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Explore central and western Nebraska’s artistic and cultural sides. 
Relive the days of the early pioneers, stroll through a beautiful art 
deco theatre, discover the history of Kool-Aid and view valuable 
pieces of art created by Nebraska artists. Immerse yourself in the 
history and culture of the Great Plains region, visit a unique museum 
showcasing intricate works of art created from petrified wood, walk 
through an impressive art gallery of American Indian and western 

art before learning about one of western Nebraska’s most influential writers. 

CENTRAL AND WESTERN NEBRASKA ART  
AND CULTURAL EXPLORATION

DAY 1
Grand Island

AFTERNOON

Begin your arts and cultural tour of central 
and western Nebraska with lunch in Grand 
Island. Afterward, spend a leisurely afternoon 
exploring this city’s historic downtown district 
and its many specialty shops and boutiques, 
coffee houses and markets. The district’s 
three exceptional art galleries and nine antique 
stores also should be on your list of places to 
seek out that perfect work of art or antique 
(allow 3 hours for lunch and shopping). 

Depart downtown to check into your hotel and 
to freshen up before leaving to visit one of the 
top 10 living history museums in the country. 
The Stuhr Museum of the Prairie Pioneer 
(allow 2 hours) will transport you back to the 
early days of Nebraska. While there, don’t 
miss the Wings over the Platte Art Show or 
the Fonner Rotunda, which houses one of the 
state’s finest collections of cowboy and Native 
American art and artifacts. 

The museum’s Stuhr Building is a significant 
architectural example of the work of Edward 
Durell Stone, a 20th Century American 
architect and an early proponent of modern 
architecture. With special arrangements, you 
can enjoy an authentic pioneer dinner at the 
Stuhr Museum or dine on international fare at 
any one of the city’s fine restaurants before 
returning to your hotel. 

DAY 2 
Grand Island • Hastings • Red Cloud

MORNING

Start the day off with coffee or hot chocolate 
and a tour of the historic 1937 Art-Deco 
Grand Theatre (allow 1 hour). Then explore 
Fonner Park and Grand Island’s newest 
exhibit, “Raising Nebraska: Your food and 
the families who grow it.” This 25,000 sq. 
ft. museum connects consumers with the 
farmers who raise their food by explaining 
the necessary steps to go from “farm to 
fork.” The interactive displays feature a 
virtual combine harvest experience, a full-
sized pivot irrigation system, grain bin video 
theater, a 50-foot-long interactive floor map 
of Nebraska, interactive dinner table and 
more. A cooking demonstration using local 
Nebraska ingredients and tasty samples can 
be prearranged to enhance the agricultural 
experience (allow 1.5 hours). 

Visit the Crane Trust Nature and Visitor 
Center (allow 1 hour) where a trained guide 
will talk about the Sandhill cranes and the 
Crane Trust’s programs to protect and study 
these, and other, migratory birds that migrate 
through the Central Nebraska Flyway. Wander 
through the visitor center’s art gallery and gift 
shop before heading outside to explore the 
viewing tower, river bridge and bison herd. 

AFTERNOON

Return to Grand Island to enjoy a savory 
lunch before departing for your next stop, 
the Hastings Museum (allow 1.5 hours) in 
Hastings. This is one of the best natural 
history collections in the state, and its 
one-of-a-kind Kool-Aid: Discover the Dream 
interactive exhibit highlights the story of the 
birth of one of America’s favorite soft drinks. 
Lifelike murals and replicas, a fiber-optic 
river of Kool-Aid, interactive kiosks, and the 
original Kool-Aid Man costume tell the story. 

Continue south to visit the home of Pulitzer 
Prize-winning author Willa Cather at the Willa 

Cather State Historic Site (allow 2 hours) 
in Red Cloud. Tour her childhood home and 
seven renovated buildings that were important 
to her life and books. Afterward, visit the 
restored 1885 Red Cloud Opera House, 
featuring a bookstore, art gallery, theatre and 
Willa Cather memorabilia. Afterward, settle 
back and enjoy the ride to Kearney, your 
dinner and accommodations spot

DAY 3 
Kearney • Lextington, North Platte

MORNING

Your first stop after breakfast is the Classic 
Car Collection (allow 1 hour). This impressive 
collection includes more than 140 vintage 
automobiles from the early 1900’s to the 
1980’s and has been called the “best public 
car attraction between Chicago and Denver!” 
No birding or outdoor tour is complete 
without a stop at Cabela’s (allow 45 minutes), 
the World’s Foremost Outfitter for some gear. 
Make sure you buy some delicious fudge 
there to satisfy your sweet tooth for the rest 
of the day. 

