North Broad Street 
Fremont NE 68026 
800-727-8323 
www.visitfremontne.org 

Gage County Visitors Bureau
205 N. 4th Street 
Beatrice NE 68310 
402-223-2338 
www.visitbeatrice.com

Gering CVB
1050 M Street 
Gering NE 69341 
800-245-0717 
www.geringtourism.com 

Gothenburg Chamber of Commerce
1021 Lake Avenue 
Gothenburg NE 69138 
800-482-5520 
www.gothenburgdelivers.com

Grand Island/Hall County CVB
2424 S. Locust Street 
Suite C 
Grand Island NE 68801 
800-658-3178 
www.visitgrandisland.com 

Hastings/Adams County CVB
100 N. Shore Drive 
Hastings NE 68902 
800-967-2189 
www.visithastingsnebraska.com 

Kearney Visitors Bureau
1007 2nd Avenue 
Kearney NE 68848 
800-652-9435 
www.visitkearney.org 

Lincoln CVB
1135 M Street 
Suite 300 
Lincoln NE 68509 
800-423-8212 
www.lincoln.org 

McCook Area Chamber of Commerce
107 Norris Avenue 
McCook NE 69001 
800-657-2179 
www.aboutmccook.com 

Minden Chamber of Commerce
325 N. Colorado Avenue 
Minden NE 68959 
308-832-1811 
www.mindenne.org

Nebraska City Tourism and Commerce
806 1st Avenue 
Nebraska City NE 68410 
800-514-9113 
www.nebraskacity.com 

Norfolk/Madison County CVB
405 Madison Avenue 
Norfolk NE 68702 
888-371-2932 
www.visitnorfolkne.com

North Platte/Lincoln County CVB
219 South Dewy Street, Suite A 
North Platte NE 69103 
800-955-4528 
www.visitnorthplatte.com

Ogallala/Keith County Chamber of Commerce
418 Spruce Street 
Ogallala NE 69153 
800-658-4390 
www.visitogallala.com 

Omaha CVB
1001 Farnam-On-The-Mall  
Suite 200 
Omaha NE 68102 
402-444-1760 
www.visitomaha.com

O’Neill Area Chamber of Commerce
125 S. 4th Street 
O’Neill NE 68763 
402-336-2355 
www.oneillchamber.org

Sarpy County Tourism
14333 South Highway 31 
Suite C108 
Gretna NE 68028 
800-467-2779 
www.gosarpy.com 

Scotts Bluff County Tourism
2930 Old Oregon Trail 
Gering NE 69341 
800-788-9475 
www.visitscottsbluff.com

Seward Area Chamber of Commerce
616 Bradford Avenue 
Seward NE 68434 
402-643-4189 
www.sewardne.com

South Sioux City CVB
3900 Dakota Avenue 
Suite 11 
South Sioux City NE 68776 
866-494-1307 
www.visitsouthsiouxcity.com 

Valentine Chamber of Commerce
229 South Main Street 
Valentine NE 69201 
800-658-4024 
www.heartcity.com 

York County Visitors Bureau
601 N. Lincoln Avenue 
York NE 68467 
888-733-9675 
www.yorkvisitors.org

NEBRASKA CHAMBERS OF COMMERCE/CVBs

For a complete listing of all CVB  
and chamber of commerce offices in 
Nebraska, please contact:
Micheal Collins 
877-632-7275  
micheal.collins@nebraska.gov
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Be a modern-day explorer as you follow in the footsteps of 
Meriwether Lewis and William Clark. This tour parallels 
the Missouri River and takes you along two scenic byways: 
Outlaw Trail Scenic Byway and Lewis & Clark Scenic 
Byway. Whether your pleasure is shopping for antiques or 
bargains, enjoying delicious homemade fare, tasting a fine 
Nebraska wine, or simply taking it slow, you’re bound to  
find something of interest along the trail of Lewis and Clark. 

DISCOVER WHAT THEY EXPLORED: 
FOLLOWING THE TRAIL OF LEWIS AND CLARK

DAY 1 
Brownville • Nebraska City • Springfield • 
Papillion

MORNING

Start your Lewis and Clark tour in historic 
Brownville, cruising down the Missouri River 
on the Spirit of Brownville Riverboat (allow 
1.5 hours). Afterward, enjoy a delicious 
lunch at the Lyceum Café and browse this 
awesome two-story bookstore (allow 1 hour). 

AFTERNOON

After lunch, take a short trek through town 
for a wine tasting at Whiskey Run Creek 
Vineyard & Winery (allow 1 hour). Leave 
Brownville and head north to Nebraska City 
where you’ll experience Lewis and Clark’s 
journey at the Missouri River Basin Lewis 
& Clark Interpretive Trail & Visitor Center 
(allow 1 hour), an 80-acre facility overlooking 
the Missouri River and the only center  
in the country dedicated to the flora,  
fauna and scientific discoveries found  
along their journey. 

Continue on to Arbor Day Farm (allow 
1.5 hours), a working farm orchard and forest 
where all visitors receive a tree seedling 
at the Lied Greenhouse. Depart Nebraska 
City and head to Springfield where you can 
explore your artistic side at Springfield Art 
Works (allow 1 hour). Enjoy a delicious Polish 
dinner and entertainment at Polish Heritage 
(allow 1.5 hours) in Papillion before checking 
into one of Omaha or Sarpy County’s many 
wonderful hotels. 

DAY 2 
Omaha

MORNING

Begin your day in Omaha, Nebraska’s 
largest city, with a backstage experience 
at Omaha’s Henry Doorly Zoo & Aquarium 
(allow 1.5  hours) or explore the zoo’s many 
other exciting activities, including the world’s 

largest indoor rainforest and the Desert 
Dome. Durham Museum (allow 1.5 hours) is 
housed in a restored Art Deco train station 
and showcases the history of Omaha and the 
Union Pacific Railroad. 

AFTERNOON

For lunch, cruise down the Missouri River 
on the River City Star Riverboat (allow 
1.5 hours). Afterward, view exquisite works 
of art from antiquity to the present at the 
world class Joslyn Art Museum (allow 
1.5 hours). Explore Omaha’s African American 
art scene at Love’s Jazz & Arts Center 
(allow 1 hour) before heading to west Omaha 
for an inspiring visit of Father Flanagan’s 
Boys Town (allow 1.5 hours). For dining and 
lodging, you’ll find a number of excellent 
choices throughout the metro area.

DAY 3 
Fort Calhoun • Blair • Winnebago • Ponca 
State Park • Wynot • Crofton

MORNING

Depart Omaha and head north on the Lewis 
and Clark Scenic Byway to Fort Calhoun 
and Fort Atkinson State Historical Park 
(allow 1.5 hours). This was the site of the 
first council between Lewis and Clark and 
the Missouri and Otoe tribes and today 
an informative visitor center chronicles 
this historic meeting. Living history 
demonstrations of life on the fort also are 
available. 

Next stop is Blair and a visit to the DeSoto 
Chute National Wildlife Refuge Visitor Center 
(allow 1.5 hours) where you can take an 
up-close, behind the scenes tour of more 
than 200,000 well preserved artifacts from 
the Steamboat Bertrand, which sunk in 
the Missouri River in 1865. Continue north 
along the byway to the Winnebago Indian 
Reservation where you can enjoy an art 
demonstration or shop for hand-crafted 
American Indian products at Woodland Trails 

Art & Learning Center (allow 1 hour) and 
other souvenirs at AllNative.com retail store 
(allow 45 minutes). Before departing town, 
view a majestic bison herd up-close.

AFTERNOON

Stop in South Sioux City for a relaxing 
lunch in one of this gateway city’s many fine 
restaurants. After lunch, continue west on 
the Outlaw Trail Scenic Byway to Ponca 
State Park, the eastern gateway to the 
Missouri National Recreational River. Enjoy 
fall hayrack and haunted hayrack rides in 
October and buffalo burgers, Lewis and Clark 
stew, and fish fries in the summer and fall. 

The Missouri National Recreational River 
Resource and Education Center (allow 1 hour) 
highlights the area’s rich Native American 
culture, the steamboat era, river ecology and 
natural history. The park’s tri-state overlook 
gives a breathtaking view of the Missouri River 
and the surrounding countryside. 

Stop for an afternoon break and shopping 
at St. James Marketplace (allow 1 hour), a 
wonderful local farmer’s market, craft fair 
and tearoom in Wynot. Located on Highway 81 
at the Nebraska/South Dakota state line, the 
Corps of Discovery Welcome Center (allow 
45 minutes) offers a gorgeous view of the 
Missouri River, an art gallery, presentations 
and an amazing gift shop of locally made 
products. Step back in time at the historic 
Argo Hotel in Crofton, your dining and lodging 
location for the night. 

DAY 4 
Kreycik Riverview Elk Ranch • Niobrara 
State Park

MORNING

After a great breakfast, head to Kreycik 
Riverview Elk Ranch (allow 2.5 hours) 
to encounter wildlife close up. Ride in a 
covered wagon to hand feed buffalo as they 
clamor to you for corn! The gift shop sells a 
variety of buffalo-related products, clothing 
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and food. The J. Alan Cramer Interpretive 
Center (allow 1 hour) at Niobrara State Park 
offers an exceptional view of the park and 
highlights the history and people of the area. 
Before departing Nebraska, enjoy a delicious 
homemade lunch in downtown Niobrara. 
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DAY 1 
Omaha

MORNING

Start your morning off right with a 
backstage experience at Omaha’s Henry 
Doorly Zoo & Aquarium (allow 1.5 hours) 
or explore its many other exciting activities, 
including the world’s largest indoor 
rainforest and the Desert Dome. The 100-
acre Lauritzen Gardens and Kenefick Park 
(allow 1 hour) includes an arboretum, bird 
sanctuary, spring flower walk and a variety 
of gorgeous gardens, while the 5,000 sq. 
ft. visitor center features year-round floral 
displays. Get your art fix at the Joslyn Art 
Museum (allow 1.5 hours), a world-class 
museum featuring exquisite works of art 
from antiquity to the present. Depart for 
downtown Omaha and the Durham Museum 
(allow 1 hour), a restored Art Deco train 
station that showcases the history of Omaha 
and the Union Pacific Railroad.

AFTERNOON

Enjoy an amazing lunch at one of the historic 
Old Market’s exceptional restaurants and 
cafes. Afterward, spend some time browsing 
this eclectic district’s many specialty stores 
and boutiques (allow 2 hours). Become your 
own artist at Hot Shops Art Center (allow 
1 hour) or explore the center’s art studios, 
galleries and exhibition spaces. Explore 
the important contribution the Hispanic 
population has had on Omaha’s history, 
culture and development at El Museo Latino 
(allow 1 hour). 

Take a short drive to west Omaha and the 
world-famous Father Flanagan’s Boys 
Town (allow 1.5 hours). Afterward, enjoy 
dinner in one of west Omaha’s many 
amazing restaurants before checking into 
your hotel. 

DAY 2 
Fremont • Blair • Winnebago • Blair • Ponca 
State Park • Wynot • Hartington Crofton

MORNING

Fremont has a great selection of antique 
shops in its historic downtown district. But if 
outdoor adventure is more to your liking, feel 
the wind blowing through your hair as you 
speed down the Platte River on an airboat 
with Bryson’s Airboat Tours (allow 2 hours). 
Next stop is Blair and a visit to the DeSoto 
Chute National Wildlife Refuge Visitor Center 
(allow 1.5 hours) where you can take an 
up-close, behind the scenes tour of more 
than 200,000 well preserved artifacts from 
the Steamboat Bertrand, which sunk in the 
Missouri River in 1865. 

Head north on the Lewis & Clark Scenic 
Byway to the Winnebago Indian Reservation 
where you can enjoy an art demonstration 
or shop for hand-crafted American Indian 
products at Woodland Trails Art & Learning 
Center (allow 1 hour). Named in honor of the 
first Winnebago woman to attend college, the 
Angel DeCora Museum and Research Center 
(allow 1 hour) displays Winnebago artifacts, 
paintings, traditional clothing and other 
historical items. Before departing Winnebago, 
take a quick view of the Tribes’ bison herd.

AFTERNOON

Stop in South Sioux City for a relaxing 
lunch in one of this gateway city’s many fine 
restaurants. After lunch, continue west on 
the Outlaw Trail Scenic Byway to Ponca 
State Park, the eastern gateway to the 
Missouri National Recreational River. Enjoy 
fall hayrack and haunted hayrack rides in 
October and buffalo burgers, Lewis and Clark 
stew, and fish fries in the summer and fall. 

The Missouri National Recreational River 
Resource and Education Center (allow 1 hour) 
highlights the area’s rich Native American 
culture, the steamboat era, river ecology and 

natural history. The park’s tri-state overlook 
gives a breathtaking view of the Missouri River 
and the surrounding countryside. 

Stop for an afternoon break and shopping 
at St. James Marketplace (allow 1 hour), 
a wonderful local farmer’s market, craft 
fair and tearoom in Wynot. Enjoy a glass 
of Nebraska wine produced from hand-
harvested vineyards at Nissen Winery and 
Outlaw Trail Center (allow 1 hour) near 
Hartington. Step back in time at the Historic 
Argo Hotel in Crofton, your dining and lodging 
location for the night. 

DAY 3 
Niobara • Royal • Neligh • Norfolk • Columbus

MORNING

After a great breakfast, head to Kreycik 
Riverview Elk Ranch (allow 2 hours) to 
encounter wildlife close up. Ride in a covered 
wagon to hand feed buffalo as they clamor to 
you for corn! The gift shop sells a variety of 
buffalo-related products, clothing and food. 
Ashfall Fossil Beds State Historical Park 
(allow 1 hour) near Royal is one of the richest 
fossil finds in the northern hemisphere. 
Watch scientists in the Rhino Barn diligently 
uncover whole skeletons of prehistoric 
mammals covered by volcanic ash millions  
of years ago. 

Home to one of the few remaining water-
powered mills in the state, Neligh Mills State 
Historic Site (allow 45 minutes) in Neligh 
takes you back to a time when the mill was 
the center of commerce for many towns. 

AFTERNOON

Enjoy lunch at one of Norfolk’s many great 
restaurants before heading to your next 
tour stop. The Johnny Carson exhibit at 
the Elkhorn Valley Museum and Research 
Center (allow 1 hour) in Norfolk includes an 
impressive collection of his personal items, 
including videotapes, vintage photographs 

Explore the bustling urban centers of Lincoln and Omaha 
and their many top-quality dining, shopping and lodging 
possibilities. Venture deeper into northeast Nebraska and 
experience small-town charm and down-home hospitality. 
This tour winds through some of this region’s best tourism 
opportunities where you can enjoy award winning wines, 
scenic vistas and overlooks, working farms, exciting outdoor 
activities, and colorful Native American culture and history.
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and his six Emmy Awards. An interactive 
home theater shows selected Tonight Show 
episodes and monologues. 

Depart Norfolk for Columbus where 
you’ll start off your tour with a visit to the 
Andrew Jackson Higgins Memorial (allow 
30 minutes). The memorial features a life-size 
replica of the Higgins landing craft, which 
helped the Allies win the Second World 
War. A bronze eagle statue sits atop a steel 
structure made from material salvaged from 
the 2001 World Trade Center disaster. 

Columbus is an industrial city and a visit 
to Behlen Manufacturing Company (allow 
1 hour) proves that. The company produces 
steel buildings, grain bins, grain dryers and 
livestock equipment, including fences, tanks 
and feeders that are sold all over the world. 
Take a brewery tour at Dusters Restaurant 
and Gottberg Brew Pub (allow 2 hours) 
before enjoying a fresh, made-from-scratch 
dinner. Settle in for the evening at one of 
Columbus’ fine lodging establishments. 

DAY 4 
York • Lincoln

MORNING

After a fresh start, depart for York and 
an attraction unique to this town. Lee’s 
Legendary Marbles and Collectibles (allow 
45 minutes) houses the largest collection of 
marbles in the world. So, if you want to find 
your marbles, you might just do so at this 
one-of-a-kind attraction. Next stop is Wessel’s 
Living History Farm (allow 1.5 hours) where 
you can experience first-hand farm life from 
the 1920s until modern times.

AFTERNOON

Next, depart for Lincoln for lunch in the 
Historic Haymarket District or the new 
Railyard. Afterward, take a walking tour 
and explore the district’s many turn-of-the-
century buildings that have been converted 
into specialty shops, restaurants, bars and 
apartments (allow 2 hours for lunch and 

walking tour). While downtown, explore the 
impressive Sheldon Museum of Art (allow 
1 hour), an excellent modern art gallery 
housing Twentieth-century American art. 
The building, designed by internationally 
acclaimed architect Phillip Johnson, is a work 
of art within itself and a definite must see. 

Get an up-close understanding of Nebraska’s 
unique Unicameral Legislature-the only 
one in the country-with a guided tour of the 
impressive State Capitol (allow 1 hour). 

A short drive south of Lincoln is Spring 
Creek Prairie Audubon Center (allow 1 hour), 
which includes more than 350 plant species 
and 170 bird species on more than 600 acres 
of rare native tall-grass prairie, springs, 
wetlands and ponds. An on-site gift shops 
features a diverse selection of nature-related 
gifts and souvenirs. Enjoy dinner and a 
restful evening in Lincoln at one of the city’s 
fine restaurants and hotels. You can depart 
Nebraska the following morning or extend 
your tour to southeast Nebraska.
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DAY 1 
Omaha • Bellevue

MORNING

Begin your adventure through southeast 
Nebraska at Omaha’s Henry Doorly Zoo 
& Aquarium (allow 1.5 hours) where you 
can enjoy a backstage experience, visit the 
world’s largest indoor rainforest and the 
Desert Dome, or get a bird’s eye view of 
the zoo on the Zoofari. Explore the impact 
African Americans had on Omaha’s art and 
music scene at Love’s Jazz & Arts Center 
(allow 1 hour) before heading downtown 
to the Durham Museum (allow 1.5 hours). 
Located in a restored Art Deco train station, 
the museum showcases the history of Omaha 
and the Union Pacific Railroad. 

