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Michael Forsberg, Platte Basin Timelapse Project Cofounder 

Michael Forsberg is a Nebraska native whose 25-year career as a 
photographer and conservationist has been dedicated to wildlife 
and conservation stories in North America’s Great Plains. His images 
have been featured in publications including Audubon, National 
Geographic, Nature Conservancy, and Outdoor Photographer. He is 
the author and photographer of On Ancient Wings – The Sandhill 
Cranes of North America and Great Plains – America’s Lingering 
Wild. In 2011, Mike co-founded the Platte Basin Timelapse project 
in partnership with UN–Lincoln and NET Television. Today it 
operates as a long-term multi-media venture to inform scientific 
research, build educational content, and tell stories of a Great Plains 

watershed in motion. Currently, Mike serves as contract faculty and teaches at the University of 
Nebraska. 
 
Adam Lackner, Brush buck Wildlife Tours Cofounder 

After serving 4 years in the US Marine Corps, Adam Lackner 
pursued a career in guiding outdoor enthusiasts. He’s helped build 
a Veteran-run business that guides over 10,000 people in wildlife 
destinations the world over, including Wyoming, Alaska, South 
Africa, Kenya, Tanzania, Zambia, Zimbabwe and Botswana. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Michael Marlin, “LUMA: Art in Darkness” 

Marlin, a true Renaissance man, is an unforgettable presence whose 
wit and whimsy has been seen by millions of people in his live, 
televised and film appearances. A self-proclaimed “Foolosopher” 
with the intention of getting people to laugh and think at the same 
time. A pioneer in segments of the entertainment industry and a 
homesteader in real life, living off the grid and growing a lot of the 
food he enjoys. Author, actor, world-class juggler, elephant groom, 
toy and game designer, artist, life coach, think tank and dark sky 
advocate since 1986, Marlin’s essence captivates, and provokes 
people to connect with their creative muse. He inspires others to 

reach for the stars and encourages that if they fall short they still have the moon. 
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Brad Mellema, Grand Island Tourism & Visitors Bureau Executive Director 

Brad Mellema is the Executive Director of the Grand Island Tourism 
& Visitors Bureau and a life-long photographer. His passion has led 
him to become an adjunct Professor of Photography at Hastings 
College, where he teaches in a variety of workshop settings. His 
editorial and commercial photographic work has been widely 
published in dozens of publications like USA Today, New York 
Times, San Antonio Express, Roanoke Times, Wichita Eagle, 
Huffington Post and magazines such as NebraskaLand magazine, 
Nebraska Life, AAA Living, Forbes and USA Today - Go Escape. 
 

 

Sarah Sortum, Calamus Outfitters Cofounder 

Sarah always hoped to live and work with her family on the Switzer 
Ranch.  She recalls having daydreamed of guiding guests on tours 
in the Sandhills while raking hay in the hayfield as a child.  After 
she and her husband, Mark, served on the management team of a 
high-end guest ranch in the Colorado Rockies, her dreams came 
true when they were able to move back in 2006 (thanks to her 
family’s diversification into tourism). Today, she works for Switzer 
Ranch, Calamus Outfitters and operates her eco-tourism business, 
Sandhills Safari Jeep Tours. She also serves as a consultant for the 
Great Plains Ecotourism Coalition and is a Nebraska State Tourism 

Commissioner. She and Mark have two boys, Emmett and Henry. 
 

Mary Stewart, Agriculture Business Development and Marketing Lead, 

Oregon State University Extension Service, Marion County 

Mary Stewart is Oregon State University’s first Extension faculty 
focused on agritourism development, specifically agritourism 
operator education, community engagement and research. Her 
interest in the field was sparked during her tenure as Executive 
Director of the Agribusiness Council of Oregon, when it became 
apparent that agritourism was a farm diversification practice that 
may enable family farms of all sizes to stay viable. After starting her 
own consulting firm, Mary went on to develop agritourism 
inventories, master plans, action plans and rural tourism studies for 
several county tourism and planning departments. Nationally, she is 
part of an academic workgroup seeking to further the 
understanding of the conceptual framework of agritourism, and best 

practices in agritourism. Mary has spoken in several states and this fall lectured at the First 
Agritourism World Congress in Bolzano, Italy. Mary enjoys spending time with her family, outdoor 
recreation, visiting farms and exploring local foods and beverages, and growing food for her family 
in the garden. 
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Steve & Ann Teget, postcardjar.com Founders 

Rural Nebraskans Steve and Ann Teget are writers, speakers, 
and co-founders of the midlife travel blog, PostcardJar.com.  
After spending nearly 20 years in the cable industry and public 
education, Ann’s health issues and Steve’s aversion to middle 
school girl drama prompted them to leave their established 
careers and become full-time travel influencers in 2017. Now, 
they work with destinations and CVBs to tell authentic stories 
of midlife travel that connect and engage followers of their 
blog. They also provide website, brand development, and 
social media training for small businesses. Lifetime lovers of 
learning and travel, Steve has degrees in anthropology and 

Spanish and a master’s in education administration. Ann has a degree in journalism from the 
University of Nebraska-Kearney and is a two-time state champion golfer; Steve once took out the 
window of the clubhouse from the first tee. You can follow Steve and Ann on social media 
@postcardjar. 
 
TJ Walker, Nebraska Game & parks Commission Wildlife Division 

T. J. Walker grew up in Oakland, Nebraska and has biology degrees 
(BS and MS) from the University of Nebraska at Kearney.  He has 
worked for the Nebraska Game and Parks Commission for over 20 
years in various parts of the state.  He has a lot of experience with a 
variety of conservation programs to create or enhance wildlife 
habitat, and programs for public access on private lands, and has 
about 60 staff members statewide that provide assistance to 
landowners along with connections to other agencies and 
organizations that could help as well.  T. J. is an avid birdwatcher, 
hunter, angler and outdoor enthusiast, with connections to a variety 
of user groups, and loves to promote wildlife and outdoor 
experiences. 

 