Enjoy an outstanding guided tour of 
the top-rated Museum of Nebraska Art 
(allow 1.5 hours). Housed in a historic 1911 
Renaissance revival post office, the museum 
features 11 exceptional galleries and more than 
5,000 works of art highlighting Nebraska and 
the Great Plains. 

AFTERNOON

Next stop is The Archway (allow 2.5 hours 
for tour and lunch). This impressive, three-
story, interactive museum commemorates 
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the nation’s westward expansion and is the 
only tourist attraction in the country to span 
a federal interstate highway. Enjoy a catered 
lunch at The Archway before or after the 
guided tour. Continue to Lexington for a tour 
and wine tasting at Mac’s Creek Vineyard & 
Winery (allow 1 hour). 

Depart for North Platte to check into your 
lodging to freshen up before dinner, a tour 
and entertainment at Buffalo Bill State 
Historical Park (allow 2 hours), home of 
famous showman “Buffalo Bill” Cody. 

DAY 4 
North Platte • Ogallala

MORNING

First stop in the morning is Fort Cody Trading 
Post (allow 45 minutes), one of the state’s 
largest, and most eclectic, gift shops. Explore 
the Old West Museum in the back of the store 
and don’t miss the 20,000-piece, hand-
carved animated miniature version of Buffalo 
Bill’s Wild West Show. Explore eight acres 
of history in a restored Old West town at the 
Lincoln County Historical Museum (allow 
1.5 hours). Home to the famous North Platte 
Canteen exhibit, the museum immerses you 
in the native culture and history of this part of 
the Great Plains. 

Enjoy a spectacular 360-degree view of 
Union Pacific Railroad’s Bailey Yard (the 
world’s largest railroad classification yard) 
from atop the 95-foot tall, 8-story Golden 
Spike Tower and Visitor Center (allow 
1 hour). Historical and regional railroad 
memorabilia can be purchased in the gift 
shop. Enjoy a tasty lunch in North Platte 
before your departure to Ogallala. 

AFTERNOON

The tour now switches to Mountain Time, 
one hour behind Central Time. Your first 
stop will be Mansion on the Hill (allow 
1 hour), an 1887 Victorian mansion where 
you can step back in history to an earlier 
Ogallala. The mansion has many unique 
features, including ten foot ceilings, sixteen 
inch thick solid brick walls, walnut shuttered 
windows and solid brass hardware. 

This is followed by a tour of the unique 
Petrified Wood and Art Gallery (allow 
45 minutes) where you’ll find intricate works 
of art made from petrified wood from around 
the world. The onsite gift shop offers unique 
and collectible gift items. 

Ogallala truly embraces its colorful western 
past and you can experience this past at 
Front Street and Cowboy Museum (allow 
1 hour), a recreation of a 1880s main street. 
Check into your hotel to freshen up before 
heading to dinner. During the summer, don’t 

miss The Crystal Palace Revue and Shoot 
Out, Nebraska’s longest-running summer 
theatre, at Front Street and Cowboy Museum.

DAY 5
Ogallala • Lewellen • Bayard

MORNING

Ogallala also is home to Lake McConaughy, 
the state’s largest lake and the Lake 
McConaughy Visitor and Water Interpretive 
Center (allow 1 hour), the state’s first 
water-related facility. Displays include 
interactive and educational exhibits that 
highlight the Platte River and the High Plains 
Aquifer. Depart for Lewellen where you’ll 
learn more about the western migration at 
Ash Hollow State Historical Park (allow 
1.5 hours). This was a major stopover on 
the Overland Trail and ruts carved into the 
ground by westbound pioneers are still 
visible on Windlass Hill. Explore the area’s 
history, archaeology and paleontology at the 
interpretive center.