AFTERNOON

Afterward, eat lunch in the adjacent Old 
Market followed by shopping, browsing or 
simply relaxing in this historic district (allow 
1.5 hours). Next stop is Lauritzen Gardens 
and Kenefick Park (allow 1 hour). This 
100-acre facility features an arboretum, bird 
sanctuary and a variety of gardens. Don’t 
miss the year-round floral displays in the 
visitor center. 

The last stop in Omaha is El Museo Latino 
(allow 1 hour), which highlights the important 
contribution the Hispanic population has had 
on the city’s history, culture and development. 

Depart for Bellevue and your first stop, a tour 
of Offutt Air Force Base (allow 1.5 hours). 
Afterward, take a tour of Moonstruck 
Meadery (allow 1 hour) and taste mead in a 
variety of flavors, including cherry, blueberry, 
peach and pepper. This is the first such 
business in Nebraska. Enjoy a tour and then a 
wonderful meal and entertainment at Soaring 
Wings Vineyard & Brewery (allow 1.5 hours) 
before heading to your hotel for the evening. 

DAY 2 
Nebraska City • Brownville

MORNING

Upon arrival in Nebraska City, begin your tour 
at Arbor Lodge State Historical Park and 
Arboretum (allow 1 hour), home of J. Sterling 
Morton, the father of Arbor Day. The 
260-acre Arbor Day Farm (allow 1.5 hours) 
is a working farm orchard and forest. Don’t 
forget to pick up a tree seedling at the Lied 
Greenhouse while there. Experience Lewis 
and Clark’s journey at the Missouri River 
Basin Lewis & Clark Interpretive Trail & 
Visitor Center (allow 1 hour), an 80-acre 
facility overlooking the Missouri River and 
the only center in the country dedicated to 
the flora, fauna and scientific discoveries 
along their journey. 

AFTERNOON

Enjoy a delicious lunch at one of Nebraska 
City’s fine restaurants before heading to 
Kimmel Orchard & Vineyard (allow 1 hour) 
to load up on fresh fruits and vegetables. 
Continue on to historic Brownville where  
the first stop is at the two-story book  
store-Lyceum Café (allow 45 minutes). 
Whiskey Run Creek Vineyard & Winery  
(allow 1 hour) is one of the state’s oldest 
wineries and offers a variety of quality  
wines for tasting and purchase. 

EVENING

End your time in Brownville on a leisurely 
dinner cruise down the Missouri River on  
the Spirit of Brownville (allow 1.5 hours). 
After dinner, depart for Beatrice for the 
evening’s lodging.

DAY 3 
Beatrice • Lincoln • Ashland • Gretna

MORNING

The day starts with a step back into time 
when this land was first settled by early 
pioneers. The grounds of Homestead 
National Monument of America (allow 
1.5 hours) include the Homestead Heritage 
Center, hiking trails through virgin prairie 
grasses and living history demonstrations. 
Depart for Lincoln where the first stop 
is the International Quilt Study Center & 
Museum (allow 1 hour), the world’s largest 
publicly held quilt collection with more than 
4,000 quilts from more than 25 countries. 

Head downtown to the Sheldon Museum of 
Art (allow 1 hour). Designed by internationally 
acclaimed architect Philip Johnson, the 
museum is an excellent modern art gallery 
featuring Twentieth-century American art.

AFTERNOON

Enjoy lunch and then a walking tour of the 
Historic Haymarket District where galleries, 
restaurants, antique stores, eclectic shops, 
bars and coffee houses are located in 
renovated turn-of-the-century buildings 
(allow 2 hours for lunch and tour). After 
lunch, enjoy a guided tour of the impressive 
State Capitol (allow 1 hour) building, home to 
the nation’s only one-house legislative body, 
the Nebraska Unicameral. 

Depart Lincoln for Ashland and the Strategic 
Air and Space Museum (allow 1 hour), a 
3,000 sq. ft. exhibit space featuring aircraft 
from various world conflicts. An onsite 
restoration hanger lets you watch these 
magnificent machines being restored. End 
this portion of your southeast Nebraska tour 
at Nebraska’s newest outlet mall, Nebraska 
Crossing Outlets (allow 1.5 hours) near 
Gretna. With more than 70 outlet stores and 
eateries, there’s something for everyone!

Rejuvenate yourself in southeastern Nebraska and 
understand why many pioneers considered this part of 
the Great Plains to be the Promised Land. The mighty 
Missouri River played a major role in shaping the history 
and settlement of southeast Nebraska. Today, you can 
explore a variety of historical and cultural museums, 
outdoor recreation, shopping, fine dining and world-class 
wineries throughout this inviting part of the state. 
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FROM COSMOPOLITAN TO COWBOYS: 
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DAY 1 
Omaha, Bellevue

MORNING

Start your morning off with a backstage 
experience at Omaha’s Henry Doorly Zoo 
& Aquarium (allow 1.5 hours) or explore the 
zoo’s many other exciting activities, including 
the world’s largest indoor rainforest and 
the Desert Dome. The Zoofari gives you a 
bird’s eye view of the zoo. Learn more about 
African Americans’ impact on Omaha’s art 
scene at Love’s Jazz & Arts Center (allow 
1 hour). Afterward, explore the history of 
Omaha and the Union Pacific Railroad at the 
Durham Museum (allow 1.5 hours), housed in 
a restored Art Deco train station.

AFTERNOON

Enjoy a delicious at any of the fantastic 
restaurants in the historic Old Market, an 
eclectic shopping and dining district with 
dozens of boutiques, nightclubs, bars, cafés 
and upscale restaurants. After lunch, take a 
short drive to west Omaha and the world-
famous Father Flanagan’s Boys Town (allow 
1.5 hours). The last stop in Omaha is El Museo 
Latino (allow 1 hour) in south Omaha. This 
museum highlights the important contribution 
the Hispanic population has had on Omaha’s 
history, culture and development. 

Depart for Bellevue and your first stop, a tour 
of Offutt Air Force Base (allow 1.5 hours). 
Afterward, take a tour of Moonstruck 
Meadery (allow 1 hour), and taste mead in a 
variety of flavors, including cherry, blueberry, 
peach and pepper. This is the first such 
business in Nebraska. Enjoy a delicious 
dinner and tour of Nebraska Brewing 
Company (allow 1.5 hours) in Papillion before 
settling in for the evening at your hotel. 

DAY 2 
Gretna • Ashland • Lincoln • York 

MORNING

The Holy Family Shrine near Gretna is an 
impressive glass chapel and a respite for the 
weary traveler (allow 30 minutes). Get your 
shop on at Nebraska’s newest outlet mall, 
Nebraska Crossing Outlets (allow 1.5 hours). 
With more than 70 outlet stores and eateries, 
there’s something for everyone! 

Depart for Ashland and the Strategic Air 
and Space Museum (allow 1 hour). This 
3,000 sq. ft. exhibit space features aircraft 
from various world conflicts and an onsite 
restoration hanger lets you watch these 
magnificent machines being restored. The 
next stop is Lincoln for a guided tour of 
the impressive State Capitol (allow 1 hour) 
building, home to the nation’s only one-house 
legislative body, the Unicameral. 

AFTERNOON

After lunch, explore the Historic Haymarket 
District’s (allow 1 hour) galleries, restaurants, 
antique stores, eclectic shops, bars and 
coffee houses located in renovated turn-
of-the-century buildings. Designed by 
internationally acclaimed architect Philip 
Johnson, the Sheldon Museum of Art (allow 
1 hour) is an excellent modern art gallery 
housing Twentieth-century American 
art. Housing more than 4,000 quilts, the 
International Quilt Study Center & Museum 
(allow 1 hour) is the largest publicly held 
collection of quilts in the world. 

Continue west to York and the Four Winds 
Indian Books (allow 45 minutes), the nation’s 
largest American Indian bookstore. Enjoy 
an excellent made-from-scratch dinner at 
Chances “R” Restaurant and Lounge. Check 
in to your hotel in York and relax from a busy 
day of touring. 

DAY 3 
York • Grand Island • Alda • Gibbon • 
Kearney

MORNING

The morning’s first stop is Wessel’s Living 
History Farm (allow 1.5 hours) where you 
can experience first-hand farm life from the 
1920s until modern times. Depart for Aurora 
for a tour and hands-on learning experiences 
at Edgerton Explorit Center (allow 1 hour). 
The center is dedicated to Aurora native 
Harold “Doc” Edgerton, the inventor of the 
strobe light. Next stop is Grand Island and 
one of the top 10 living history museums in 
the country. The Stuhr Museum of the Prairie 
Pioneer (allow 1.5 hours) will transport you 
back to the early days of the pioneers. 

AFTERNOON

Enjoy lunch and some quality time shopping 
at eclectic galleries and specialty stores in 
Grand Island’s historic downtown district. 
During the spring Sandhill crane migration, 
come face to face with these majestic birds 
at Crane Trust Welcome Center (allow 1 hour) 
near Alda and Rowe Sanctuary and Iain 
Nicolson Audubon Center (allow 1 hour) near 
Gibbon. It’s an amazing sight and sound that 
you’ll remember forever! 

Continue on to Kearney where you’ll visit the 
Museum of Nebraska Art (allow 1 hour), also 
known locally as MONA. Housed in a historic 
1911 Renaissance revival post office, the 
museum features 11 exceptional galleries and 
more than 5,000 works of art highlighting 
Nebraska and the Great Plains. Enjoy a 
delicious dinner at a show at Merryman 
Performing Arts Center in Kearney before 
checking into one of the city’s finer lodging 
establishments. 

Begin your tour in Omaha with a spellbinding Broadway 
show at the Orpheum Theatre and a delicious dinner in 
the Old Market. End it in Ogallala with a mouthwatering 
steak dinner and a rootin’ tootin’ Old West cowboy show 
at Front Street and Cowboy Museum. So eat, drink and be 
merry as you follow the path of the American west along 
one of the nation’s busiest migration and transportation 
routes, the Great Platte River Road.
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DAY 4 
Kearney • Lexington • Gothenburg •  
North Platte

MORNING

The day starts out at the Classic Car 
Collection (allow 1 hour). This impressive 
collection includes more than 140 vintage 
automobiles from the early 1900’s to the 
1980’s and has been called the “best public 
car attraction between Chicago and Denver!” 
Your last stop before leaving Kearney 
is The Archway (allow 1.5 hours). This 
impressive, three-story, interactive museum 
commemorates the nation’s westward 
expansion and is the only tourist attraction 
in the nation to span a federal interstate 
highway. The Heartland Museum of Military 
Vehicles (allow 1 hour) in Lexington is an 
impressive collection of military equipment 
and machinery. 

AFTERNOON

Tour the daily operations of a successful 
winery at Mac’s Creek Vineyards and Winery 
(allow 45 minutes) before enjoying an 
expertly prepared lunch at Prairie Bistro at 
Mac’s Creek Winery. Depart Lexington and 
travel to Gothenburg to view one of the few 

Pony Express (allow 30 minutes) stations 
still intact in Nebraska. 

Next stop is North Platte, home of Colonel 
William F. “Buffalo Bill” Cody where you 
can tour his former home and historic barn 
at Buffalo Bill State Historical Park (allow 
1.5 hours). Experience a glass of Nebraska 
wine at Feather River Vineyard (allow 
45 minutes), the largest winery in the state. 
Afterward, enjoy a delicious dinner at the 
vineyard before returning to North Platte and 
checking into your hotel. 

DAY 5 
North Platte • Ogallala

MORNING

Start the morning off with a bird’s eye, 
360-degree view of Union Pacific Railroad’s 
Bailey Yard-the world’s largest railroad 
classification yard-from atop the 95-foot 
tall, 8-story Golden Spike Tower and Visitor 
Center (allow 1 hour). Historical and regional 
railroad memorabilia can be purchased in the 
gift shop. 

Before departing North Platte, take some 
time to browse Fort Cody Trading Post (allow 
45 minutes), one of the state’s largest, and 

most eclectic gift shops. Explore the Old 
West Museum in the back of the store and 
don’t miss the 20,000-piece, hand-carved 
animated miniature version of Buffalo Bill’s 
Wild West Show. 

Your next stop is the Old West town of 
Ogallala where you’ll tour the amazing 
Meadowlark Hill Lilac Collection (allow 
1 hour), one of the largest privately held lilac 
collections in the world. Return to Ogallala 
for a visit to the unique Petrified Wood and 
Art Gallery (allow 45 minutes), a natural 
history gallery specializing in ancient woods, 
fossils and Native American artifacts. 

AFTERNOON

Enjoy a delicious western cowboy lunch 
at Front Street and Cowboy Museum 
(allow 2 hours) where you also can catch 
The Crystal Palace Revue and Shoot Out, 
Nebraska’s longest-running summer theatre. 
After lunch, head to the state’s largest lake, 
Lake McConaughy, and the Lake McConaughy 
Visitor and Water Interpretive Center (allow 
1 hour). This is the state’s first water-related 
facility and houses interactive educational 
exhibits highlighting the Platte River and  
High Plains Aquifer. 
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WESTWARD HO! 
FOLLOWING THE OREGON AND MORMON TRAILS

DAY 1 
Beatrice • Fairbury • Hebron • Superior • 
Red Cloud • Hastings

MORNING

Start your trek along the Overland Trails 
in Beatrice where you can step back into 
a time when this land was first settled by 
the early pioneers. Homestead National 
Monument of America (allow 1.5 hours) has 
hiking trails through virgin prairie grasses 
and living history demonstrations, while 
the Homestead Heritage Center brings the 
western homesteading story to life. Continue 
westward to Fairbury and Rock Creek 
Station State Historical Park (allow 1 hour), 
one of the best sites to view original Oregon 
Trail wagon ruts. This also is where “Wild” 
Bill Hickok gained notoriety for killing his 
first victims. 

End your tour of Fairbury by exploring 
original artwork from Nebraska artists at 
New Earth Clay Pottery and Art Gallery 
(allow 1 hour). Next, continue westward 
to Hebron for a unique stop. Have your 
photograph taken while sitting on the World’s 
Largest Porch Swing (allow 30 minutes) 
before heading to lunch in town. 

AFTERNOON

After lunch, your next stop is Superior 
Estates Winery (allow 1 hour) in Superior 
for a glass of Nebraska wine and a 
stunning view of the vineyards. Continue 
on to historic Red Cloud, home to Pulitzer 
Prize-winning author Willa Cather. Tour 
Willa’s childhood home and seven renovated 
buildings that were important to her life and 
books at Willa Cather State Historic Site 
(allow 1.5 hours). The restored 1885 Red 
Cloud Opera House (allow 1 hour) houses 
a bookstore, art gallery, theatre and Willa 
Cather memorabilia. 

The Hastings Museum (allow 1.5 hours) 
is home to one of the best natural history 
collections in the state, and its one-of-a-
kind Kool-Aid: Discover the Dream interactive 

exhibit highlights the story of the birth of 
one of America’s favorite soft drinks. Lifelike 
murals and replicas, a fiber-optic river of 
Kool-Aid, interactive kiosks and the original 
Kool-Aid Man costume tell the story. A short 
drive north is Grand Island and your lodging 
spot for the night. 

DAY 2 
Grand Island • Alda • Gibbon • Kearney 

MORNING

Noted as one of the top 10 living history 
museums in the country, Grand Island’s 
Stuhr Museum of the Prairie Pioneer (allow 
1.5 hours) will transport you back to the 
early days of the pioneers. Explore Fonner 
Park (allow 1.5 hours) and Grand Island’s 
newest exhibit, “Raising Nebraska: Your 
food and the families who grow it.” This 
25,000 sq. ft. museum connects consumers 
with the farmers who raise their food by 
explaining the necessary steps to go from 
“farm to fork.” Afterward visit historic 
downtown Grand Island and the Grand 
Theatre for a refreshing cup of hot chocolate 
(allow 30 minutes). 

During the annual sandhill crane migration 
in the spring, come face to face with these 
majestic birds during a personal guided 
Sandhill crane-viewing tour at the Crane 
Trust Welcome Center (allow 2-3 hours) 
or the Rowe Sanctuary and Iain Nicolson 
Audubon Center (allow 2-3 hours), between 
Grand Island and Kearney. It’s an amazing 
sight and sound that you’ll remember forever! 
Afterwards, and during the non-migration 
season, explore the gift shops, trails and 
other exhibits at these two great attractions. 

AFTERNOON

Enjoy lunch and a tour of The Archway 
(allow 2 hours) in Kearney. This impressive, 
three-story, interactive museum 
commemorates the nation’s westward 
expansion and is the only tourist attraction 
in the nation located over a federal interstate 

highway. The Classic Car Collection (allow 
1 hour) includes more than 140 vintage 
automobiles from the early 1900’s to the 
1980’s and has been called the “best public 
car attraction between Chicago and Denver!” 

Housed in a historic 1911 Renaissance 
revival post office, the Museum of Nebraska 
Art (allow 1 hour) features 11 exceptional 
galleries and more than 5,000 works of 
art highlighting Nebraska and the Great 
Plains. Round your evening in Kearney 
off with a tour of Thunder Head Brewing 
Company, followed by an award-winning 
beer and stone oven baked pizza for dinner 
(allow 1.5 hours). Kearney has a number 
of excellent lodging properties for you to 
choose from. 

DAY 3 
Lexington • North Platte • Paxton • Ogallala

MORNING

After breakfast, explore your westward trek 
After breakfast, continue your westward trek 
to Lexington to tour an impressive collection 
of military equipment and machinery at 
the Heartland Museum of Military Vehicles 
(allow 1 hour). Your next stop is North Platte, 
home of NEBRASKAland Days and “Buffalo 
Bill” Cody. Fort Cody Trading Post (allow 
45 minutes) is one of the state’s largest, and 
most eclectic, gift shops. Explore the Old 
West Museum in the back of the store and 
don’t miss the 20,000-piece, hand-carved 
animated miniature version of Buffalo Bill’s 
Wild West Show. 

Enjoy a spectacular 360-degree view of 
Union Pacific Railroad’s Bailey Yard (the 
world’s largest railroad classification yard) 
from atop the 95-foot tall, 8-story Golden 
Spike Tower and Visitor Center (allow 1 hour). 
Historical and regional railroad memorabilia 
can be purchased in the gift shop. Your 
final stop in North Platte is a tour of Colonel 
William F. “Buffalo Bill” Cody’s house and 
historic barn at Buffalo Bill State Historical 
Park (allow 1 hour).

The journey to a new life in the west was long and arduous, 
and the graves of the many pioneers who did not make it 
remind modern-day travelers of the hardships these early 
pioneers faced. Follow their footsteps and their spirits as 
you go on your own pioneer journey across this great state. 
From the wide-open prairies of southeastern Nebraska to the 
rugged terrain of western Nebraska, this is a journey that will 
leave you feeling amazed and content.
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WESTWARD HO! 
FOLLOWING THE OREGON AND MORMON TRAILS

AFTERNOON

Stop in Paxton for a delicious, mouth-
watering Nebraska steak at one of the state’s 
most famous watering holes, Ole’s Big Game 
Steakhouse (allow 1 hour). Your next stop is 
Ogallala and its colorful Old West character. 
Explore the Petrified Wood and Art Gallery 
(allow 45 minutes), a natural history gallery 
specializing in ancient woods, fossils and 
Native American artifacts. 

Next take a drive to the state’s largest lake, 
Lake McConaughy, and the Lake McConaughy 
Visitor and Water Interpretive Center (allow 
1 hour). This is the state’s first water-related 
educational facility and houses interactive 
exhibits highlighting the Platte River and the 
High Plains Aquifer. 

Enjoy an authentic western dinner and the 
Crystal Palace Review at Front Street and 
Cowboy Museum (allow 2 hours). With gun 
fights, dance hall girls, cowboys and great 

songs, the Crystal Palace review is the 
perfect ending to your day in Ogallala. 

DAY 4 
Ogallala • Lewellen • Bayard • Gering 

MORNING

Tour the 1887 Victorian Mansion on the 
Hill (allow 45 minutes) before departing 
Ogallala for Lewellen and Ash Hollow State 
Historical Park (allow 1 hour). View original 
pioneer wagon ruts at this major Overland 
Trail stopover. Explore Ash Hollow Cave and 
learn about the area’s history, archaeology, 
paleontology and Native Americans at the 
visitor center. 

Continue to downtown Lewellen to The Most 
Unlikely Place where you’ll admire pastels, 
watercolors, glass etchings and wood 
sculptures created by local artists before 
sitting down to a delicious lunch made with 

local ingredients (allow 1.5 hours for tour  
and lunch). 

AFTERNOON

Depart for Bayard to visit Chimney Rock, the 
most recognized landmark along the Oregon 
Trail. Chimney Rock National Historic Site 
Visitors Center (allow 1.5 hours) showcases 
fascinating stories from pioneers as they 
trekked westward. Next stop is Scotts Bluff 
National Monument (allow 1.5 hours) near 
Gering. This was a prominent landmark for 
American Indians, fur traders, and Oregon 
and Mormon trail pioneers who used it as a 
guide westward. At 800 feet above the North 
Platte River, a drive to the summit gives you 
a tremendous view of the entire valley and 
the wagon ruts that are still visible at the 
base. A gift shop and museum in the visitor 
center show the historical importance of the 
trail and the area’s colorful history. 
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JOURNEYS ACROSS WESTERN NEBRASKA

DAY 1 
Ogallala • Lewellen • Alliance 

MORNING

Ogallala embraces its colorful western 
past at Front Street and Cowboy Museum 
(allow 1 hour) where you can catch The 
Crystal Palace Revue and Shoot Out, 
Nebraska’s longest-running summer theatre. 
Visit the Petrified Wood and Art Gallery 
(allow 45 minutes) a natural history gallery 
specializing in ancient woods, fossils and 
American Indian artifacts. 

On the way out of Ogallala, stop by Lake 
McConaughy and the Lake McConaughy 
Visitor and Water Interpretive Center (allow 
1 hour). The state’s first water-related facility 
houses interactive educational exhibits 
highlighting the Platte River and High Plains 
Aquifer. Continue west on the Western Trails 
Scenic & Historic Byway to Lewellen and a 
tour of 17 Ranch Winery (allow 45 minutes). 

AFTERNOON

While in town, enjoy a delicious homemade 
lunch at The Most Unlikely Place (allow 
1 hour) while admiring pastels, watercolors, 
glass etchings and wood sculptures created 
by local artists. After lunch, settle back for a 
scenic ride through a portion of the Nebraska 
Sandhills to Alliance. 

Explore the rich pioneer spirit of western 
Nebraska, the Sandhills, Ogallala Aquifer, 
Native American culture and more at the 
Knight Museum and Sandhills Center (allow 
1 hour). The Carnegie Arts Center (allow 
45 minutes) features works by local and 
regional artists, a gift shop and a sculpture 
garden. Dinner and this evening’s lodging  
are in Alliance. 

DAY 2 
Chadron • Crawford • Agate Fossil Beds 
National Monument

MORNING

Nebraska attraction. Carhenge (allow 
30 minutes) is an exact replica of England’s 
world-famous Stonehenge, but using old 
cars instead of stones. Continue north along 
the Gold Rush Byway to Chadron to explore 
the Museum of the Fur Trade (allow 1 hour). 
This one-of-a-kind museum is dedicated to 
preserving the nation’s lucrative fur-trading 
industry. Also on museum grounds is the 
Bordeaux Trading Post (built 1837) which  
is listed on the National Register of  
Historic Places. 

Continue west on Bridges to Buttes Byway 
to Crawford and discover a stark Badlands 
landscape at Toadstool Geologic Park  
(allow 1 hour). View examples of eroded  
clay/sandstone formations on an easy  
one-mile loop trail and a reconstructed  
sod house for a glimpse into the past when 
sod was the only available building material. 

Enjoy guided interpretive tours and hands-
on activities at Hudson-Meng Research and 
Education Center (allow 1 hour), site where 
600 bison died 10,000 years ago. Observe 
active archaeological excavations in June.

AFTERNOON

Lunch is at High Plains Homestead (allow 
1.5 hours), a recreated Old West village 
featuring a working blacksmith shop, antique 
store and the Dirty Creek Saloon. Visit the 
old-fashioned general store to pick up a 
special gift or rustic souvenir. Next stop is 
Fort Robinson State Park (allow 2 hours) for 
historic tours, Jeep and stagecoach rides 
through the majestic, pine-covered buttes, 
viewing pasture for bison and purebred 
Texas longhorn herds, and much more.  
View the dramatic “Clash of the Mammoths 
exhibit at the park’s Trailside Museum of 
Natural History. 

Next stop is south of Harrison and the 
3,000-acre Agate Fossil Beds National 
Monument (allow 1 hour). This fossil lover’s 
paradise also includes an interpretive center 
and the impressive Cook Collection of 
artifacts from Red Cloud of the Oglala Lakota 
Sioux. Continue to Scottsbluff/Gering for 
dinner and your lodging for the evening. 

DAY 3 
Gering • Bayard • Sidney 

MORNING

Start your morning in Gering and 800 feet 
above the North Platte River at Scotts Bluff 
National Monument (allow 1.5 hours). This 
prominent landmark was used by Native 
Americans, fur traders, and Oregon and 
Mormon trail pioneers as a guide westward. 
A drive to the summit gives you a tremendous 
view of the entire valley and the wagon ruts 
that are still visible at the base. A gift shop 
and museum show the historical importance 
of the trail and the area’s colorful history. 

Explore the history of farm and ranch 
equipment with vintage horse-drawn and 
steam-powered engines at the Legacy of 
the Plains Museum (allow 1 hour). Depart 
for Bayard to stand beneath Chimney Rock, 
the most recognized landmark along the 
Oregon Trail. The Chimney Rock National 
Historic Site Visitors Center (allow 1.5 hours) 
showcases fascinating stories from pioneers 
as they trekked westward. 

AFTERNOON

Eat lunch in Bayard before continuing south 
on the Gold Rush Scenic Byway to Sidney 
and Cabela’s (allow 1 hour) the world’s 
largest outdoor outfitter. Don’t miss its 
centerpiece: a man-made mountain featuring 
dozens of animals

Western Nebraska is a vast region of great diversity. Wide 
open, windswept high plains in the south; green, rolling 
Sandhills in the center; and rugged buttes and bluffs in the 
north, this region will delight and inspire you. Four state 
scenic byways cross the region: Bridges to Buttes Byway, 
Sandhills Journey Scenic Byway, Western Trails Scenic & 
Historic Byway, and Gold Rush Scenic Byway.
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JOURNEYS ACROSS WESTERN NEBRASKA
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SOUTHWESTERN NEBRASKA CHARM

DAY 1 
Ogallala • Champion • Trenton • McCook

MORNING

Ogallala embraces its colorful western past 
at Front Street and Cowboy Museum (allow 
1 hour) where you can catch The Crystal 
Palace Revue and Shoot Out, Nebraska’s 
longest-running summer theatre. Visit the 
Petrified Wood and Art Gallery (allow 1 hour), 
a natural history gallery specializing in 
ancient woods, fossils and American Indian 
artifacts. Next stop is Champion and a tour 
of Nebraska’s last water-powered flour mill, 
Champion Mill State Historical Park (allow 
1.5 hours). 

AFTERNOON

Return to Imperial for a wonderful homemade 
lunch at one of the town’s restaurants. 
Next break is a stop in Trenton at Massacre 
Canyon Monument and Visitor Center (allow 
30 minutes). The visitor center recounts 
the story of the last great battle between 
the Sioux and Pawnee tribes. Continue 
to McCook, the largest community in 
southwest Nebraska, and home to several 
excellent restaurants, shops and boutiques 
in its charming historic downtown district. 
Learn the jargon of coffee and taste several 

samples of popular coffee drinks during 
“Espresso 101” at Sehnert’s Bakery and 
Bieroc Café (allow 1 hour). 

Sen. George Norris was a McCook native and 
one of the nation’s most influential senators. 
Take a glimpse of his life at Senator George 
Norris State Historic Site (allow 1 hour) 
where you’ll view artifacts and memorabilia 
from his 45 years in the U.S. Congress. 
Located in a historic building, Loop Brewing 
Company (allow 1.5 hours) offers fresh brick-
oven pizza and smooth craft beer in a unique 
and relaxing atmosphere. McCook also is 
your overnight stop at one of its many fine 
lodging properties. 

DAY 2 
Holdredge • Lexington • Gothenburg •  
North Platte

MORNING

Depart McCook for Cambridge and a guided 
Nebraska Prairie Museum (allow 1.5 hours). 
This museum houses an impressive 
collection of items from Camp Atlanta, 
works of art created by POWs, and a variety 
of interesting historical exhibits and displays 
on museum grounds. 

AFTERNOON

Depart for Lexington for lunch, wine tasting 
and a tour of Mac’s Creek Vineyards and 
Winery (allow 1.5 hours). Next stop is a 
tour of the Heartland Museum of Military 
Vehicles (allow 1 hour) which houses an 
impressive collection of military equipment 
and machinery from different wars and 
conflicts. Continue to Gothenburg to view one 
of the few Pony Express (allow 30 minutes) 
stations still intact in Nebraska. North Platte 
was the home of Colonel William F. “Buffalo 
Bill,” and today you can tour his home and 
historic barn at Buffalo Bill State Historical 
Park (allow 1.5 hours). 

Enjoy a spectacular 360-degree view of 
Union Pacific Railroad’s Bailey Yard (the 
world’s largest railroad classification yard) 
from atop the 95-foot tall, 8-story Golden 
Spike Tower and Visitor Center (allow 1 
hour). Before heading to Wellfleet for dinner, 
make a quick stop at Fort Cody Trading Post 
(allow 45 minutes), one of the state’s largest, 
and most eclectic, gift shops. Explore the 
Old West Museum in the back of the store 
and don’t miss the 20,000-piece, hand-
carved animated miniature version of Buffalo 
Bill’s Wild West Show. North Platte offers 
a number of exceptional restaurants and 
lodging facilities for your group. 

Venture into Lake Country and come face to face 
with old-fashioned small-town hospitality and 
Western history. An Old West revue, influential 
politicians, homey bed and breakfasts, solemn 
historical battlegrounds and cemeteries, delectable 
homemade dishes and desserts, and working farms 
and ranches are some of the delights you’ll explore 
in southwestern Nebraska.
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SOUTHWESTERN NEBRASKA CHARM



T H E M E  A N D  S P E C I A L T Y  T O U R S
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Explore central and western Nebraska’s artistic and cultural sides. 
Relive the days of the early pioneers, stroll through a beautiful art 
deco theatre, discover the history of Kool-Aid and view valuable 
pieces of art created by Nebraska artists. Immerse yourself in the 
history and culture of the Great Plains region, visit a unique museum 
showcasing intricate works of art created from petrified wood, walk 
through an impressive art gallery of American Indian and western 

art before learning about one of western Nebraska’s most influential writers. 

CENTRAL AND WESTERN NEBRASKA ART  
AND CULTURAL EXPLORATION

DAY 1
Grand Island

AFTERNOON

Begin your arts and cultural tour of central 
and western Nebraska with lunch in Grand 
Island. Afterward, spend a leisurely afternoon 
exploring this city’s historic downtown district 
and its many specialty shops and boutiques, 
coffee houses and markets. The district’s 
three exceptional art galleries and nine antique 
stores also should be on your list of places to 
seek out that perfect work of art or antique 
(allow 3 hours for lunch and shopping). 

Depart downtown to check into your hotel and 
to freshen up before leaving to visit one of the 
top 10 living history museums in the country. 
The Stuhr Museum of the Prairie Pioneer 
(allow 2 hours) will transport you back to the 
early days of Nebraska. While there, don’t 
miss the Wings over the Platte Art Show or 
the Fonner Rotunda, which houses one of the 
state’s finest collections of cowboy and Native 
American art and artifacts. 

The museum’s Stuhr Building is a significant 
architectural example of the work of Edward 
Durell Stone, a 20th Century American 
architect and an early proponent of modern 
architecture. With special arrangements, you 
can enjoy an authentic pioneer dinner at the 
Stuhr Museum or dine on international fare at 
any one of the city’s fine restaurants before 
returning to your hotel. 

DAY 2 
Grand Island • Hastings • Red Cloud

MORNING

Start the day off with coffee or hot chocolate 
and a tour of the historic 1937 Art-Deco 
Grand Theatre (allow 1 hour). Then explore 
Fonner Park and Grand Island’s newest 
exhibit, “Raising Nebraska: Your food and 
the families who grow it.” This 25,000 sq. 
ft. museum connects consumers with the 
farmers who raise their food by explaining 
the necessary steps to go from “farm to 
fork.” The interactive displays feature a 
virtual combine harvest experience, a full-
sized pivot irrigation system, grain bin video 
theater, a 50-foot-long interactive floor map 
of Nebraska, interactive dinner table and 
more. A cooking demonstration using local 
Nebraska ingredients and tasty samples can 
be prearranged to enhance the agricultural 
experience (allow 1.5 hours). 

Visit the Crane Trust Nature and Visitor 
Center (allow 1 hour) where a trained guide 
will talk about the Sandhill cranes and the 
Crane Trust’s programs to protect and study 
these, and other, migratory birds that migrate 
through the Central Nebraska Flyway. Wander 
through the visitor center’s art gallery and gift 
shop before heading outside to explore the 
viewing tower, river bridge and bison herd. 

AFTERNOON

Return to Grand Island to enjoy a savory 
lunch before departing for your next stop, 
the Hastings Museum (allow 1.5 hours) in 
Hastings. This is one of the best natural 
history collections in the state, and its 
one-of-a-kind Kool-Aid: Discover the Dream 
interactive exhibit highlights the story of the 
birth of one of America’s favorite soft drinks. 
Lifelike murals and replicas, a fiber-optic 
river of Kool-Aid, interactive kiosks, and the 
original Kool-Aid Man costume tell the story. 

Continue south to visit the home of Pulitzer 
Prize-winning author Willa Cather at the Willa 

Cather State Historic Site (allow 2 hours) 
in Red Cloud. Tour her childhood home and 
seven renovated buildings that were important 
to her life and books. Afterward, visit the 
restored 1885 Red Cloud Opera House, 
featuring a bookstore, art gallery, theatre and 
Willa Cather memorabilia. Afterward, settle 
back and enjoy the ride to Kearney, your 
dinner and accommodations spot

DAY 3 
Kearney • Lextington, North Platte

MORNING

Your first stop after breakfast is the Classic 
Car Collection (allow 1 hour). This impressive 
collection includes more than 140 vintage 
automobiles from the early 1900’s to the 
1980’s and has been called the “best public 
car attraction between Chicago and Denver!” 
No birding or outdoor tour is complete 
without a stop at Cabela’s (allow 45 minutes), 
the World’s Foremost Outfitter for some gear. 
Make sure you buy some delicious fudge 
there to satisfy your sweet tooth for the rest 
of the day. 