AFTERNOON

Continue to The Most Unlikely Place (allow 
1.5 hours) which houses amazing works-of-
art created by local artists. Admire pastels, 
watercolors, glass etchings and wood 
sculptures as you enjoy a delicious lunch 
prepared using local ingredients. After lunch, 
head down the street for a wine tasting at 
1 Ranch Winery (45 minutes). After you’ve 
had your fill of tasty Nebraska wine, depart 
for Bayard along the Oregon and Mormon 
trail routes where your final stop before 
checking into your hotel will be Chimney 
Rock National Historic Site Visitors Center 
(allow 1.5 hours). 

Chimney Rock was the most recognized 
landmark along the Oregon and Mormon 
trails, and the interpretive center showcases 
the many fascinating stories from pioneers as 
they trekked westward. Depart for the Twin 
Cities of Scottsbluff and Gering for dinner 
and to check into your night’s lodging. 

DAY 6
Gering • Scottsbluff • Agate Fossil Beds 
National Monument • Crawford

MORNING

Start the day off learning about the unique 
flora and fauna of the Wildcat Hills at the 
Wildcat Hills Nature Center (allow 1 hour), 
south of Gering. The center’s split-level 
design, hilltop location, full length windows 
and observation decks give you an amazing 
scenic view of the hills, pine forest, the North 
Platte River Valley and Scotts Bluff National 
Monument. The center’s windows also are 
tinted to let you closely observe birds and 
other wildlife coming from the forest to use 
feeders and plantings near the building. 

Next stop is Legacy of the Plains Museum 
(allow 1.5 hours) in Gering. The museum 
complex showcases the area’s rich pioneer 
and agricultural history. Crops on the 80-acre 
working farm are harvested each fall using 
antique farming equipment. 

Depart for Scotts Bluff National Monument 
(allow 1.5 hours), a prominent landmark used 
by American Indians and pioneers along the 
Oregon and Mormon Trails. Wagon ruts are 
visible at the base of the monument and a 
drive to the summit gives you a tremendous 
view of the North Platte River Valley, 
including clear day views of Chimney Rock 
to the east and Laramie Peak in Wyoming to 
the west. Enjoy a delicious lunch at one of the 
region’s excellent ethnic or local restaurants 
before departing for your next stop. 

AFTERNOON

Settle in for a scenic ride through some 
of the most desolate and remote sections 
of Nebraska as you travel to your first 
destination this afternoon, Agate Fossil 
Beds National Monument (allow 75 minutes). 
Located south of Harrison, this unique 
attraction features paleontology exhibits from 
the Miocene Era and the impressive Cook 
Collection, a collection of American Indian 
artifacts given to James Cook by Red Cloud 
of the Oglala Lakota Sioux. 

Head to Crawford in the majestic Pine 
Ridge to explore Fort Robinson State Park. 
Activities include historic tours, Jeep and 
stagecoach rides through the pine-covered 
buttes, viewing pasture for bison and purebred 
Texas longhorn herds, and much more. View 
the dramatic “Clash of the Mammoths exhibit 
at the park’s Trailside Museum of Natural 
History along with an impressive art gallery 
of American Indian and western art (allow 
2 hours for the park and museum). 

Depart for Chadron and your dinner and 
lodging place for the evening. 

CENTRAL AND WESTERN NEBRASKA ART  
AND CULTURAL EXPLORATION
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CENTRAL AND WESTERN NEBRASKA ART  
AND CULTURAL EXPLORATION

DAY 7
Chadron

MORNING

Start your morning off on the beautiful 
Chadron State College campus where you’ll 
tour the Mari Sandoz High Plains Heritage 
Center. The center celebrates the life and 
works of one of western Nebraska’s most 
influential writers and highlights her love for 

the High Plains and Sandhills. Select from a 
variety of on-site learning activities related 
to the center’s permanent and temporary 
exhibitions, such as “cattle” herding, buffalo 
“hide” painting, seed collecting in the 
gardens, and custom activities based on Mari 
Sandoz’s books. The Center does not charge 
for tours or activities (allow 1.5-2 hours for 
tour and learning activities). 

Your final stop on this art and cultural tour of 
central and western Nebraska is the Museum 
of the Fur Trade (allow 1 hour). This one-of-
a-kind museum is dedicated to preserving 
the nation’s lucrative fur-trading industry. 
Also on museum grounds is the Bordeaux 
Trading Post (built 1837) which is listed on 
the National Register of Historic Places. 
Afterward, return to Chadron for lunch 
before your departure. 