Enjoy an outstanding guided tour of 
the top-rated Museum of Nebraska Art 
(allow 1.5 hours). Housed in a historic 1911 
Renaissance revival post office, the museum 
features 11 exceptional galleries and more than 
5,000 works of art highlighting Nebraska and 
the Great Plains. 

AFTERNOON

Next stop is The Archway (allow 2.5 hours 
for tour and lunch). This impressive, three-
story, interactive museum commemorates 
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the nation’s westward expansion and is the 
only tourist attraction in the country to span 
a federal interstate highway. Enjoy a catered 
lunch at The Archway before or after the 
guided tour. Continue to Lexington for a tour 
and wine tasting at Mac’s Creek Vineyard & 
Winery (allow 1 hour). 

Depart for North Platte to check into your 
lodging to freshen up before dinner, a tour 
and entertainment at Buffalo Bill State 
Historical Park (allow 2 hours), home of 
famous showman “Buffalo Bill” Cody. 

DAY 4 
North Platte • Ogallala

MORNING

First stop in the morning is Fort Cody Trading 
Post (allow 45 minutes), one of the state’s 
largest, and most eclectic, gift shops. Explore 
the Old West Museum in the back of the store 
and don’t miss the 20,000-piece, hand-
carved animated miniature version of Buffalo 
Bill’s Wild West Show. Explore eight acres 
of history in a restored Old West town at the 
Lincoln County Historical Museum (allow 
1.5 hours). Home to the famous North Platte 
Canteen exhibit, the museum immerses you 
in the native culture and history of this part of 
the Great Plains. 

Enjoy a spectacular 360-degree view of 
Union Pacific Railroad’s Bailey Yard (the 
world’s largest railroad classification yard) 
from atop the 95-foot tall, 8-story Golden 
Spike Tower and Visitor Center (allow 
1 hour). Historical and regional railroad 
memorabilia can be purchased in the gift 
shop. Enjoy a tasty lunch in North Platte 
before your departure to Ogallala. 

AFTERNOON

The tour now switches to Mountain Time, 
one hour behind Central Time. Your first 
stop will be Mansion on the Hill (allow 
1 hour), an 1887 Victorian mansion where 
you can step back in history to an earlier 
Ogallala. The mansion has many unique 
features, including ten foot ceilings, sixteen 
inch thick solid brick walls, walnut shuttered 
windows and solid brass hardware. 

This is followed by a tour of the unique 
Petrified Wood and Art Gallery (allow 
45 minutes) where you’ll find intricate works 
of art made from petrified wood from around 
the world. The onsite gift shop offers unique 
and collectible gift items. 

Ogallala truly embraces its colorful western 
past and you can experience this past at 
Front Street and Cowboy Museum (allow 
1 hour), a recreation of a 1880s main street. 
Check into your hotel to freshen up before 
heading to dinner. During the summer, don’t 

miss The Crystal Palace Revue and Shoot 
Out, Nebraska’s longest-running summer 
theatre, at Front Street and Cowboy Museum.

DAY 5
Ogallala • Lewellen • Bayard

MORNING

Ogallala also is home to Lake McConaughy, 
the state’s largest lake and the Lake 
McConaughy Visitor and Water Interpretive 
Center (allow 1 hour), the state’s first 
water-related facility. Displays include 
interactive and educational exhibits that 
highlight the Platte River and the High Plains 
Aquifer. Depart for Lewellen where you’ll 
learn more about the western migration at 
Ash Hollow State Historical Park (allow 
1.5 hours). This was a major stopover on 
the Overland Trail and ruts carved into the 
ground by westbound pioneers are still 
visible on Windlass Hill. Explore the area’s 
history, archaeology and paleontology at the 
interpretive center.

AFTERNOON

Continue to The Most Unlikely Place (allow 
1.5 hours) which houses amazing works-of-
art created by local artists. Admire pastels, 
watercolors, glass etchings and wood 
sculptures as you enjoy a delicious lunch 
prepared using local ingredients. After lunch, 
head down the street for a wine tasting at 
1 Ranch Winery (45 minutes). After you’ve 
had your fill of tasty Nebraska wine, depart 
for Bayard along the Oregon and Mormon 
trail routes where your final stop before 
checking into your hotel will be Chimney 
Rock National Historic Site Visitors Center 
(allow 1.5 hours). 

Chimney Rock was the most recognized 
landmark along the Oregon and Mormon 
trails, and the interpretive center showcases 
the many fascinating stories from pioneers as 
they trekked westward. Depart for the Twin 
Cities of Scottsbluff and Gering for dinner 
and to check into your night’s lodging. 

DAY 6
Gering • Scottsbluff • Agate Fossil Beds 
National Monument • Crawford

MORNING

Start the day off learning about the unique 
flora and fauna of the Wildcat Hills at the 
Wildcat Hills Nature Center (allow 1 hour), 
south of Gering. The center’s split-level 
design, hilltop location, full length windows 
and observation decks give you an amazing 
scenic view of the hills, pine forest, the North 
Platte River Valley and Scotts Bluff National 
Monument. The center’s windows also are 
tinted to let you closely observe birds and 
other wildlife coming from the forest to use 
feeders and plantings near the building. 

Next stop is Legacy of the Plains Museum 
(allow 1.5 hours) in Gering. The museum 
complex showcases the area’s rich pioneer 
and agricultural history. Crops on the 80-acre 
working farm are harvested each fall using 
antique farming equipment. 

Depart for Scotts Bluff National Monument 
(allow 1.5 hours), a prominent landmark used 
by American Indians and pioneers along the 
Oregon and Mormon Trails. Wagon ruts are 
visible at the base of the monument and a 
drive to the summit gives you a tremendous 
view of the North Platte River Valley, 
including clear day views of Chimney Rock 
to the east and Laramie Peak in Wyoming to 
the west. Enjoy a delicious lunch at one of the 
region’s excellent ethnic or local restaurants 
before departing for your next stop. 

AFTERNOON

Settle in for a scenic ride through some 
of the most desolate and remote sections 
of Nebraska as you travel to your first 
destination this afternoon, Agate Fossil 
Beds National Monument (allow 75 minutes). 
Located south of Harrison, this unique 
attraction features paleontology exhibits from 
the Miocene Era and the impressive Cook 
Collection, a collection of American Indian 
artifacts given to James Cook by Red Cloud 
of the Oglala Lakota Sioux. 

Head to Crawford in the majestic Pine 
Ridge to explore Fort Robinson State Park. 
Activities include historic tours, Jeep and 
stagecoach rides through the pine-covered 
buttes, viewing pasture for bison and purebred 
Texas longhorn herds, and much more. View 
the dramatic “Clash of the Mammoths exhibit 
at the park’s Trailside Museum of Natural 
History along with an impressive art gallery 
of American Indian and western art (allow 
2 hours for the park and museum). 

Depart for Chadron and your dinner and 
lodging place for the evening. 

CENTRAL AND WESTERN NEBRASKA ART  
AND CULTURAL EXPLORATION
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CENTRAL AND WESTERN NEBRASKA ART  
AND CULTURAL EXPLORATION

DAY 7
Chadron

MORNING

Start your morning off on the beautiful 
Chadron State College campus where you’ll 
tour the Mari Sandoz High Plains Heritage 
Center. The center celebrates the life and 
works of one of western Nebraska’s most 
influential writers and highlights her love for 

the High Plains and Sandhills. Select from a 
variety of on-site learning activities related 
to the center’s permanent and temporary 
exhibitions, such as “cattle” herding, buffalo 
“hide” painting, seed collecting in the 
gardens, and custom activities based on Mari 
Sandoz’s books. The Center does not charge 
for tours or activities (allow 1.5-2 hours for 
tour and learning activities). 

Your final stop on this art and cultural tour of 
central and western Nebraska is the Museum 
of the Fur Trade (allow 1 hour). This one-of-
a-kind museum is dedicated to preserving 
the nation’s lucrative fur-trading industry. 
Also on museum grounds is the Bordeaux 
Trading Post (built 1837) which is listed on 
the National Register of Historic Places. 
Afterward, return to Chadron for lunch 
before your departure. 
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Eastern Nebraska is full of unique, one-of-a-kind and 
special treasures and places. This tour will take you 
on a journey through eastern Nebraska to search out 
some of the state’s quirky and amazing destinations. 
Nebraska truly is one of a kind and you’ll see that on 
this exciting tour. 

DAY 1
Omaha

MORNING

Founded by Father Edward Flanagan in 1917, 
not only is Boy’s Town (allow 1.5 hours) 
the basis for an award-winning movie from 
1938, it also is home to a unique attraction, 
the World’s Largest of Stamps. Enjoy a 
fascinating guided tour of the grounds, but 
don’t miss this 600 pound attraction made up 
of more than 4.5 million cancelled stamps. 
Venture to north Omaha to the Love’s Jazz & 
Arts Center (allow 1.5 hours). Located in the 
heart of historic north Omaha, this 10,000 sq. 
ft. state-of-the-art center tells the story of 
the contributions African-American artists 
had on the city and nationwide. 

AFTERNOON

Your lunch stop was featured on Food 
Network’s “Diners, Drive-ins, and Dives.” 
Taste mouthwatering soul food and traditional 
American cuisine at the family-owned and 
operated Big Mama’s Kitchen & Catering. Try 
their famous oven-fried chicken and sweet 
potato pie ice cream. Built in 1903 for George 
and Sarah Joslyn, the wealthiest couple in 
Nebraska in the beginning of the Twentieth 
Century, the 35-room, 20,000 sq. ft. Joslyn 
Castle (allow 1 hour) contains amazing 
artistic detail in carved wood, stained glass, 

chiseled stone, mosaic tiles and wrought iron 
throughout the building. It’s an impressive 
tribute to the early financial success of the 
City of Omaha. 

The 92,000 sq. ft. Hot Shops Art Center 
includes art studios, showrooms, and 
galleries catering to the artist community. 
The Center’s “Omaha Creative Institute” 
(allow 2 hours) provides rich, memorable 
experiences through its “Come Create It” 
workshop series. These sessions focus on 
introductory time with professional artists 
in various media forms, such as watercolor 
painting, glassblowing, African drumming 
and ceramics creation. Visual arts workshop 
participants also can take home a self-
created memento of their time. 

Before dinner, enjoy a relaxing ride on a 
gondola in Heartland of America Park or 
board the Italian Caorlina Tour Boat for larger 
groups with Heartland Gondolas (allow 
1 hour). Afterward, enjoy a relaxing dinner 
cruise down the Missouri River on the River 
City Star (allow 1.5 hours). Omaha offers a 
number of quality lodging accommodations 
for your group to rest and relax in. 

DAY 2 
Omaha • Nebraska City • Lincoln

MORNING

Your last stop before departing Omaha is 
El Museo Latino (allow 1 hour) where you’ll 
explore the important contribution the 
Hispanic population had on Omaha’s history, 
culture and development. For an even more 
personal look at south Omaha’s Hispanic 
culture, take La Veinticuatro-South 24th 
Street Walking Tour (allow 75-90 minutes). 
This is a nationally registered historic district 
that has been transformed into a vibrant area 
filled with small businesses, restaurants and 
art focused on the Hispanic community. Tour 
participants visit up to 10 sites, including the 
International Bakery, South Omaha City Hall 
and World of Pottery. 

Enjoy a delicious lunch in the Timber Dining 
Room at Lied Lodge and Conference Center 
in Nebraska City. The restaurant serves 
local, sustainable food under soaring timbers, 
alongside sweeping views of Arbor Day 
Farm. The menu reflects what’s fresh for 
the season, bringing the best fruits and 
vegetables from the field to your table.

AFTERNOON

Next stop is Arbor Lodge State Historical 
Park (allow 1.5 hours), the beautiful estate 
of J. Sterling Morton, Founder of Arbor Day. 
Built in 1855, this four-room frame house 
was remodeled over the years to become 
the magnificent 52-room mansion it is today. 
Walk through the rooms filled with authentic 
furnishings and displays that capture the 
life and times of this visionary. The 72-acre 
arboretum includes a lilac walk with more 
than 200 varieties of lilacs, and a tree trail, 
Italian terraced garden and carriage house 
also are located on the grounds. 

Step into the past at Nebraska City’s 
newest museum, the Kregel Windmill 
Museum (allow 1 hour). The Kregel Windmill 
Company operated as a commercial windmill 
manufacturing company until 1991 and 
today serves as a time capsule of early 20th 
Century shop-type manufacturing. 

The three story, 12,000 square foot, Missouri 
River Basin Lewis & Clark Interpretive Trail 
& Visitor Center (allow 1 hour), sits on a 
scenic 79 acre wooded bluff overlooking the 
Missouri River. The facility is unique in that 
it’s the only museum or interpretive center in 
the nation that focuses on the flora, fauna and 
scientific discoveries recorded by the Lewis 
and Clark Expedition. 

Depart Nebraska City for Lincoln, Nebraska’s 
second largest city and state capital where 
you’ll enjoy a delicious dinner and shopping 
time in the Historic Haymarket District 
before heading to your hotel for the night. 

EASTERN NEBRASKA’S UNIQUE STOPS,  
ONE-OF-A-KINDS AND AMAZING STORIES
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DAY 3 
Lincoln

MORNING

First stop this morning is a guided tour of 
the impressive State Capitol (allow 1 hour) 
building, home to the nation’s only one-house 
legislative body, the Nebraska Unicameral. 

Discover four centuries of miniatures at the 
Kruger Collection of Miniature Furnishings 
and Decorative Arts (allow 1 hour). This 
unique collection consists of 20,000 fine-
scale contemporary art miniatures that sample 
four centuries of interior design history in 
miniature. Enjoy a guided tour of the exhibition 
and the collection’s storage space. 

Stop by the International Quilt Study Center 
& Museum (allow 1 hour), the world’s largest 
publicly held quilt collection, with more than 
4,000 quilts from more than 25 countries. 
For lunch, try an original Nebraska creation, 
the Runza® sandwich, a homemade dough 
bread pocket filled with beef, cabbage, onions 
and seasonings. Follow this with a sweet 
tasting ice cream treat at the University of 
Nebraska Dairy Store (allow 30 minutes). 

AFTERNOON

In 1919 the Nebraska State Legislature 
established the Tractor Law to encourage the 
manufacture and sale of improved types of 
tractors. Visit the Lester F. Larsen Tractor 
Test and Power (allow 45 minutes) Museum 
to learn how tractor testing and performance 
data continue to contribute to more successful 
uses of tractors in agriculture. Watch tractors 
being tested in the track next to the museum. 

Next stop is the Frank H. Woods Telephone 
Pioneer Museum (allow 45 minutes). 
Featured in the 2008 film “Yes Man,” 
this unique museum tells the story of 
the telephone from its original design to 
modern day phones. Visit the only museum 
in the world dedicated to the history and 
development of roller sports and technology. 

The National Museum of Roller Skating 
(allow 1 hour) exhibits include skates, 
costumers, film, artwork and other skating 
related memorabilia from 1819 to the present. 
Your final stop in Lincoln is the Bedient Pipe 
Organ Company (allow 45 minutes) where 
you’ll learn more about the art of producing 
entirely acoustic pipe organs. Since 1969, this 
small group of pipe makers and woodworkers 
has built top quality organs one at a time from 
their modest shop south of Lincoln and sold 
them worldwide. 

DAY 4
Beatrice • Wilber • Henderson • York • 
Columbus

MORNING

Arrive at the Homestead National Monument 
of America (allow 2 hours) where you’ll 
spend time learning about the Homestead 
Act that help to settle the untamed west, take 
a guided tour of the Homestead Heritage 
Center led by an experienced Park Ranger, 
enjoy a demonstration of an early pioneer 
craft, and a special tour of the museum’s vast 
collection of pioneer and western artifacts. 

Step back in fashion time at Yesterday’s Lady 
(allow 1 hour), Nebraska’s largest collection 
of vintage clothing on display at the Vintage 
Clothing Museum and Vintage Salon. Enjoy 
a wonderful traditional Czech lunch in 
Wilber, the Czech Capital of Nebraska, before 
heading to your next destination.

AFTERNOON

Your afternoon begins in Henderson at the 
Mennonite Heritage Village (allow 1 hour). 
This living history farm traces the Mennonite 
heritage through the hardships and trials of 
the first 35 immigrant families that traveled to 
Henderson in 1874. Buildings onsite include 
a replica of the original immigrant house, 
church, 1911 barn, country schoolhouse, farm 
house, machine shed and a visitor center with 
exhibits and a gift shop. Enjoy a traditional 
Mennonite pastry and coffee before leaving. 

Next stop is Wessel’s Living History Farm 
(allow 1.5 hours) in York where you can 
experience first-hand farm life from the 
1920s until modern times. 

Depart York and head toward Columbus, the 
City of Power and Progress. Upon arrival, 
your first stop is the Andrew Jackson 
Higgins Memorial (allow 30 minutes). The 
memorial features a life-size replica of the 
Higgins landing craft, which helped the Allies 
win the Second World War. A bronze eagle 
statue sits atop a steel structure made from 
material salvaged from the 2001 World Trade 
Center disaster. 

Enjoy a casual and relaxing dinner this 
evening at Dusters/Gottberg Brew Pub. Watch 
the chefs prepare your meals in the open air 
kitchen in the main dining room or dine by the 
fire in the fireside room. Make sure to try one 
of the brew pub’s amazing handcrafted beers 
or its Gottberg Root Beer and Gottberg Red 
Cream Soda. Afterward, learn about Fremont-
based product Dorothy Lynch Dressing and 
even take home a small bottle for yourself. 
Check into your lodging in Columbus.  

DAY 5
Columbus • Schuyler • Fremont • Blair

MORNING

Built in 1876, Glur’s (allow 30 minutes) is the 
oldest tavern west of the Missouri River still 
in operation. Buffalo Bill visited here while 
in Columbus rehearsing his Wild West Show 
and the building was listed on the National 
Register of Historic Places in 1975. Saint 
Benedict Center and Benedictine Mission 
House (allow 1 hour) near Schuyler is a 
masterpiece of modern architecture. The 
museum highlights the work of Missionary 
Benedictines around the world and the 
commons areas feature a large Madonna 
collection with statues from the Americas, 
Asia, Europe and Africa. Visitors can explore 
and appreciate unique artwork from many 
countries around the world, especially 
Tanzania, South Africa, Korea, China, the 
Philippines and Peru. 

Continue to Fremont where you’ll have a true 
dining experience at J’s Steakhouse and 
Wine Bar.

AFTERNOON

After lunch, have a different kind of 
experience as with Bryson’s Airboat Tours 
(allow 2 hours) speeding down the Platte River 
on an airboat. Next stop is Blair and a visit to 
the DeSoto Chute National Wildlife Refuge 
Visitor Center (allow 1.5 hours) where you can 
take an up-close, behind the scenes tour of 
more than 200,000 well preserved artifacts 
from the Steamboat Bertrand, which sunk in 
the Missouri River in 1865. Return to Omaha. 

EASTERN NEBRASKA’S UNIQUE STOPS,  
ONE-OF-A-KINDS AND AMAZING STORIES
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This two-day tour of northeast Nebraska takes 
you everywhere from standing underneath 
massive airplanes and bombers, enjoying delicious 
homemade soul food, and learning more about the 
art and culture of the Winnebago Tribe to hand 
feeding bison from a covered wagon, enjoying a 
glass of refreshing Nebraska produced wine, and 
exploring the many uses of herbs in everyday life. 

DAY 1
Ashland • Omaha • Blair • Winnebago • South 
Sioux City • Crofton

MORNING

Depart Lincoln for your first adventure on this 
tour: an up-close view standing underneath 
actual bombers and military airplanes at 
the Strategic Air and Space Museum (allow 
1.5 hours) near Ashland. The museum is 
dedicated to the history and heritage of the 
Strategic Air Command and covers major 
military conflicts around the world. Next stop 
is a short drive to west Omaha and the world-
famous Father Flanagan’s Boys Town (allow 
1.5 hours). 

Omaha offers a number of excellent, top-rated 
restaurants for lunch, including Big Mama’s 
Kitchen & Catering, (allow 1 hour) which 
was featured on Food Network’s “Diners, 
Drive-ins, and Dives.” This family-owned and 
operated restaurant features mouthwatering 
soul food and traditional American cuisine, 
like oven-fried chicken and sweet potato pie 
ice cream. 

AFTERNOON

After lunch, head to the DeSoto Chute 
National Wildlife Refuge Visitor Center (allow 
1.5 hours) near Blair where you can take an 
up-close, behind the scenes tour of more 
than 200,000 well preserved artifacts from 
the Steamboat Bertrand, which sunk in the 
Missouri River in 1865. 

Continue north along the Lewis and Clark 
Scenic Byway to the Winnebago Indian 
Reservation to enjoy an art demonstration 
or shop for hand-crafted American Indian 
products at Woodland Trails Art & Learning 
Center and other souvenirs at AllNative.com 
retail store (allow 1.5 hours). Before departing 
town, view a majestic bison herd up-close. 

Dinner this evening is at Kahill’s Steak-Fish & 
Chophouse (allow 1 hour) where you can dine 
on a excellently prepared meal overlooking 
the Missouri River and the Sioux City, Iowa 
skyline. After dinner, head west along the 
Outlaw Trail Scenic Byway to Crofton and 
your accommodations for the evening, the 
historic Argo Hotel. 

DAY 2
Niobrara • Plainview • Norfolk • Stanton • 
Fremont

MORNING

After a delicious homemade breakfast, get 
up-close and personal with wildlife at Kreycik 
Riverview Elk Ranch (allow 2.5 hours) where 
you will ride in a covered wagon to hand feed 
bison as they clamor to you for corn! The gift 
shop sells a variety of bison-related products, 
clothing and food. 

Your next morning stop is the unique Klown 
Doll Museum (allow 1 hour) in Plainview where 
you’ll come face-to-face with more than 8,000 
clowns of all shapes and sizes. 

AFTERNOON

As you head down to Norfolk, stop for a 
delicious catered lunch at Cuthills Vineyard 
(allow 1.5 hours) in Pierce, followed by a wine 
tasting and tour of Nebraska’s first winery. 
The Johnny Carson exhibit at the Elkhorn 
Valley Museum and Research Center (allow 
1.5 hours) in Norfolk includes an impressive 
collection of his personal items, including 
videotapes, vintage photographs and his six 
Emmy Awards. An interactive home theater 
shows selected Tonight Show episodes and 
monologues. 

Reconnect with nature at Red Road Herbs 
(allow 1 hour) near Stanton where you’ll learn 
all about herbs and how to use them in your 
everyday life. More than 100 herbs grow in 
cultivated gardens in a cozy woodland setting. 
Purchase handmade herbal products in the 
gift shop. Before returning to Lincoln, stop for 
dinner in Fremont at J’s Steakhouse and Wine 
Bar (allow 1 hour) where you can enjoy a true 
dining experience.

EXPLORING NORTHEAST NEBRASKA 



2015 Nebraska Group Travel Planner 34

Explore southeast Nebraska on this two-day tour where 
you’ll view great works of art and antiquities up close, 
wander through one of only four skyscraper state capitol 
buildings in the U.S., experience life as a Mennonite or 
Amish pioneer, step back in time to the days of the early 
homesteaders, learn how important bison were to the 
Great Plains region, and enjoy a glass of Nebraska wine 
before cruising down the Missouri River. 

DAY 1
Omaha • Lincoln • Henderson • York

MORNING

Start your morning off with an exciting tour 
and a place where you’ll definitely get your art 
fix. The Joslyn Art Museum (allow 1.5 hours) 
is a world-class museum featuring exquisite 
works of art from antiquity to the present. 
Next stop is west Omaha and the world-
famous Father Flanagan’s Boys Town (allow 
1.5 hours) where you will be inspired by the 
many good works Father Flanagan did to help 
young boys in need. Afterward, you’ll depart 
for Lincoln and enjoy a delicious catered lunch 
in the coach along the way. 

AFTERNOON

Your first stop is northeast of Lincoln at 
Lakehouse Farms (allow 1.5 hours), a family 
owned, organic produce farm. Afterward, 

depart for downtown Lincoln to tour the 
impressive State Capitol (allow 1 hour). It’s 
one of only four skyscraper style capital 
buildings in the nation and also is home to the 
Unicameral Legislature, the country’s only 
single-hours legislative body. 

Afterward, learn more about the Mennonites 
who settled this area at Mennonite Heritage 
Park (allow 1 hour) in Henderson before 
returning to York to check into your hotel 
and freshen up before dinner. Enjoy an 
excellent made-from-scratch dinner at 
Chances “R” Restaurant and Lounge, a 
popular group tour spot. 

DAY 2
Wilber • Beatrice • Amish Country • 
Brownville

MORNING

Depart York for Wilber, the Czech Capital 
of the USA, where you’ll enjoy a delicious, 
traditional Czech pastry-the kolach and 
afterward can take a quick tour of the town 
(allow 45 minutes). Continuing south to 
Beatrice, the next stop is Homestead National 
Monument of America (allow 1.5 hours) where 
you can step back into a time when this land 
was first settled by the early pioneers. Hiking 
trails through virgin , prairie grasses, living 
history demonstrations, and the Homestead 
Heritage Center bring to life the western 
homesteading story.

AFTERNOON

A hearty, made-from-scratch lunch will be 
served on an authentic Amish farm near 
Pawnee City. Afterward, take a buggy ride or 
shop for beautiful Amish handmade foods, 
furniture and crafts (allow 75 minutes). Visit 
Tegtmeier Buffalo (allow 1.5 hours), a small, 
family-owned buffalo farm near Burchard 
where you can learn more about these 
majestic creatures and how important they 
were to the Great Plains region. 

Brownville and a tour of Whiskey Run Creek 
Winery (allow 45 minutes) and a wine tasting 
inside a 110-year old barn positioned over a 
creek is your next stop before dinner. End 
your time in southwest Nebraska with a 
leisurely dinner cruise down the Missouri 
River on the Spirit of Brownville (allow 
1.5 hours). 

After dinner, depart for Omaha where you can 
end your tour or depart the following day on a 
two-day mystery tour of northeast Nebraska. 

EXPLORING SOUTHEAST NEBRASKA
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This six day farm and ranch adventure gives 
you an up close and personal view of the state’s 
thriving agricultural industry. You’ll experience 
life on a modern day farm, step back in time 
to see how agriculture has played a major role 
in the shaping and development of Nebraska, 
and learn where your food actually comes from 
before arriving at the grocery store.  

DAY 1
Omaha • Gretna

AFTERNOON

Start your tour in Omaha cruising down the 
Missouri River as you enjoy a tasty buffet 
lunch aboard the River City Star Riverboat 
(allow 1.5 hours). Afterward, have a backstage 
experience at Omaha’s Henry Doorly Zoo 
& Aquarium (allow 1.5 hours) or explore the 
zoo’s many other exciting activities, including 
the world’s largest indoor rainforest and the 
Desert Dome. Depart for Gretna and your next 
stop, Aksarben Aquarium Outdoor Education 
Center (allow 1 hour) before continuing to 
Lincoln for dinner and your hotel. 

DAY 2
Lincoln • Nebraska City • Amish Country

MORNING

Day two starts with a tour of the Nebraska 
State Capitol Building (allow 1 hour) home 
to the nation’s only Unicameral Legislature. 
Next stop is the University of Nebraska East 
Campus and a tour of the Larson Tractor Test 
and Power Museum (allow 1 hour) where 
you’ll learn about the tractor’s importance 
to Nebraska’s history and agriculture. 
Afterward, take a fun tour of the UNL Dairy 
Store (allow 30 minutes) and learn how 
cheese is made and discover what makes  
ice cream flavors so tasty. 

Then splurge on a sweet treat before 
departing for Waverly and a tour of Lakehouse 
Farm (allow 1 hour) a family owned certified 
organic produce farm. Lunch is at farm’s 
Prairie Plate Restaurant (allow 1 hour) a farm-
to-table restaurant that specializes in seasonal 
dishes using locally grown products.

After lunch, you’ll head south to Nebraska 
City and an exciting tour of Arbor Day Farm 
(allow 2 hours) a working farm orchard and 
forest. All visitors receive a tree seedling at 

the Lied Greenhouse. Dinner that evening is 
an authentic Amish meal and a buggy ride 
through Amish Country near Pawnee City. 
Afterward, enjoy an informative presentation 
on the Amish way-of-life and shop for 
homemade Amish goods (allow 1.5 hours). 
Now it’s off to Beatrice and your lodging for 
the evening. 

DAY 3
Beatrice • Lincoln • York • Grand Island

MORNING

The day starts with a step back into time 
when this land was first settled by early 
pioneers. The grounds of Homestead National 
Monument of America (allow 1.5 hours) 
include the Homestead Heritage Center, 
hiking trails through virgin prairie grasses, 
and living history demonstrations. Now it’s 
time to head to Firth, south of Lincoln, for 
a tour of a sustainable and environmentally 
friendly dairy farm, Prairieland Dairy (allow 
1 hour). Lunch will be in Lincoln before you 
leave the Star City and head west to York  
and central Nebraska. 

AFTERNOON

York is home to Wessels Living History Farm 
(allow 1.5 hours) where you can experience 
first-hand farm life from the 1920s until 
modern times. Then it’s off to Alda and a 
visit to Crane Trust Nature & Visitor Center 

(allow 1 hour) where each spring more 
than half-a-million Sandhill cranes migrate 
through central Nebraska. Return to Grand 
Island for dinner at one of the city’s many fine 
restaurants and your lodging for the evening. 

DAY 4
Grand Island • Kearney

MORNING

The morning’s fun starts at the Stuhr 
Museum of the Prairie Pioneer (allow 
1.5 hours) where you will be transported back 
to the days of the early settlers. Next, visit 
Hall County Family Farms (allow 2 hours), 
actual working farms to learn how Nebraska 
plays a major role in feeding the world at 
After a delicious lunch in Grand Island, you’ll 
head further west to Kearney, home to a 
unique Nebraska attraction. 

AFTERNOON

Your first Kearney stop is The Archway 
(allow 1.5 hours). This impressive, three-
story, interactive museum commemorates 
the nation’s westward expansion and is the 
only tourist attraction in the country to span a 
federal interstate highway. Next stop on your 
Nebraska agriculture tour is a short drive 
south to Minden, home of CSS Farms (allow 
1 hour), a nationwide producer of vegetable 
crops, row crops, and small grains. The 
Kearney plant raises potatoes for Frito Lay. 

Afterward, you’ll return to Kearney for a tour 
of the Classic Car Collection (allow 1 hour). 
This impressive collection includes more than 
140 vintage automobiles from the early 1900’s 
to the 1980’s and has been called the “best 
public car attraction between Chicago and 
Denver!” The day ends with a tour and dinner 
at Thunderhead Brewing Company before 
heading off to one of Kearney’s excellent 
hotels for the night. 

NEBRASKA AGRICULTURE 
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DAY 5
Kearney • Lexington • North Platte

MORNING

Your last stop in Kearney is a Wolfden Dairy 
Farm (allow 1 hour) where you’ll experience 
life on a modern day farm. The 40-acre 
Nebraska Wild Horse and Burro Center (allow 
30 minutes) in tiny Elm Creek houses up to 
500 wild horses and burros that are adopted 
by people across the country. Your lunch stop 
is Prairie Bistro at Mac’s Creek Vineyard & 
Winery (allow 1.5 hours for lunch and tour) 
in Lexington. Afterward, take a tour and 
sample some delicious Nebraska wines before 
departing for your next locale, North Platte. 

AFTERNOON

Upon arrival in North Platte, the first thing 
you’ll do is enjoy a bird’s eye, 360-degree 
view of Union Pacific Railroad’s Bailey Yard-
the world’s largest railroad classification 
yard-from atop the 95-foot tall, 8-story Golden 
Spike Tower and Visitor Center (allow 1 hour). 
Historical and regional railroad memorabilia 
can be purchased in the gift shop. 

The rest of the afternoon and evening will 
be with North Platte’s Beef and Wine Tour 
(allow 4 hours, includes dinner). Explore the 
University of Nebraska Extension Center 
where the latest agriculture research on beef 
nutrition, weed ecology, wind drift, irrigation, 
and water recourses is being done. 

Following this, you’ll visit Feather River 
Vineyard which will put on a culinary show 
that you’re sure to enjoy. The chef will make 
your taste buds come alive as she teaches 
your group how to sizzle, sear, and grill 
Nebraska’s finest beef right, while our  
wine expert coaches you on how to explore 
your wine palates and pair it with food.  
After a fulfilling meal, head to your hotel  
in North Platte to get ready for another big 
day of touring. 

DAY 6
Ogallala • Sidney • Kimball

MORNING

NOTE: Between North Platte and Ogallala, 
you’ll enter Mountain Time Zone, which is  
one hour behind Central Time Zone. 

After a great cowboy breakfast, depart 
for Ogallala, home to the state’s largest 
lake, Lake McConaughy, and the Lake 
McConaughy Visitor/Water Interpretive 
Center (allow 1 hour). This is the state’s 
first water-related educational facility and 
houses interactive exhibits highlighting the 
Platte River and the High Plains Aquifer. 
Your next stop is taking a colorful tour at 
Meadowlark Hill Lilac Collection (allow 1 
hour), one of the largest privately held lilac 
collections in the world. 

AFTERNOON

Depart Ogallala and head to Sidney where 
you’ll enjoy a delicious lunch before visiting 
and doing a little shipping at Cabela’s (allow 
1 hour) the world’s largest outdoor outfitter. 
Don’t miss the store’s centerpiece: a man-
made mountain featuring dozens of animals. 

Continue your Nebraska agricultural tour to 
Kimball and the first stop, EJE Ranch (allow 
1.5 hours) where you can experience life on a 
real working ranch. 

Get to know your farmer who produces your 
food at Lazy W Diamond Ranch in Harrisburg. 
Learn how they care for, feed, and shelter 
their animals to produce such high quality 
products for consumers. Afterward, visit the 
ranch’s micro goat dairy operation, Double L 
Goat Dairy, where you can purchase soaps, 
lotions, lip balm, body butter and a host of 
other products made using the excess milk left 
over from their goat herd (allow 1.5 hours). 

After dinner in Kimball you can depart or 
overnight there and extend your Nebraska 
agriculture tour to the northwestern part of 
the state the following morning. 

NEBRASKA AGRICULTURE 
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Start your tour at Fort Atkinson State Historical Park where Lewis 
and Clark first met with the Missouri and Otoe tribes during their 
Corps of Discovery journey to explore the west. Next take a relaxing 
drive up the Missouri River Valley along the Lewis and Clark Scenic 
Byway to the Winnebago Reservation where you’ll learn more about 
the art and culture of the Winnebago Tribe. View a bison herd up 

close before returning to Omaha to enjoy a delicious 3-course meal with General George Crook 
and his wife Mary at the historic Crook House on Fort Omaha. 

MORNING

Start the day off north of Omaha in Fort 
Calhoun and Fort Atkinson State Historical 
Park (allow 2 hours), site of the first council 
between Lewis and Clark and the Missouri 
and Otoe tribes. A recreation of the fort, 
informative visitor center and “First Council 
Sculpture” commemorate this historic and 
important meeting. Afterward, depart for 
lunch in Blair. 

AFTERNOON

Settle back for a relaxing ride through the 
scenic Missouri River Valley along the Lewis 
and Clark Scenic Byway to the Winnebago 
Indian Reservation. Your first stop is the 
Woodland Trails Art & Learning Center. 

Enjoy an art demonstration put on by local 
artists and afterward, browse the gift 
shop for beautiful handmade works of art. 
Directly outside, don’t miss the “Honoring 
the Clans” Sculpture Garden. This open air 
plaza includes statues representing each 
of the twelve major clans of the Winnebago 
Tribe. The pedestal of each statue includes an 
inscription describing the clan and its duties, 
translated in both Ho-Chuck (the Winnebago 
language) and English. 

Also located in Ho-Chunk Village is Allnative, 
which features a variety of Native American 
art, clothing, jewelry, home décor and other 
products from across the country (allow 
2-3 hours).

The Angel DeCora Museum and Research 
Center (allow 1 hour) is named after the first 
Winnebago woman to attend college. Well 
known for her artistic skills and musical 
talent, Angel DeCora won several honors for 
her work and taught her skills to others. The 
museum displays include Winnebago artifacts, 
Native American dolls, paintings, traditional 
clothing, baskets, photographs and other 
meaningful items of the Winnebago Tribe. 

On your way out of Winnebago, make  
sure to stop to view the tribe’s bison herd.  

A turnoff on the highway lets visitors enjoy  
the bison, take photos and learn more 
about the importance of the bison to the 
Winnebago people.

EVENING

For dinner, return to Omaha and travel 
back in time to 1879 at the historic General 
Crook House at Fort Omaha (allow 2 hours). 
General George and Mary Crook invite you 
to a housewarming at their new Italianate-
style home and a delicious 3-course dinner, 
complete with crystal glassware, china 
dishes, and real silverware. Afterward, they’ll 
escort you through their historic home and 
Heirloom Garden. 

NEBRASKA NATIVE AMERICA:  
ONE DAY MYSTERY TOUR
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Start off your Nebraska water fun in Omaha with lunch while cruising down the Missouri River 
on the River City Star Riverboat, followed by a fantastically fun time speeding down the Platte 
River in an airboat. Next day, slow down and lazily float down the Calamus River in a horse 
watering tank at Calamus Outfitters in the morning and in the afternoon, explore the majestic 
Sandhills on your own private Sandhills 4x4 Jeep safari tour. Enjoy a variety of tasty handcrafted 
locals beers at Scratchtown Brewing Company in Ord before heading to one of the largest outdoor 
water parks in the state, Grand Island’s Island Oasis. 

DAY 1
Omaha • Fremont • Columbus

AFTERNOON

Start your tour in Omaha cruising down the 
Missouri River as you enjoy a tasty buffet 
lunch aboard the River City Star Riverboat 
(allow 1.5 hours). After lunch, you’ll continue 
on to Fremont where you’ll tap into your 
adventurous side speeding down the Platte 
River on an airboat with Bryson’s Airboat 
Tours (allow 3 hours). Dinner that evening 
will be at Dusters Restaurant and Gottberg 
Brew Pub in Columbus. The city also has 
a number of nice lodging properties to 
accommodate your group. 

DAY 2
Burwell

MORNING

After a hearty breakfast in Columbus, 
begin your trek westward to the Nebraska 
Sandhills. On the way there, stop for a short 
rest break half way there in Albion. You’ll 
arrive in Burwell just in time for lunch at 
Sandstone Grill. 

AFTERNOON

After lunch you’ll check into your hotel before 
heading to Calamus Outfitters (allow 5 hours) 
and an exciting afternoon of tanking down the 
Calamus River. Afterward, return to Burwell 
for dinner at one of the town’s excellent 
restaurants. 

DAY 3
Burwell • Ord • Grand Island

MORNING

Today, you’ll return to Calamus Outfitters for 
a fun-filled 4x4 Jeep tour (allow 1.5 hours) 
through the Sandhills for an up-close look 
into why this pristine and unique ecological 
region is so important locally and globally. 
Your next stop is a tour of the state-of-the-
art Calamus State Fish Hatchery (allow 
1 hour). You’ll also tour the pathology and 
research laboratory to learn how biologists 
study different fish diseases and parasites, 
and develop new fish culture techniques. 

AFTERNOON

Say goodbye to Burwell and head to lunch at 
The Country Neighbor (allow 1 hour) before 
continuing on to Ord for a tour and afternoon 
tasting at Scratchtown Brewing Company 
(allow 1 hour). Nestled in the scenic North 
Loup River valley, this brewing company 
brews and serves a variety of quality 
handcrafted, local beers using fresh water 
from the Nebraska Sandhills. 

Round out your Nebraska water adventure 
in Grand Island at Island Oasis. Covering 
more than six acres, the park includes a 350 
thousand-gallon wave pool, 750-foot lazy 
river, two six-story high-speed slides, and 
four 150-foot slides. Grand Island also has 
offers a variety of dining and lodging options 
for your group. 

DAY 4
Morning departure from Grand Island. 

NEBRASKA WATER FUN ADVENTURES
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One of the greatest wildlife spectacles in North America 
occurs for six weeks between late February and early 
April, when more than 500,000 Sandhill cranes descend 
onto central Nebraska’s Platte River Valley.

DAY 1
Arrival in Grand Island

AFTERNOON

Welcome to the Central Nebraska Flyway 
where more than 500,000 Sandhill cranes 
spend a few weeks each spring resting 
before continuing on their migratory path. It’s 
a truly amazing spectacle and one that you’ll 
remember for years to come. Begin your 
Sandhill crane spring migration tour with 
lunch in Grand Island. 

Afterward, spend a leisurely afternoon 
exploring this city’s historic downtown 
district and its many specialty shops and 
boutiques, coffee houses and markets. The 
district’s three exceptional art galleries and 
nine antique stores also should be on your 
list of places to seek out that perfect work 
of art or antique (allow 3 hours for lunch 
and shopping). Depart downtown to check 
into your hotel and to freshen up before the 
evening’s festivities begin. 

EVENING

Start the evening off with an introductory 
Sandhill cranes program given by an 
experienced guide at the historic 1937 Art-
Deco Grand Theatre, followed by a tour of this 
historic building (allow 1 hour). Afterward, 
indulge in a delicious dinner in one of 
Grand Island’s many fine restaurants before 
returning to your hotel for an early morning 
departure to view the Sandhill cranes. 

DAY 2
Sunrise Crane Viewing • Grand Island

MORNING

Did you know that the Grand Island area is 
home to the largest crane roost in the world? 
Depart the hotel and enjoy a hearty “to go” 
breakfast on the coach. Your first stop is a 
sunrise guided blind tour at the Crane Trust 
Nature and Visitor Center where a trained 
guide will accompany you to a prime viewing 
area along the Platte River (allow 3 hours). 
Afterward, wander through the visitor 
center’s art gallery and gift shop before 
heading outside to explore the viewing tower 
and river bridge (allow 1 hour). Make sure not 
to miss the bison herd. 

A step-on guide will then give you a driving 
tour (allow 1 hour) where you’ll learn more 
about the Sandhill cranes and the Crane 
Trust’s programs to protect and study these, 
and other, migratory birds. Return to Grand 
Island to freshen up before lunch at one of 
the city’s excellent restaurants. 

AFTERNOON

Noted as one of the top 10 living history 
museums in the country, Grand Island’s 
Stuhr Museum of the Prairie Pioneer (allow 
2 hours) will transport you back to the early 
days of Nebraska. While there, don’t miss the 
Wings over the Platte Art Show or the Fonner 
Rotunda, which houses one of the state’s 
finest collections of cowboy and Native 
American art and artifacts. The museum’s 
Stuhr Building is a significant architectural 
example of the work of Edward Durell Stone, 
a 20th Century American architect and an 
early proponent of modern architecture. 

Now it’s time for art and food! “Get your 
art on” in Origami Class (allow 1 hour) 
where you’ll learn how to make your own 
origami cranes and other simple pieces of 
art. Afterward, meet nationally acclaimed 
cookbook author Fran Schaffer and tour her 
home, the 1905 Hamilton-Donald House, 

which was featured on Bob Villa’s Restore 
America. Afterward, Fran will host food 
demonstrations and provide some tasty 
dishes for you to sample (allow 2 hours). 

Next stop is Chocolate Bar (allow 1 hour) 
where you’ll take a tasting class to note the 
delicious nuances and subtle complexities of 
fine chocolates and coffee. 

Explore Fonner Park and Grand Island’s 
newest exhibit, “Raising Nebraska: Your food 
and the families who grow it.” This 25,000 
sq. ft. museum connects consumers with the 
farmers who raise their food by explaining the 
necessary steps to go from “farm to fork.” The 
interactive displays feature a virtual combine 
harvest experience, a full-sized pivot irrigation 
system, grain bin video theater, a 50-foot-long 
interactive floor map of Nebraska, interactive 
dinner table and more. 

A cooking demonstration using local 
Nebraska ingredients and tasty samples can 
be prearranged to enhance the agricultural 
experience (allow 1.5 hours). Fonner 
Park also is home to Nebraska’s premier 
Thoroughbred Horse Racing every Friday 
through Sunday between February and May. 

EVENING

Enjoy a variety of entertainment options in 
Grand Island, such as murder mysteries, 
German singers and Danish bell ringers, 
storytelling, one-act plays, and many 
different choices of musical types and styles. 
Choose from Grand Island’s many local, 
international and national restaurants for 
your evening meal before going back to your 
hotel for an early departure to Kearney. 

DAY 3
Kearney • Sunset Crane Viewing

MORNING

After breakfast, depart for Kearney where 
your first stop will be the Classic Car 
Collection (allow 1 hour). This impressive 
collection includes more than 140 vintage 

SANDHILL CRANE ANNUAL SPRING MIGRATION
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automobiles from the early 1900’s to the 
1980’s and has been called the “best public 
car attraction between Chicago and Denver!” 

No birding or outdoor tour is complete 
without a stop at Cabela’s (allow 45 minutes), 
the World’s Foremost Outfitter for some gear. 
Make sure you buy some delicious fudge 
there to satisfy your sweet tooth for the rest 
of the day. 

Your next stop before lunch is a tour 
of The Archway (allow 1.5 hours). This 
impressive, three-story, interactive museum 
commemorates the nation’s westward 
expansion and is the only tourist attraction 
in the country to span a federal interstate 
highway. The tour is followed by an excellent 
catered lunch which you’ll enjoy in The 
Archway (allow 1 hour). 

AFTERNOON

The afternoon begins with an interesting tour 
of the Nebraska Firefighters Museum (30 
minutes). The museum is dedicated to the 
history and heritage of Nebraska’s fire service 
and to educating kids (and kids-at-heart) 
about fire prevention and fire safety through 
images, artifacts and interactive state-of-the-
art exhibits. South of Kearney, Fort Kearny 
State Historic Park (1 hour) was an important 
frontier outpost on the Oregon Trail. 

View a recreated stockade, blacksmith  
shop and other historical structures to give 
you an idea of frontier life. Films, displays 
and other information about the annual 
Sandhill crane migration also are available, 
including excellent crane viewing locations 
within the park. 

Now it’s off to Rowe Sanctuary and Iain 
Nicolson Audubon Center (allow 1 hour) for 
a guided tour of the grounds and to get ready 
for your sunset crane viewing along the 
Platte River (allow 2 hours). You’ll have an 
entirely different perspective of the Sandhill 
crane migration from the one you had the 
previous morning in Grand Island. 

EVENING

Return to Kearney for a savory dinner at 
one of the city’s top-rated local restaurants 
before heading back to your hotel for the 
evening. 

DAY 4
Chicken Dance Trail • Kearney

MORNING

After breakfast, depart Kearney to follow 
the Chicken Dance Trail (allow 4 hours) 
where you’ll visit the Rainwater Basin. This 
network of wetlands covers 4,200 square 
miles of south and central Nebraska and is 
the natural habitat and resting point for more 
than 250 varieties of birds. Each year, some 
ten million waterfowl and other birds rest in 
this area to feed and restore their depleted 
reserves in preparation for the next leg of 
their migration north. 

Listen to the knowledgeable step-on guide as 
she introduces you to the flora and fauna of 
this fragile ecosystem and gives you a new 
respect for the state’s natural habitats and 

wildlife. After a great morning of getting back 
to nature, enjoy a filling homemade lunch in 
Holdrege before heading back to Kearney. 

AFTERNOON

After a fun-filled morning of touring south 
central Nebraska, return to the hotel to 
freshen up before your visit to the Trails 
and Rails Museum (allow 1 hour). Located 
on the original Mormon Trail, the museum 
recounts the interesting stories of the great 
transportation routes that came through 
this region: the Oregon and Mormon Trails, 
Union Pacific Railroad, Lincoln Highway and 
Interstate 80. 

Next stop is the historic Frank House (allow 
1.5 hours for tour and afternoon tea). Built 
by the G.W. Frank family, this 14,000 sq. ft. 
grand mansion was a showcase to entice 
Eastern investors to Kearney. The home was 
wired for electricity during construction 
in 1889 and features the largest Tiffany 
window in a Nebraska residence. The interior 
features original fireplaces, golden English 
oak paneling, hand-carved woodwork 
and a magnificent staircase. With prior 
arrangements, an afternoon tea or dinner 
may be enjoyed at the house.  

EVENING

Your final stop and dinner location in Kearney 
is the impressive Museum of Nebraska Art 
for a guided tour of this top-rated attraction. 
Housed in a historic 1911 Renaissance 
revival post office, the museum features 
11 exceptional galleries and more than 
5,000 works of art highlighting Nebraska and 
the Great Plains. With special arrangements, 
you may enjoy a wonderfully prepared 
dinner in the museum while surrounded by 
countless works of art (allow 2 hours for tour 
and dinner). Return to your hotel for an early 
morning departure. 

SANDHILL CRANE ANNUAL SPRING MIGRATION
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Take a fun-filled two-day shopping excursion of Omaha and 
Lincoln. Enjoy rock bottom bargains, name brand outlets 
and designers, and Old World charm. Also enjoy amazing 
meals at some of these cities’ finer restaurants and cafes.  
So clear your credit card and start shopping. 

DAY 1
Omaha

AFTERNOON

Start your shopping tour enjoying an excellent 
buffet lunch while cruising down the Missouri 
River on the River City Star Riverboat (allow 
1.5 hours). After lunch, head to downtown 
Omaha’s charming Old Market (allow 
2.5 hours) to search out antiques, clothing, 
home décor, books, jewelry, food products,  
art and other things you can’t live without. 

Depart the Old Market and get ready for even 
more shopping at Regency Court (allow 
2 hours), a unique blend of shopping and 
dining experiences located in the heart of 
Omaha. Browse through name brand stores 
like Williams Sonoma, Anthropologie, Pottery 
Barn and Christian Nobel Furs And don’t miss 
a trip through Borsheims, one of the largest 
jewelry stores in the nation with more than 
100,000 pieces in its inventory. Check into 
your hotel to freshen up before dinner. 

DAY 2
Omaha • Gretna

MORNING

After a hearty breakfast it’s time to continue 
your shopping excursion in one of Nebraska’s 
largest upscale shopping centers, The Shops 
at Legacy (allow 2 hours). This modern 
120,000 sq. ft. open air center offers a unique 
shopping experience composed of one-of-a-
kind tenants. Its diverse shops offer something 
for every lifestyle and include everything from 
women’s and men’s fashions to gourmet food, 
teas, wines, home accessories and original 
gifts. Enjoy lunch at one of the center’s 
excellent restaurants before heading to your 
next shopping destination. 

AFTERNOON

Next stop is Village Point (allow 2.5 hours) 
which offers some of the best shopping, 
dining and entertainment opportunities in 
Omaha. Spend time wandering through this 
outdoor shopping center filled with a variety 
of excellent, top rated stores, including White 
House/Black Market, Christopher & Bans, 
Chico’s, Fossil and Coach. Groups receive 
merchant discounts and special offers with 
prior arrangements. Depart Omaha and make 
your way to Nebraska’s newest shopping 
center, Nebraska Crossing Outlets (allow 
2.5 hours) in Gretna. 

But before you begin throwing down your 
credit card on some great fashion, enjoy a light 
snack to fortify your strength for the bargains 
ahead. Afterward, wander through the mall’s 
top-quality, name brand stores, like Brooks 
Brothers, Coach, Fossil, Michael Kors and 
Wilsons Leather. After a full day of shopping, 
it’s time to depart for Lincoln to check into 
your hotel and enjoy a delicious dinner in one 
of the Capitol City’s finer restaurants. 

DAY 3
Lincoln • Papillion

MORNING

Start your third day of shopping with a fun 
fashion style party in one of the stores at 
SouthPointe Pavilions (allow 2.5 hours) 
where you can learn about the hottest new 
fashion trends, how to accessorize your 
wardrobe or any other topic important to 
your inner fashionista. Behind-the-scenes 
activities also are available. Afterward, 
explore this open air shopping center’s more 
than 50 name brand stores and designer 
boutiques. 

AFTERNOON

Enjoy lunch in one of Lincoln’s great 
restaurants before heading to your next 
shopping destination, Gateway Mall (allow 
2.5 hours). Conveniently located in the heart 
of Lincoln, this two-story shopping center 
offers a stellar collection of well-known 
stores, such as Dillard’s, Bath & Body Works, 
Forever 21, ALDO, Younkers, Dillard’s and 
American Eagle Outfitters to name a few. 

It’s now time to head to the heart of 
downtown Lincoln to the Historic Haymarket 
(allow 2 hours) where you’ll find a variety of 
unique shops, like From Nebraska Gift Shop 
& Wine Tasting, Ten Thousand Villages and 
Flatwater Toys. 

Enjoy dinner in the Haymarket before 
departing Lincoln for your last exciting 
shopping destination. Explore the many shops 
offered at Shadow Lake Town Centre (allow 
2 hours) in Papillion where you’ll find top 
name brand stores like Old Navy, Sephora, 
Yankee Candle and Jos. A. Bank. And after 
a fun-filled three days of shopping, it’s now 
time to depart Papillion and head home. Hope 
you found plenty of bargains while shopping 
your way through eastern Nebraska! 

SHOPPER’S BLISS: A SHOPPING TOUR OF 
METROPOLITAN NEBRASKA
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Spend four days touring the artistic and cultural hotspots of 
southeast Nebraska. Relive the history and settlement of Omaha 
and wander through actual train cars, explore the cultural 
accomplishments and impact of Omaha’s Latino and African 
American communities, an enjoy a mouthwatering meal in 
one of the country’s best soul food restaurants. Find your inner 
artist, get lost in a book over a glass of wine, and explore the life 
and times of Nebraska’s early settlers and pioneers. 

DAY 1
Omaha

MORNING

Depart your hotel in Omaha and head for 
the Mormon Trail Center at Historic Winter 
Quarters (allow 1 hour) to experience early 
pioneer life on the Mormon Trail. Enjoy a 
guided tour that includes a full-size covered 
wagon with ox team, log cabin, handcart, and 
interactive electronic and fiber optic exhibits. 
Stroll through a pioneer cemetery and 
viewing the Winter Quarters Temple. 

Your next stop in north Omaha is Love’s Jazz 
& Arts Center (allow 1.5 hours). Located 
in the heart of historic north Omaha, this 
10,000 sq. ft. state-of-the-art tells the story 
of the contributions of African American 
artists in the Omaha area and nationwide. 
Featured on Food Network’s “Diners, Drive-
ins, and Dives,” taste mouthwatering soul 
food and traditional American cuisine at 
the family-owned and operated Big Mama’s 
Kitchen & Catering. Try their famous oven-
fried chicken and sweet potato pie ice cream. 

AFTERNOON

Depart for downtown Omaha and Durham 
Museum (allow 1.5 hours). Housed in a 
restored Art Deco train station, this museum 
showcases the history of Omaha and the 
Union Pacific Railroad. Walk through train 
cars still on the lower platform. Afterward, 

view exquisite works of art from antiquity 
to the present at the world class Joslyn Art 
Museum (allow 1.5 hours). 

Head to south Omaha to explore El Museo 
Latino (allow 1 hour) the first Latino art 
and history museum and cultural center in 
the Midwest. Enjoy bilingual educational 
programs and workshops featuring art, 
theater, dance, and music. Sarpy County 
offers a variety of top quality restaurants and 
lodging properties for you to relax in after a 
fun day of touring. 

DAY 2
Springfield • Nebraska City • Brownville • 
Amish Country

MORNING

Start your morning off by releasing your inner 
artist. Take a hands-on class at Springfield 
Artworks (allow 1 hour) in Springfield and 
learn how to make all kinds of art pieces. The 
gallery features bold contemporary glass 
art, wearable art, etched glass, mixed media, 
surface design, and handmade jewelry. Your 
next art stop is Nebraska City where you’ll 
explore the Wildwood Historic Center Period 
House, Barn Art Gallery and Gift Emporium 
(allow 1 hour) a restored 1869 Victorian house. 
The Barn Art Gallery and Gift Emporium 
features a variety of Nebraska-made gifts, 
works by local and regional artists, and a 
Victorian garden. 

Enjoy a mouthwatering lunch overlooking 
Arbor Lodge at the Lied Lodge and 
Conference Center in Nebraska City.

AFTERNOON

After lunch, spend some time surrounded 
by works of art from a renowned artist-
in-residency program, Kimmel Harding 
Nelson Center for the Arts (allow 1 hour). A 
permanent collection of works from former 
artists-in-residence is on display year round. 
Continue your art exploration with a tour 
of the Brownville Village Theatre (allow 
45 minutes) the oldest repertory theatre in 
the state. 

Afterward, browse the shelves of used books 
or the changing art exhibit while enjoying 
a delicious coffee at The Lyceum (allow 
45 minutes) before heading for a tour and 
wine tasting at Whiskey Run Creek Vineyard 
and Winery (allow 45 minutes). Dinner that 
evening is an authentic Amish meal and a 
buggy ride through the Amish Country near 
Pawnee City. Afterward, enjoy an informative 
presentation on the Amish way-of-life and 
shop for homemade Amish goods (allow 
1.5 hours). Now it’s off to Beatrice and your 
lodging for the evening.

DAY 3
Beatrice • Lincoln

MORNING

The day starts with a step back into time 
when this land was first settled by early 
pioneers. The grounds of Homestead 
National Monument of America (allow 
3 hours) include the Homestead Heritage 
Center, hiking trails through virgin prairie 
grasses, and living history demonstrations. 
Depart for Wilber, the Czech Capital of 
Nebraska, and feast on an authentic Czech 
lunch before taking a tour of this piece of 
Europe (allow 1.5 hours). Vitáme vás! 

AFTERNOON

After lunch, your next stop is Lincoln where 
you’ll gain an up-close understanding of the 
nation’s only one-house Legislature—the 
Unicameral—at the Nebraska State Capitol 

SOUTHEAST NEBRASKA ART AND  
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(allow 1 hour). While downtown, you’ll also 
explore the impressive Sheldon Museum of 
Art (allow 1 hour), an excellent modern art 
gallery housing Twentieth-century American 
art. The building, designed by internationally 
acclaimed architect Phillip Johnson, is a work 
of art within itself and a definite must see. 

You’ll end the day with a walking tour (allow 
2 hours) of the historic Haymarket District—
an area full of unique and quirky shops, 
restaurants, and hang-outs—followed by a 
delicious dinner from one of the district’s 
many fine restaurants. Your evening’s lodging 
will be in Lincoln. 

DAY 4
Lincoln

MORNING

Featuring the world’s finest collection of 
fossil elephants, the University of Nebraska 

State Museum of Natural History and Mueller 
Planetarium (allow 1.5 hours), is the region’s 
premier natural history museum. Explore the 
stars in the planetarium’s 360-degree full 
dome theatre. Watch artists as they work in 
36 art studios, learn about a variety of art 
forms, and browse through three levels of 
galleries at the Burkholder Project (allow 
75 minutes). Lincoln offers a number of tasty 
restaurants you can try for lunch. 

AFTERNOON

Your afternoon begins at the Great Plains 
Art Museum (allow 1.5 hours), the premier 
museum highlighting the history, culture, 
people, and way-of-life in the Great 
Plains region. Your final stop in Lincoln 
is the International Quilt Study Center & 
Museum (allow 1 hour), the world’s largest 
publicly held quilt collection with more than 
4,000 quilts from more than 25 countries.

SOUTHEAST NEBRASKA ART AND  
CULTURAL EXPLORATION 
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The Old West has retained a solid presence in Nebraska.  
Even in our largest cities, you’ll find Western culture 
and the pioneer spirit alive and active, authentically 
representing our state’s way of life.

DAY 1
Omaha

MORNING

Depart your hotel in Omaha and head to 
Boys Town (allow 1.5 hours) to tour the 
Father Flanagan House Museum and other 
sites important to this great man’s life. Don’t 
miss the World’s Largest Ball of Stamps 
while there. Afterward, north of Omaha on 
the Lewis and Clark Scenic Byway to Fort 
Calhoun and Fort Atkinson State Historical 
Park (allow 1.5 hours). This was the site of 
the first council between Lewis and Clark 
and the Missouri and Otoe tribes and today 
an informative visitor center chronicles 
this historic meeting. Living history 
demonstrations of life on the fort also  
are available. 

North Omaha offers a number of excellent 
restaurants, such as Big Mama’s Kitchen, 
which was featured on Food Network’s 
Diners, Drive-In Dives.

AFTERNOON

North Omaha also is home to the Mormon 
Trail Center at Historic Winter Quarters 
(allow 1 hour) where you can relive a pioneer 
adventure on the Mormon Trail. Enjoy a 
guided tour that includes a full-size covered 
wagon with ox team, log cabin, handcart and 
interactive electronic and fiber optic exhibits. 
Watch historical movies in one of three 
theaters before strolling through a pioneer 

cemetery and viewing the Winter Quarters 
Temple. Next stop is Florence Mill (allow 1 
hour). Founded in 1846 as the Mormon Winter 
Quarters gristmill, it is now home of the Winter 
Quarters Mill Museum and Art-Loft Gallery. 

Depart for downtown Omaha and Durham 
Museum (allow 1.5 hours). Housed in a 
restored Art Deco train station, this museum 
showcases the history of Omaha and the 
Union Pacific Railroad. Walk through train 
cars still on the lower platform. Before 
heading to dinner, spend some time browsing 
the historic Old Market’s exceptional 
boutiques and specialty retail shops (allow 
1.5 hours). Enjoy a delicious homemade meal 
followed by authentic music, dancing and 
singing at Polish Home (allow 1.5 hours)  
in Papillion before heading to your hotel for 
the evening. 

DAY 2
Papillion • Nebraska City • Brownville

MORNING

Start the day off in Papillion with a tour of 
some of the area’s most historic buildings: 
Fontenelle Bank, Presbyterian Church, 
authentic log cabin and the final resting place 
of Chief Big Elk of the Omaha Tribe (allow 
1.5 hours). Afterward, head south to Nebraska 
City, the official Home of Arbor Day. Follow 
the footsteps of Lewis and Clark’s historic 
journey at the Missouri River Basin Lewis 
& Clark Interpretive Trail & Visitor Center 
(allow 1 hour), an 80-acre facility overlooking 
the Missouri River. 

AFTERNOON

Enjoy lunch in Nebraska City before 
continuing on to the 260-acre Arbor Day 
Farm (allow 1.5 hours), a working farm 
orchard and forest where you can explore 
the Tree Adventure and Nature Explore 
Classroom. All visitors receive a tree 
seedling at the Lied Greenhouse. Next stop 
is Brownville for a wine sampling and tour 

at Whiskey Run Creek Winery & Vineyard 
(allow 1 hour) followed by little book shopping 
time at the Lyceum (allow 45 minutes), a 
two-story bookstore. 

Enjoy a leisurely dinner cruise down the 
Missouri River on the Spirit of Brownville 
(allow 1.5 hours) before heading to Beatrice 
and your accommodations for the night. 

DAY 3
Beatrice • Lincoln

MORNING

The day starts with a step back into time 
when this land was first settled by early 
pioneers. The grounds of Homestead 
National Monument of America (allow 
1.5 hours) include the Homestead Heritage 
Center, hiking trails through virgin prairie 
grasses, and living history demonstrations. 
Your next stop is Nebraska’s second largest 
city and state capitol, Lincoln, where you’ll 
learn more about the history and settlement 
of this state at the University of Nebraska 
Museum of Natural History and Mueller 
Planetarium (allow 1.5 hours). 

AFTERNOON

Enjoy lunch and afterward a walking tour 
of the Historic Haymarket District where 
galleries, restaurants, antique stores, eclectic 
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shops, bars, and coffee houses are located 
in renovated turn-of-the-century buildings 
(allow 2 hours for lunch and tour). Stay 
downtown to explore the Sheldon Museum of 
Art (allow 1 hour). Designed by internationally 
acclaimed architect Philip Johnson, the 
museum is an excellent modern art gallery 
featuring Twentieth-century American art. 

Before departing the capitol city, take a 
guided tour of the impressive State Capitol 
(allow 1 hour) building, home to the nation’s 
only one-house legislative body-the Nebraska 
Unicameral. York offers a number of quality 
lodging facilities and a top rated restaurant 
popular with groups, Chances “R.” 

DAY 4
York • Henderson • Grand Island

MORNING

Start off your day experiencing first-hand 
farm life from the 1920s until modern times at 
Wessel’s Living History Farm (allow 1.5 hours). 
Afterward, head to Henderson to learn more 
about the Mennonites who settled this area at 
Mennonite Heritage Park (allow 1 hour) and 
enjoy a delicious homemade pastry and coffee 
before departing for lunch in Grand Island. 

AFTERNOON

Noted as one of the top 10 living history 
museums in the country, Grand Island’s Stuhr 
Museum of the Prairie Pioneer (allow 2 hours) 
will transport you back to the early days of 
the pioneers. Explore Fonner Park and Grand 
Island’s newest exhibit, “Raising Nebraska: 
Your food and the families who grow it.” This 
25,000 sq. ft. museum connects consumers 
with the farmers who raise their food by 
explaining the necessary steps to go from 
“farm to fork.” The interactive displays feature 
a virtual combine harvest experience, a full-
sized pivot irrigation system, grain bin video 
theater, a 50-foot-long interactive floor map of 
Nebraska, interactive dinner table and more. 

A cooking demonstration using local 
Nebraska ingredients and tasty samples can 
be prearranged to enhance the agricultural 
experience (allow 1.5 hours). Fonner 
Park also is home to Nebraska’s premier 
Thoroughbred Horse Racing every Friday 
through Sunday between February and May. 

DAY 5
Hasting • Kearney

MORNING

The Hastings Museum (allow 1.5 hours) 
is home to one of the best natural history 
collections in the state, and its one-of-a-kind 
Kool-Aid: Discover the Dream interactive 

exhibit highlights the story of the birth of one of 
America’s favorite soft drinks. Lifelike murals 
and replicas, a fiber-optic river of Kool-Aid, 
interactive kiosks, and the original Kool-Aid 
Man costume tell the story. After touring the 
museum, head to Kearney for lunch. 

AFTERNOON

Enjoy lunch and a tour of The Archway (allow 
2 hours) in Kearney. This impressive, three-
story, interactive museum commemorates 
the nation’s westward expansion and is the 
only tourist attraction in the nation located 
over a federal interstate highway. The Classic 
Car Collection (allow 1 hour) includes more 
than 140 vintage automobiles from the early 
1900’s to the 1980’s and has been called the 
“best public car attraction between Chicago 
and Denver!” 

Housed in a historic 1911 Renaissance revival 
post office, the Museum of Nebraska Art 
(allow 1.5 hours) features 11 exceptional 
galleries and more than 5,000 works of art 
highlighting Nebraska and the Great Plains. 
Continue to North Platte, home of Colonel 
William F. “Buffalo Bill” Cody, for dinner and 
your hotel.

DAY 6
North Platte • Ogallala • Lewellen • Bayard

MORNING

Enjoy a spectacular 360-degree view of 
Union Pacific Railroad’s Bailey Yard (the 
world’s largest railroad classification yard) 
from atop the 95-foot tall, 8-story Golden 
Spike Tower and Visitor Center (allow 
1 hour). Historical and regional railroad 
memorabilia can be purchased in the gift 
shop. Next tour the home and historic barn 
of “Buffalo Bill” Cody at Buffalo Bill State 
Historical Park (allow 2 hours). 

Fort Cody Trading Post (allow 45 minutes), 
one of the state’s largest, and most eclectic, 
gift shops. Explore the Old West Museum 
in the back of the store and don’t miss the 
20,000-piece, hand-carved animated miniature 
version of Buffalo Bill’s Wild West Show.

AFTERNOON

Before departing for Ogallala, enjoy lunch 
at one of North Platte’s many excellent 
restaurants. As you travel west, you’ll leave 
the Central Time Zone and enter the Mountain 
Time Zone, so you’ll need to set your watches 
back one hour. Ogallala truly embraces its 
colorful western past and you can experience 
this past at Front Street and Cowboy Museum 
(allow 1 hour), a recreation of a 1880s main 
street. During the summer, don’t miss 
The Crystal Palace Revue and Shoot Out, 
Nebraska’s longest-running summer theatre. 

Follow the footsteps of thousands of pioneers 
along the North Platte River to Lewellen. The 
Most Unlikely Place (allow 1 hour) houses 
amazing works-of-art created by local 
artists. Admire pastels, watercolors, glass 
etchings and wood sculptures as you enjoy an 
afternoon snack made using local ingredients.

Your final stop before the day ends is Bayard 
to stand beneath Chimney Rock, the most 
recognized landmark along the Mormon and 
Oregon Trails. The Chimney Rock National 
Historic Site Visitors Center (allow 1.5 hours) 
showcases fascinating stories from pioneers 
as they trekked westward. Continue to 
Scottsbluff/Gering for dinner and to check 
into your lodging. 

DAY 7
Gering • Crawford • Chadron

MORNING

In the morning, explore the history of farm 
and ranch equipment with vintage horse-
drawn and steam-powered engines at 
the Legacy of the Plains Museum (allow 
1.5 hours). Nearby Scotts Bluff National 
Monument (allow 2 hours) was a prominent 
landmark for American Indians, fur traders, 
and Oregon and Mormon trail pioneers who 
used it as a guide westward. 

At 800 feet above the North Platte River, a 
drive to the summit gives you a tremendous 
view of the entire valley and the wagon ruts 
that are still visible at the base. A gift shop 
and museum in the visitor center show the 
historical importance of the trail and the 
area’s colorful history. 

AFTERNOON

Enjoy lunch in Scottsbluff or Gering before 
continuing northward to Crawford. Next 
stop is Fort Robinson State Park (allow 
2 hours) in northwestern Nebraska for 
historic tours, Jeep and stagecoach rides 
through the majestic, pine-covered buttes, 
viewing pasture for bison and purebred Texas 
longhorn herds, and much more. 

View the dramatic “Clash of the Mammoths 
exhibit at the park’s Trailside Museum of 
Natural History. 

Your final stop on this tour before departing 
is Chadron and the Museum of the Fur Trade 
(allow 1 hour). This one-of-a-kind museum is 
dedicated to preserving the nation’s lucrative 
fur-trading industry. Also on museum 
grounds is the Bordeaux Trading Post (built 
1837) which is listed on the National Register 
of Historic Places. Enjoy a final dinner and 
overnight in Chadron before departing the 
following morning. 

THE GREAT WESTERN MIGRATION
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Western Nebraska is full of unique, one-of-
a-kind and special treasures and places. This 
tour will take you on a journey through 
western Nebraska to search out some of the 
state’s quirky and amazing destinations. 
Nebraska truly is one of a kind and you’ll 
see that on this exciting tour. 

DAY 1
Kimball • Sidney • Bayard

MORNING

Arrive in Kimball late morning to start your 
Nebraska one-of-a-kind tour at a unique 
private home. Located in a former Atlas E 
Missile site, Kimball’s only underground house 
(allow 1 hour) covers more than 20,000 sq. ft. 
and has a 47-ton “garage door” and a 120-foot 
long access hallway. Meet with the owners as 
they tell you how they make such a massive 
space livable and comfortable.

AFTERNOON

Afterward, head to Sidney for lunch and 
your next stop, Cabela’s (allow 1 hour) 
flagship store. Known as the world’s 
largest outdoor outfitter, the 85,000 
sq. ft. showroom is an educational and 
entertainment attraction museum featuring 
quality animal displays in realistic re-
creations of their natural habitats. Depart 
for Bayard and stand at the base of Chimney 
Rock, the most recognized landmark along 
the Oregon, California and Mormon Trails. 

Visit Chimney Rock National Historic Site 
and Visitors Center (allow 1.5 hours) to view 
museum exhibits highlighting the pioneer 
experience, including a hands-on opportunity 
where you can “pack your own wagon,” 
and an informative video highlighting the 
fascinating stories of pioneers trekking 
westward. The Twin Cities of Scottsbluff and 
Gering offer a number of excellent lodging 
and dining opportunities for your group. 

DAY 2
Gering • Agate Fossil Beds National 
Monument • Harrison •Crawford •Chadron

MORNING

After breakfast, depart for Gering to explore 
Scotts Bluff National Monument (allow 
1.5 hours), a prominent landmark used by 
American Indians and pioneers along the 

Oregon and Mormon Trails. Wagon ruts are 
visible at the base of the monument and a 
drive to the summit gives you a tremendous 
view of the North Platte River Valley, 
including clear day views of Chimney Rock 
to the east and Laramie Peak in Wyoming to 
the west. 

Settle in for a scenic ride through some 
of the most desolate and remote sections 
of Nebraska as you travel to your next 
destination this morning, Agate Fossil Beds 
National Monument (allow 75 minutes). 
Located south of Harrison, this unique 
attraction features paleontology exhibits from 
the Miocene Era and the impressive Cook 
Collection, a collection of American Indian 
artifacts given to James Cook by Red Cloud 
of the Oglala Lakota Sioux. 

AFTERNOON

Enjoy a delicious, made-from-scratch lunch 
at Harrison House in Harrison. Built in 1886 
by the Chicago Northwestern Railroad, 
this historical treasure will show you true 
northwestern Nebraska hospitality. After 
lunch, head east along the Bridges to Buttes 
Scenic Byway to Crawford. 

Your first stop is a short drive north of town 
to Hudson-Meng Research and Education 
Center (allow 1-1.5 hours), a sheltered 
archaeological site where 600 bison 
perished 10,000 years ago. Enjoy guided 
interpretive tours and hands-on educational 
activities, and observe active archaeological 
excavations each June. 

On your way back, stop by High Plains 
Homestead for a quick refresher break where 
you can enjoy a cold sarsaparilla or piece of 
tasty homemade pie. High Plains Homestead 
also is the proud location of the Coffee 
Burger, a two-pound hamburger placed on 
a regular sized bun, made famous at Sioux 
Sundries in Harrison. 

Your final stop today is the Museum of the 
Fur Trade (allow 1 hour) in Chadron. This 
one-of-a-kind museum is dedicated to 
preserving the nation’s lucrative fur-trading 
industry. Also on museum grounds is the 
Bordeaux Trading Post (built 1837) which 
is listed on the National Register of Historic 
Places. Chadron offers a number of great 
restaurants and lodging properties for you to 
choose from. 

DAY 3
Alliance • Hyannis • Arthur • Ogallala • 
Paxton

MORNING

After breakfast depart for Alliance along the 
Gold Rush Scenic Byway to visit the one-of-
a-kind Carhenge (allow 45 minutes), an exact 
replica of England’s famous Stonehenge built 
with old cars instead of stones. 

While in Alliance, you’ll tour the Knight 
Museum & Sandhills Center (allow 1 hour). 
This innovative historical museum features 
exhibits from five distinct areas: Life in the 
Sandhills, Native American Life, Life in the 
Country, Life in the Town, and The Railroad. 

Settle back and enjoy a leisurely ride along 
the Sandhills Journey Scenic Byway through 
a unique ecosystem and landscape, the 
Nebraska Sandhills. Your next stop is a 
wonderful homemade lunch at Whisperin 
Angel Inn or Hyannis Hotel (allow 1 hour)  
in Hyannis. 

AFTERNOON

Your first stop this afternoon is tiny Arthur 
and the Arthur County Courthouse and 

WESTERN NEBRASKA’S UNIQUE STOPS,  
ONE-OF-A-KINDS AND AMAZING STORIES
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Jail and the Pilgrim Holiness Church. At 
26x28 sq. ft., the courthouse is one of the 
smallest courthouse in the country, and today 
houses a museum. The church is unique in 
that it’s one of only a handful of buildings in 
the country made entirely out of baled rye 
straw, the predominate building material 
in an area where traditional construction 
materials were expensive or unavailable 
(allow 45 minutes for both attractions). 
Continue your scenic ride through the remote 
Nebraska Sandhills to Lake McConaughy and 
the Old West town of Ogallala. 

Ogallala truly embraces its colorful western 
past and you can experience this past at 
Front Street and Cowboy Museum (allow 
1 hour), a recreation of a 1880s main street. 
During the summer, don’t miss The Crystal 
Palace Revue and Shoot Out, Nebraska’s 
longest-running summer theatre. 

This is followed by a tour of the unique 
Petrified Wood and Art Gallery (allow 
30 minutes) where you’ll find intricate works 
of art made from petrified wood from around 
the world. The onsite gift shop offers unique 
and collectible gift items. 

Visit one of the largest, privately held lilac 
collections in the country, Meadowlark Hill 
Lilac Collection (allow 45 minutes). Stop for 
dinner at Nebraska’s most famous watering 
hole, Ole’s Big Game Steakhouse in Paxton. 
This unique family eatery showcases mounts 
and memorabilia from worldwide hunting 
adventures and has some of the most 
mouthwatering steaks you’ll find anywhere. 
After dinner, continue to North Platte to 
check into your hotel. 

DAY 4
North Platte

MORNING

First stop this morning is Fort Cody Trading 
Post (allow 45 minutes), one of the state’s 
largest, and most eclectic, gift shops. Explore 
the Old West Museum in the back of the store 
and don’t miss the 20,000-piece, hand-
carved animated miniature version of Buffalo 
Bill’s Wild West Show. 

Enjoy a spectacular 360-degree view of 
Union Pacific Railroad’s Bailey Yard (the 
world’s largest railroad classification yard) 
from atop the 95-foot tall, 8-story Golden 
Spike Tower and Visitor Center (allow 
1 hour). Historical and regional railroad 
memorabilia can be purchased in the gift 
shop. Next tour the home and historic barn 
of “Buffalo Bill” Cody at Buffalo Bill State 
Historical Park (allow 2 hours). Before 
departing North Platte, enjoy lunch in one  
of the city’s many fine restaurants. 

WESTERN NEBRASKA’S UNIQUE STOPS,  
ONE-OF-A-KINDS AND AMAZING STORIES



M Y S T E R Y  T O U R S

Any of our group tour sample itineraries included in this group travel 
planner can be customized to create fun-filled and exciting mystery 
tours that your clients will talk about for years to come. Whether you’re 
looking for a quick one-day mystery tour or a multi-day trip filled with 
fun things to do and see, we can help you! Contact Micheal Collins, 
group travel manager with the Nebraska Tourism Commission, for help 
customizing your next mystery tour to Nebraska.
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CONTACT INFORMATION

17 Ranch Winery 
304 Main Street, Lewellen 
308-778-5542

Agate Fossil Beds National Monument 
301 River Road, Harrison 
308-668-2211

Allnative.com Retail Store 
503 Ho-Chunk Plaza, Winnbago 
402-878-2400

Andrew Jackson Higgins Memorial 
2001 A.J. Higgins Road, Columbus 
402-564-2769

Angel DeCora Museum and Research Center 
601 East College Drive, Winnebago 
402-878-3313

Arbor Day Farm 
2611 Arbor Avenue, Nebraska City 
402-873-8757

Arbor Lodge State Historical Park  
and Arboretum 
2600 2nd Avenue, Nebraska City 
402-873-7222

Argo Hotel 
211 West Kansas Street, Crofton 
402-388-2400

Ash Hollow State Historical Park 
Lewellen  
308-778-5651

Ashfall Fossil Beds State Historical Park 
Royal  
402-893-2000

Behlen Manufacturing Company 
Columbus  
402-562-4169

Bryson’s Airboat Tours 
Fremont  
402-968-8534

Buffalo Bill State Historical Park 
North Platte  
308-535-8035

Cabela’s 
115 Cabela Drive, Sidney 
308-254-7889

Carhenge 
Alliance  
308-762-3876

Carnegie Arts Center 
204 West 4th Street, Alliance 
308-762-4571 

Champion Mill State Historical Park 
Champion  
308-882-5860

Chances “R” Restaurant and Lounge 
124 West 5th Street, York 
402-362-7755

Chimney Rock National Historic  
Site Visitors Center 
Bayard  
308-586-2581

Classic Car Collection 
3600 East Highway 30, Kearney 
308-234-1964

Corps of Discovery Welcome Center 
89705 Highway 81, Crofton 
402-667-6557 

Crane Trust Welcome Center 
9325 South Alda Road, Alda 
308-382-1820

DeSoto Chute National Wildlife Refuge 
Blair  
712-388-4800, 

Durham Museum 
801 South 10th Street, Omaha 
402-444-5071

Dusters Restaurant & Gottberg Brew Pub 
2804 13th Street, Columbus 
402-564-8338

Edgerton Explorit Center 
208 16th Street, Aurora 
402-694-4032 

El Museo Latino 
4701 South 25th Street, Omaha 
402-731-1137

Elkhorn Valley Museum and Research Center 
515 Queen City Boulevard, Norfolk 
402-371-3886

Father Flanagan’s Boys Town 
137th and Dodge Streets. Omaha 
800-625-1400

Fonner Complex 
700 East Stolley Park Road, Grand Island 
308-382-4515

Fort Atkinson State Historical Park 
201 South 7th Street, Fort Calhoun  
402-468-5611 

Fort Cody Trading Post 
221 Halligan Drive, North Platte 
308-532-8081 

Fort Robinson State Park 
Crawford  
308-665-2900

Four Winds Indian Books 
712 North Lincoln Avenue, York 
402-362-5654

Front Street and Cowboy Museum 
519 East 1st Street, Ogallala 
308-284-6000 

Golden Spike Tower and Visitor Center 
1249 North Homestead Road, North Platte 
308-532-9920

Hall County Family Farms 
Grand Island/Hall County  
308-382-4400

Hastings Museum 
1330 North Burlington Avenue, Hastings 
402-461-4629 

Heartland Museum of Military Vehicles 
606 Heartland Road, Lexington 
308-324-6329 

Links to websites and 
contact information for 
tourism attractions and 
businesses mentioned in 
this group travel planner 
are included below.
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High Plains Homestead 
263 Sand Creek Road, Crawford 
308-665-2592 

Historic Haymarket District 
Lincoln  
402-435-7496

Homestead National Monument of America  
8523 West Highway 4, Beatrice 
402-223-3514

Hot Shops Art Center 
1301 Nicholas Street, Omaha 
402-342-6452 

Hudson-Meng Research  
and Education Center 
Crawford  
308-4665-3900, 

International Quilt Study Center and Museum 
1523 North 33rd Street, Lincoln  
402-472-6549

Joslyn Art Museum 
2200 Dodge Street, Omaha 
402-342-3300 

Kimmel Orchard & Vineyard 
5995 G Road, Nebraska City 
402-873-5293

Knight Museum and Sandhills Center 
908 Yellowstone Avenue, Alliance 
308-762-2384

Kreycik Riverview Elk Ranch 
88971 517 Avenue, Niobrara 
402-857-3850 

Lake McConaughy Visitor  
and Water Interpretive Center

Ogallala  
308-284-8800

Lauritzen Gardens and Kenefick Park 
100 Bancroft Street, Omaha 
402-346-4002

Lee’s Legendary Marbles and Collectables 
3120 South Lincoln Avenue, York 
402-362-0103

Legacy of the Plains Museum 
2930 Old Oregon Trail, Gering 
308-436-1989

Loop Brewing Company 
404 West A Street, McCook 
308-345-5198

Love’s Jazz & Arts Center 
2510 North 24th Street, Omaha 
402-502-5291 

The Lyceum 
225 Main Street, Brownville 
402-825-4321

Mac’s Creek Vineyards and Winery 
Lexington  
308-324-0440

Mansion on the Hill 
1004 North Spruce, Ogallala 
308-284-4066

Massacre Canyon Monument  
and Visitor Center 
Trenton  
308-334-5326

Merryman Performing Arts Center 
225 West 22nd Street, Kearney 
308-698-8297

Missouri River Basin Lewis & Clark 
Interpretive Trail & Visitor Center 
100 Valmont Drive, Nebraska City 
402-874-9900

Moonstruck Meadery 
2221 Madison Street, Bellevue 
402-934-7544

Museum of Nebraska Art 
2401 Central Avenue, Kearney 
308-865-8559 

Museum of the Fur Trade 
6321 Highway 20, Chadron 
308-432-3843 

Nebraska Crossing Outlets 
1433 Nebraska Highway 31, Gretna 
402-312-5196

Nebraska Prairie Museum 
2701 Burlington Street, Holdrege 
308-995-5015 

Neligh Mills State Historic Site 
Neligh  
402-887-4303

New Earth Clay Pottery and Art Gallery 
515 4th Street, Fairbury 
402-729-3034

Niobrara State Park 
89261 522 Avenue, Niobrara 
402-857-3373 

Nissen Winery and Outlaw Center 
88981 Northeast Highway 57, Hartington 
402-254-3426

Offutt Air Force Base 
Bellevue (Sarpy County Tourism)  
402-332-5771

Old Market 
Omaha  
402-346-4445, 

Ole’s Big Game Steakhouse 
123 North Oak Street, Paxton 
308-239-4500 

Omaha’s Henry Doorly Zoo & Aquarium 
3701 South 10th Street, Omaha 
402-733-8401 

Petrified Wood and Art Gallery 
418 E. 1st St. 
308-284-9996 

Polish Heritage  
Papillion (Sarpy County Tourism) 
402-332-5771

Ponca State Park 
88090 Spur 26E, Ponca 
402-755-2284 

Pony Express Station  
1500 Lake Avenue, Gothenburg 
308-537-3505 

Red Cloud Opera House 
411 North Webster Street, Red Cloud 
402-746-2641 

River City Star Riverboat 
151 Freedom Park Road, Omaha 
402-342-7827

Rock Creek Station State Historical Park 
57426 719 Road, Fairbury 
402-729-5777 

Rowe Sanctuary and Iain Nicolson  
Audubon Center 
44450 Elm Island Road, Gibbon 
308-468-5282 

Scotts Bluff National Monument 
190276 Old Oregon Trail, Gering 
308-436-9700 

Sehnert’s Bakery and Bieroc Café 
312 Norris Avenue, McCook 
308-345-6500 

Senator George Norris State Historic Site 
706 Norris Avenue, McCook 
308-345-8484 

Sheldon Museum of Art 
12th & R Streets, Lincoln 
402-472-2461

Soaring Wings Vineyard & Brewing 
17111 South 138th Street, Springfield 
402-253-2479 

Spirit of Brownville Riverboat 
72898 A Avenue, Brownville 
402-825-6441

Spring Creek Prairie Audubon Center 
11700 SW 100th Street, Lincoln 
402-797-2301 

St. James Marketplace 
89039 570 Avenue, Wynot 
402-357-3330

State Capitol 
1445 K Street, Lincoln 
402-471-0448

Strategic Air and Space Museum 
28210 West Park Highway, Ashland 
402-944-3100

Stuhr Museum of the Prairie Pioneer 
3133 West Highway 34, Grand Island 
308-385-5316

Superior Estates Winery 
200 West 15th Street, Superior 
402-879-3001

CONTACT INFORMATION
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The Archway 
3060 East 1st Street, Kearney  
877-511-2724

The Most Unlikely Place 
205 Main Street, Lewellen 
308-778-9557

Toadstool Geologic Park 
Crawford 
308-432-0300

Trailside Museum of Natural History 
Crawford 
308-665-2929

Wessel’s Living History Farm 
York  
402-710-0682

Whiskey Run Creek Vineyard & Winery 
702 Main Street, Brownville 
402-825-4601 

Willa Cather State Historic Site 
413 North Webster, Red Cloud 
402-746-2653

Woodland Trails Art & Learning Center 
509 Ho-Chunk Plaza, Winnebago 
402-878-4075

World Largest Porch Swing 
5th Street & Jefferson Avenue, Hebron 
402-768-7156

CONTACT INFORMATION


